FOLLOW US: 



thehindu.com 

facebook.com/thehindu 

twitter.com/the_hindu 



on Sunday 


HINDU 


’ Sonia clears tie-up with 

J 

First batch of Rafale 

_Jk , t Left Front for Bengal 


jets to arrive in India 

i ” Assembly byelections 


by end of April next 

^ page 7 


page 10 



Hong Kong police fire 
tear gas to break up 
anti-govt, protests 

page 12 


P. V. Sindhu storms 
into the World 
Championship final 

page 17 


DELHI 

CITY EDITION 

52 pages • ?15.00 



PRINTED AT 


COIMBATORE ■ BENGALURU ■ HYDERABAD 


NOIDA ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ T H I R U VA N A N T H A P U R A M 


VIJAYAWADA ■ MANGALURU ■ TI R U C H I R A PA L LI 


MALAPPURAM 


Opposition delegation turned 
back from Srinagar airport 



No entry: Rahul Gandhi and other Opposition leaders at the 
Delhi airport on their return from Srinagar, -sandeepsaxena 


BJP veteran Jaitley passes away 

President, PM, political leaders condole stalwart’s demise 




Tejashwi Yadav back 
in Bihar after 42 days 

PATNA 

RJD MLA and Leader of the 
Opposition in Bihar Tejashwi 
Yadav has returned to the 
State after an absence of 42 
days and plunged headlong 
into politics amid speculation 
that all was not well in his 
family and the party. 

NEWS ►PAGE 10 


Five 'journalists' booked 
for harassing policemen 

NOIDA 

Five men, who identified 
themselves as journalists, 
have been booked under the 
Gangsters Act for allegedly 
pressuring policemen to 
serve their ends by 
threatening to circulate 
"motivated'' news stories. 
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SUHASINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and U.S. President Do¬ 
nald Trump will meet in 
Biarritz, France, on Sunday, 
where India is a special invi¬ 
tee to the G-7 summit. The 
meeting comes ahead of the 
one-on-one meeting bet¬ 
ween the two leaders on 


12-member team 
wanted to take 
stock of situation 

SAND EEPPHUKAN 

NEW DELHI 

A delegation of Opposition 
leaders, led by former Con¬ 
gress president Rahul Gand¬ 
hi, which landed in Srinagar 
on Saturday afternoon to 
take stock of the situation af¬ 
ter the suspension of Article 
370, was not allowed to en¬ 
ter the city and was sent 
back to Delhi from the Srina¬ 
gar airport. 

The 12-member delega¬ 
tion was detained and taken 
to the VIP lounge of the air¬ 
port as soon as the leaders 
disembarked from the air¬ 
craft. 

A video clip, filmed at the 
VIP lounge and released by 


Monday, where trade issues 
are expected to overshadow 
proceedings. 

While the impact of the 
growing U.S.-China trade 
war will take centre stage. 
New Delhi is closely watch¬ 
ing a special meeting at the 
G-7 on how to reform the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO), where U.S. trade offi- 


the Congress, showed Mr. 
Gandhi trying to reason with 
officials of the Jammu and 
Kashmir administration to 
let them out of the airport. 

“The government has in¬ 
vited me. The Governor has 
said I am invited. Now that I 


cials have indicated that Mr. 
Trump could bring a propo¬ 
sal to stop India and China 
from availing themselves of 
special rights as developing 
countries. 

Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi’s 
primary mission is to put 
trade talks between India 
and the U.S., which stalled 
last November, back on 


have come, you are telling 
me I can’t go out. The go¬ 
vernment has said everyth¬ 
ing is normal. Now, if eve¬ 
rything is normal, why am I 
not allowed out? This is a bit 
surprising. We want to go to 
any area and talk to five, ten, 


track. Despite an agreement 
by the two leaders to restart 
the talks when they last met 
in June, top trade represen¬ 
tatives of the two countries 
haven’t scheduled a meeting 
yet. During a 30-minute tele¬ 
phone conversation with Mr. 
Trump on August 19, Mr. Mo¬ 
di had “expressed the hope” 
that Commerce Minister Piy- 


PCI wants to 
intervene in plea 

The Press Council of India 
wants to present a “just” 
view in the Supreme Court 
of how free and fair 
reporting by the media in 
the curfew-hit Jammu and 
Kashmir should strike a 
balance with “paramount” 
national interests. It wants 
to intervene in a petition 
hied by an editor against 
media restrictions. ► page n 


15 people,” Mr. Gandhi told 
the officials who read out a 
government order that the 
delegation couldn’t step out 
of the airport building. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 10 
J&K WAS ISOLATED: PM ► PAGE 11 


ush Goyal and U.S. Trade Re¬ 
presentative Robert Light- 
hizer would “meet at an 
early date”. While Mr. Goyal 
is expected to travel to Wash¬ 
ington early next month, a 
Ministry official said that no 
date has been set as yet. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 10 
TRUMP MEETS MACRON ► PAGE 12 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Union Finance Mi¬ 
nister and senior BJP leader 
Arun Jaitley passed away on 
Saturday at the All India In¬ 
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) at 12.07 p.m. He was 
66 and is survived by wife 
and two children. 

Mr. Jaitley had been ad¬ 
mitted on August 9 with 
complaints of uneasiness 
and breathlessness and was 
under the care of a multi-dis¬ 
ciplinary team of senior doc¬ 
tors. He was put on pro¬ 
longed cardiac and 
respiratory support after his 
condition deteriorated days 
after he was admitted. 

In a statement, AIIMS 
said: “It is with profound 
grief that we inform about 
the sad demise of Arun Jait¬ 
ley, former Finance Minister 
of Government of India, at 
12.07 p.m. on August 24.” 

The former Minister had 
been unwell for a larger part 
of the past two years. In 
2014, he underwent a baria¬ 
tric surgery to correct the 
weight he had gained be¬ 
cause of a long-standing dia¬ 
betic condition. In 2018, he 
underwent a kidney tran¬ 
splant surgery at AIIMS. Ear¬ 
lier this year, in January, he 
was diagnosed with a rare 
form of soft tissue sarcoma, 
a form of cancer. 

Later in the afternoon, 
Mr. Jaitley’s mortal remains 
were shifted to his Kailash 
Colony residence where sev¬ 


eral leaders, including BJP 
president Amit Shah, Union 
Ministers Harsh Vardhan 
and Jitendra Singh and party 
working president J.P. Nad- 
da, offered floral tributes. 

Mr. Jaitley will be cremat¬ 
ed on Sunday afternoon at 
the Nigambodh Ghat, BJP 
leader Sudhanshu Mittal 
said. 

‘Valuable friend’ 

In a tribute to Mr. Jaitley, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi described him as a “va¬ 
lued friend” whose insights 
and nuanced understanding 
of matters had “very few pa¬ 
rallels”. Mr. Modi, who is in 
the UAE on an official tour, 
said the former Finance Mi¬ 
nister was full of life, blessed 
with wit, a great sense of hu¬ 
mour and charisma. 

In a series of tweets, Mr. 
Modi said Mr. Jaitley was ad¬ 
mired by people across all 
sections of society, adding 
that he was multi-faceted. 


and had impeccable know¬ 
ledge of India’s Constitution, 
history, public policy, gover¬ 
nance and administration. 
“With the demise of Arun 
Jaitley Ji, I have lost a valued 
friend, whom I have had the 
honour of knowing for de¬ 
cades,” Mr. Modi said. 

The BJP lost several of its 
leaders, including former 
External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj, former 
Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, former Goa Chief 
Minister Manohar Parrikar 
and Union Minister Ananth 
Kumar, in the past one year. 
Mr. Jaitley died 18 days after 
Sushma Swaraj. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 10 
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U.S.-China trade war likely to dominate Modi-Trump talks 



Modi honoured 


Royal reception: Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, after being honoured with the Order of Zayed, the UAE's highest civilian 
award, in Abu Dhabi on Saturday. ■ pti (report: page io) 


Minority students’ group threatens stir over final NRC 

AAMSU cautions against excluding genuine citizens, including foreigners 



The final National Register of Citizens is to be published on 

August 31. ■ FILE PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The All Assam Minority Stu¬ 
dents’ Union (AAMSU) has 
threatened to launch an “in¬ 
tense agitation” if any ge¬ 
nuine Indian citizen is ex¬ 
cluded and a “single 
foreigner” included in the fi¬ 
nal National Register of Citi¬ 
zens to be published on Au¬ 
gust 31. 

The threat follows the gen¬ 
eral apprehension that the fi¬ 
nal NRC would not be 
error-free. 

The students’ body has al¬ 
so warned against any move 
to change or amend Clause 6 
of the Assam Accord of 1985 
that seeks to provide “consti¬ 
tutional, legislative and ad¬ 
ministrative safeguards” and 
“protect, preserve and pro¬ 
mote the cultural, social, lin¬ 
guistic identity and heritage 
of the Assamese people”. 

The accord also fixed 
March 24,1971, as the cut-off 
date for detection and depor¬ 


tation of all illegal immi¬ 
grants irrespective of their 
religion. 

“A force is trying to derail 
the NRC process and there 
are speculations that many il¬ 
legal immigrants have been 
included while genuine In¬ 
dians have been left out. We 
will be compelled to launch a 
democratic movement 
against the NRC authority if 
we find any discrepancies,” 
AAMSU adviser Azizur Rah¬ 
man told media persons on 
Saturday. 

He questioned the “mo¬ 


tive” behind forcing thou¬ 
sands of people already in¬ 
cluded in the NRC to reverify 
their documents ahead of the 
publication of the citizens’ 
list. “The NRC authority 
would be solely responsible 
for any untoward incident 
that might happen,” he 
added. 

‘Deliberate exclusion’ 

“The religious and linguistic 
minorities of Assam have 
cooperated in the exercise 
monitored by the Supreme 
Court. No one disputes the 


cut-off date, and the apex 
court has often told State 
NRC Coordinator Prateek Ha- 
jela to ensure nobody with 
valid citizenship documents 
is harassed,” AAMSU general 
secretary Abdur Rahman Bis¬ 
was said on Saturday. “But 
deliberately excluding peo¬ 
ple with citizenship docu¬ 
ments prior to March 25,1971 
or including foreigners who 
came to Assam after that date 
will not be tolerated.” 

The AAMSU advised 
against provocative state¬ 
ments and asked the govern¬ 
ment to crack down on forc¬ 
es that might try to create 
communal tension. 

The minority students’ bo¬ 
dy welcomed the constitu¬ 
tion of a high-level commit¬ 
tee for the implementation of 
Clause 6 of the Assam Ac¬ 
cord. But it asked the com¬ 
mittee to not be partisan and 
go by the Assam Accord cut¬ 
off date while preparing its 
report. 


Savarkarbust 
removed from 
DU campus 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Confusion prevailed on Sa¬ 
turday over the overnight 
removal of busts of Veer Sa- 
varkar, Bhagat Singh and 
Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose from outside the Arts 
Faculty of Delhi Universi¬ 
ty’s North Campus. 

While the RSS-affiliated 
ABVP, in a statement, 
claimed it was removed by 
the Delhi University Stu¬ 
dents’ Union, the student 
outfit’s member and outgo¬ 
ing president Shalcti Singh 
accused the DU administra¬ 
tion of removing the busts. 

A senior functionary of 
the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyar- 
thi Parishad said the outfit 
wants that the busts should 
be installed with due per¬ 
mission and with pomp 
and show and not silently. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 2 


Five Maoists killed 
in Chhattisgarh 

Two jawans also injured in the gunfight 


Villagers sit on dharna 
outside Vedanta refinery 

Prohibitory orders imposed in Lanjigarh 


Walling off the sea to save Sunderbans temple 

Geotube shield to save2,300 metres of the coast along the Kapil Muni shrine 



Closing in: The temple is facing the threat of submersion in 
the next few years, -special arrangement 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

RAIPUR 

Five Maoists were killed in 
a gunfight with security 
forces in Narayanpur dis¬ 
trict of Chhattisgarh on Sa¬ 
turday, police said. 

Two jawans of the Dis¬ 
trict Reserve Guard were 
also injured in the gun bat¬ 
tle, they said. 

“The exchange of fire 
took place around 6 a.m. in 
the forest near Dhurbeda 
village, located around 20 
km away from Orchha pol¬ 
ice station in the district. It 
occurred when a DRG 
team was out on a counte¬ 
rinsurgency operation,” 
said Director General of 
Police D.M. Awasthi. 

Acting on a specific intel¬ 
ligence input about the lo¬ 
cation of a Maoist training 
camp in the interior forest 



of Orchha, about 350 1cm 
from Raipur, a team of DRG 
raided the place, he said. 

The gunfight lasted for 
around one and a half 
hours, following which the 
ultras disappeared into the 
dense forest, he said. 

Huge cache of weapons 

“During search operations, 
bodies of five Maoists were 
recovered from the spot. 
Besides, a huge cache of 
weapons was also seized 
from there,” the officer 
said. 

Efforts were on to move 
the two DRG personnel 
who sustained injuries in 
the gunfight from the 
forests. 

Further details will be 
known once the patrolling 
team returns to its camp, 
Mr. Awasthi said. 



PRAF ULLA DAS 

BHUBANESWAR 

Tension prevailed in the Lan¬ 
jigarh area of Kalahandi dis¬ 
trict on Saturday after a large 
number of residents sat on a 
dharna outside the main 
gate of the Vedanta alumina 
refinery demanding com¬ 
pensation of ^10 lakh for the 
death of a fellow villager in 
judicial custody. 

Patnaik Harijan, a resi¬ 
dent of Rengapalli village un¬ 
der Lanjigarh block, died 
early on Saturday at a go¬ 
vernment hospital in Burla 
where he was admitted by 
the Kalahandi jail authorities 
a day earlier. 

The agitating villagers had 
kept Harijan’s body at the 
dharna site. To avoid any un¬ 
toward incident, the local 
administration imposed pro¬ 
hibitory orders in the area. 



Harijan (45) was arrested 
in March, along with 28 oth¬ 
ers, following a clash bet¬ 
ween villagers and person¬ 
nel of Odisha Industrial 
Security Force outside the 
refinery main gate. Dani Ba- 
tra, a villager, and Sujit Minz, 
an OISF constable, were 
killed in the clash which 
broke out when the villagers 
were staging a protest de¬ 
manding employment for lo¬ 
cals in the refinery. 

A group of citizens and or¬ 
ganisations demanded a jud¬ 
icial probe into Harijan’s 
death. In a statement, as ma¬ 
ny as 23 activists, writers and 
lawyers demanded punish¬ 
ment for all erring officers, 
withdrawal of cases against 
those who are still in jail, a 
probe into the death of Batra 
and pull-out of CRPF men 
from the Niyamgiri region. 



SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

SAGAR ISLAND (SUNDERBANS) 

The Kapil Muni temple on 
Sagar Island in the 
Sunderbans, where a large 
number of devotees gather 
every year during the 
Gangasagar fair, is facing the 
threat of rising seas and will 
be submerged in the next 
few years. 

Bankim Hazra, the local 
MLA and Gangasagar 
Bakkhali Development 
Authority (GBDA) 
chairperson, is campaigning 
to save the temple located 
400 metres from the sea. 

“The sea is advancing at 
the rate of 15 metres a year. 
If the trend continues, there 
will be a need to relocate 
the temple,” Mr. Hazra said, 
to a group of journalists at a 
media workshop on climate 
change in the Bay of Bengal 



region, organised by The 
Third Pole and the Earth 
Journalism Network. 

The West Bengal 
government is taking steps 
to prevent further erosion of 
the coast. “The Finance 
Department has given in 
principle approval for the 
construction of sea walls 
using offshore submerged 
geotubes (sand-like material 


filled into geo-textile tube). 
The cost is 177 crore. The 
design is being made by 
IIT-Madras and the project 
will be implemented by 
Macktintosh Burn,” he said. 

GBDA officials said the 
work would be completed in 
two phases. 

The project involves a 
comprehensive plan for 
“beach protection and 


coastal erosion protection 
for 2,300 metres along the 
stretch of the Kapil Muni 
temple and the Gangasagar 
mela ground”. 

This is not the first time 
that the temple is facing the 
problem of rising seas. It is 
believed that the existing 
temple is the seventh at the 
site, after six structures built 
earlier went into the sea. 
According to legend. King 
Bhagirath, after a long 
penance, brought the Ganga 
down from the Himalayas to 
liberate his ancestors, who 
were burnt to ashes in front 
of the Kapil Muni temple on 
Sagar Island. It is also 
believed that the temple is 
located at the point where 
the river meets the sea. 

(The writer was in Sagar 
Island as part of a trip 
arranged by The Third Pole) 
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DELHI# Timings 


SUNDAY, 

AUG.25 



RISE 

05:56 

SET 

18:51 

C RISE 

00:22 

SET 

14:26 

MONDAY, 

AUG. 26 



RISE 

05:56 

SET 

18:50 

C RISE 

01:13 

SET 

15:27 

TUESDAY 

,AUG.27 



• RISE 

05:57 

SET 

18:49 

C RISE 

02:10 

SET 

16:26 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 

34 

28 

Safdarjang 

34 

28 

Palam 

34 

28 


Delhi Palam Today 
34°C A hazy and humid 
morning. Day will be warm 
with cloudy sky. Spell of light 
rain and thundershower. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

36°C One or two spells of rain 
likely over Delhi and NCR. 
Short spell of light rain may 
occur at isolated places. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


Air quality of Delhi-IMCR 


Delhi 111111 Gurugram Hi 
Ghaziabad iBUi Faridabad 93 
Noida 1421 Greater Noida n ml 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


Cracks appear in houses as metro passes underground 

Residents of Begumpur village and Sarvapriya Vihar say the walls and floors of their houses have been damaged due to vibrations from trains 



/ 



o 



In stretches 
where complaints 
of noise and 
vibrations were 
received, train 
fastening system 
has been changed 
resulting in an 
appreciable 
reduction in 
vibration in the 
locality 

ACTION-TAKEN REPORT BY DELHI 
METRO RAIL CORPORATION 


Cracked walls, floors and damaged roof of houses in Begumpur village and Sarvapriya Vihar. -sushil kumar verma, special arrangement 


NIKHIL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

As an underground metro 
train passed around 4.30 
p.m., the cracked white 
marble floor of 62-year-old 
Surendrapal Singh’s house 
vibrated and a dull sound 
which accompanied it lasted 
for a little less than 10 
seconds. 

“See, this is what hap¬ 
pens,” Mr. Singh said, point¬ 
ing to the floor that, he said, 
developed cracks after the 
Yellow line of the Delhi Me¬ 
tro started operations in the 
area about seven years ago. 

Cracked walls and floors 
of houses, damaged roof 
and a sense of fear are what 
have become common for 
several residents of South 
Delhi. 

In two areas to which The 
Hindu paid visits in South 
Delhi - Begumpur village 
and Sarvapriya Vihar - the 
vibrations due to the move¬ 
ment of the trains could be 
felt inside houses and even 
on the streets. 

On Friday, the DMRC, in 
an action-taken report, res¬ 


ponding to the complaints 
by AAP MLA Somnath Bhar- 
ti, said that they were work¬ 
ing to solve the issue. 

In Sarvapriya Vihar, resi¬ 
dents said that the vibra¬ 
tions started after the Ma¬ 
genta Line of the Delhi 
Metro started operations 
last year and claimed that 
those are increasing with 
each passing day. In Begum¬ 
pur, however, residents said 
that the vibrations have de¬ 
creased over the years. 

“In stretches where com¬ 
plaints of noise and vibra¬ 


tions were received, train 
fastening system has been 
changed resulting in an ap¬ 
preciable reduction in vibra¬ 
tion in the locality” the 
DMRC had said in its action- 
taken report on vibrations in 
Haus Khaz, Shivalik, Begum¬ 
pur and Sarvapriya Vihar. 

According to Mr. Bharti, 
hundreds of houses are af¬ 
fected. “We have been com¬ 
plaining about the issue to 
the DMRC over the years, 
but it has just been giving 
different excuses each 
time.” 


“The existing cracks keep 
on deepening ” said Mr. 
Singh’s wife, Jaspal Kaur (58) 
pointing at those in their 
house in Begumpur village. 
“If we fix them and then the 
cracks reappear, what will 
we do? Who will spend mo¬ 
ney again?” she said. 

Mr. Singh’s two-and-a- 
half-year-old granddaughter 
has slipped and tumbled 
down multiple times inside 
the house, due to the un¬ 
even, cracked floor. 
“Around 20 days ago, she 
fell in the bedroom,” the 


toddler’s mother Harmeet 
Kaur (30) said. 

At the house of 62-year- 
old Ashish Ghosh, a char¬ 
tered accountant, the vibra¬ 
tions of the metro trains 
were felt six times in just 
half-an-hour and it was felt 
on the street outside the 
house as well. 

Measuring machine 

Showing a map of the metro 
lines in the area, he said, 
“The Magenta Line passes 
directly from under my 
house. The DMRC officials 


had installed a machine to 
measure the vibrations four 
times in my house, but they 
never gave me the report.” 

R.G. Holla (58) showed 
the damaged roof of his 
house besides the cracked 
walls. 

Sonia (42), a housemaker, 
who lives on the second 
floor of a building in Begum¬ 
pur, showing the cracks on 
the wall of her house, said, 
“I had got the plaster done 
again last year, but there are 
cracks again. Sometimes at 
night, I rush outside mistak¬ 


ing the sound of metro 
trains for my husband’s 
bike’s sound.” 

Earthquake 

Aruna Sharma (76), who 
lives on Sarvapriya Vihar’s 
7th street, said: “In July, my 
nephew had come to visit 
me. He was watching the TV, 
when he suddenly jumped 
out of the bed and said he 
felt an earthquake. I later 
told him that it was the me¬ 
tro,” she said, adding: “It is 
annoying and will affect our 
houses.” 


Man poses as divorcee 
‘rapes’ woman 

The accused has been arrested 


Busts of Savarkar, others removed from DU campus 

Some students in collusion with university administration are behind the move: ABVP 



The busts were removed on the intervening night of Friday 
and Saturday, -file photo 


Businessman shot 
dead in presence of son 

Unidentified accused fled on bike 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 31-year-old man has been 
arrested for allegedly raping 
a woman, a resident of 
Gandhi Nagar, the police 
said on Saturday. The ac¬ 
cused had allegedly told her 
that he was a divorcee, they 
said. 

A senior police officer 
said that the accused has 
been identified as Kaushal 
Valecha who was arrested 
on Friday by a team of offic¬ 
ers from Madhu Vihar pol¬ 
ice station where the case 
was reported. 

The police said that the 
victim had approached the 
police a few days ago. She 
said that she had met the ac¬ 
cused on a matrimonial 
website. The accused alleg¬ 
edly told her that he was a 
divorcee after which the 
two started talking. The wo¬ 
man said that she did not 
hide the fact that she was 
married and had told him 
that she wanted to continue 


the relationship with the 
man after her divorce. 

“In January 2018, he [ac¬ 
cused] ‘solemnised’ our 
marriage in a temple in Fari¬ 
dabad. However, in Febru¬ 
ary, I came to know that he 
was already married and 
has children and that he had 
uploaded fake information 
about himself on the matri¬ 
monial website,” the victim 
told the police. She added 
that the accused had also 
started threatening her to 
share her intimate pictures 
on the social media. 

The victim further said 
that the accused had pro¬ 
mised her to delete her pic¬ 
tures from his laptop. She 
alleged that in July this year, 
he took her to a hotel and 
raped her and threatened to 
share pictures again if she 
disclosed it to anyone. 

Based on the victim’s 
complaint, a case on charg¬ 
es of rape was registered 
and the accused was arrest¬ 
ed, the police said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Confusion prevailed on Satur¬ 
day over the overnight remo¬ 
val of busts of Veer Savarkar, 
Bhagat Singh and Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Bose from out¬ 
side the Arts Faculty of Delhi 
University’s North Campus. 

While the RSS-affiliated 
ABVP, in a statement, claimed 
it was removed by Delhi Un¬ 
iversity Students’ Union (DU- 
SU), the students’ outfit’s 
member and outgoing presi¬ 
dent Shakti Singh accused the 
university administration of 
removing the busts. 

A senior functionary of 
ABVP, however, said the out¬ 
fit wants that the busts should 
be installed with due permis¬ 
sion and with pomp and 
show and not silently. 

Mr. Singh, meanwhile, 
said, “Late last night, DU re¬ 
moved the idols installed by 
the students. This is obvious¬ 
ly an insult to the martyrs and 
I am opposed to this. The DU 
administration is intent on 
killing the students’ union 
here.” He alleged that “some 
students” in collusion with 


the administration were be¬ 
hind this move and he will 
protest against this. “I wanted 
to resolve the issue through 
dialogue but the administra¬ 
tion has not left the space for 
it,” he said. 

The ABVP-led DUSU has 
removed the busts from the 
campus, the students’ outfit 
said in a statement on Satur¬ 
day morning. 

The ABVP, however, 
claimed the DU has assured 
them that the busts will be 
reinstalled after the DUSU 
polls are concluded on Sep¬ 
tember 12. 

The busts of the three free¬ 
dom fighter were installed on 


August 20 by Mr. Singh with¬ 
out the permission from the 
university authorities. They 
were removed on the inter¬ 
vening night of Friday and Sa¬ 
turday. 

“DUSU has removed the 
busts... till permission is ob¬ 
tained from the DU adminis¬ 
tration. The busts have been 
kept [at a] safe [place] by the 
university,” the RSS-affiliated 
outfit said in a statement. 

The students’ body also 
demanded “stringent legal 
action” against members of 
the Congress-affiliated NSUI 
for allegedly blackening Sa- 
varkar’s bust on Thursday. 

The ABVP claimed the left- 


affiliated student organisa¬ 
tions, along with AAP’s CYSS 
and the NSUI had “stooped to 
a low level” and were harm¬ 
ing the “the culture of debate 
and discussion, prevalent in 
the university”. 

ABVP Delhi’s state secre¬ 
tary Sidharth Yadav said, 
“The university should res¬ 
tore these idols at the ear¬ 
liest.” 

“The manner in which oth¬ 
er students’ bodies have car¬ 
ried out such acts reveal their 
real and degraded mindset 
towards freedom fighters,” 
he added. 

“At the same time, the Con¬ 
gress should understand that 
its ‘Kaalikh model’ is not go¬ 
ing to hide the reality,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Congress- 
affiliated NSUI said its opposi¬ 
tion has led to the removal of 
the busts. 

The NSUI claimed the sta¬ 
tues were removed after a re¬ 
presentation was made by 
NSUI member and DUSU gen¬ 
eral secretary Aakash Choud- 
hary to the administration for 
the same. 
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A 45-year-old businessman 
was shot dead in the pre¬ 
sence of his son in south¬ 
east Delhi’s Amar Colony on 
Friday night, the police said 
on Saturday. The police 
have registered a case and 
begun a probe. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South-East) Chin- 
moy Biswal said that the vic¬ 
tim has been identified as 
Fazlu Rehman alias Handi 
who lives in Govindpuri and 
hails from Uttar Pradesh’s 
Khurja. The victim used to 
run two shops of fruits and 
vegetables at Okhla Mandi. 

A close friend of the vic¬ 
tim, who did not wish to be 
named, said that around 
10.45 p.m., he was returning 
from his sister’s house in Ka- 
lindi Kunj when the incident 
happened. 

The friend said that the 
victim, his 6-year-old son 
and relative Yameen were 
on a scooty and had 


stopped at the gate of Okhla 
Mandi. “Fazlu asked Ya¬ 
meen to go to the shop. He 
had received a phone call 
and started talking as the 
son waited. Suddenly, two 
men wearing helmets ar¬ 
rived at the spot on a motor¬ 
cycle. One of them shot Fa¬ 
zlu on the right side of the 
head,” the friend said, ad¬ 
ding that the two men then 
fled the spot. 

The victim was imme¬ 
diately rushed to a nearby 
hospital where he was de¬ 
clared brought dead. The 
body was sent to AIIMS mor¬ 
tuary where a post-mortem 
was conducted after which 
it was handed over to the fa¬ 
mily for last rites on 
Saturday. 

The police said that they 
have registered a case under 
Section 302 (punishment 
for murder) of the IPC and 
begun an investigation. “It is 
suspected that the motive 
behind the murder was per¬ 
sonal enmity. 


Body with tattoo: murder mystery solved, 2 held 


Man kidnaps 3 girls to implicate policemen 


Victim was shot dead after he passed comment on wife of one of the accused 


Accused held; he wanted to take revenge on officers who had arrested him earlier 



The accused in police custody, -special arrangement 
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Two persons have been ar¬ 
rested for allegedly killing a 
31-year-old man whose bo¬ 
dy was found in east Delhi’s 
Ghazipur earlier this 
month, the police said on 
Saturday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (East) Jasmeet Singh 
said that the accused have 
been identified as Zile Singh 
(35) and Mahender Singh 
(35) who have been arrested 
for killing Sunny alias Sa¬ 
chin in Nand Nagri after the 
victim passed some com¬ 


ment on Zile’s wife. 

Both the accused and the 
victim have criminal histo¬ 
ry, the police said. 

The police control room 
received a call on August 3 


regarding a man who was 
found murdered near Gha¬ 
zipur Mandi. The police 
reached the spot and found 
that the body was wrapped 
in a cover and there was a 


tattoo, which read ‘Sunny’, 
on the arm. 

During investigation, the 
victim was identified and it 
was found that he had been 
involved in five cases of 
murder and robbery, they 
said. “It was also revealed 
that on the night of August 
2, he had passed some com¬ 
ment on Zile’s wife, which 
did not go down well with 
Zile and Mahender who 
considers Zile’s wife as his 
sister. The two shot Sunny 
dead, wrapped his body in a 
cover and dumped it in Gha¬ 
zipur,” Mr Singh said. 


All Rapid Rail Transit System 
corridors will be interoperable 

3 corridors will converge at Sarai Kale Khan station: NCRTC 
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To ensure hassle-free com¬ 
muting, the National Capital 
Region Transport Corpora¬ 
tion (NCRTC) said all three 
Rapid Rail Transit System 
(RRTS) corridors will be 
interoperable. 

An official of the NCRTC 
said commuters will be able 
to travel from one corridor 
to another without changing 
the train. 

According to the NCRTC, 
which is the implementing 
agency for the RRTS project 
in Delhi-NCR, three corri¬ 
dors of phase-l - Delhi-Gha- 


ziabad-Meerut, Delhi-Pani- 
pat and 

Delhi-Gurugram-SNB (Shah- 
jahanpur-Neemrana-Behror 
Urban Complex) - will be 
converging at Sarai Kale 
Khan RRTS station in Delhi. 

For instance, if a commu¬ 
ter boards an RRTS train 
from Rajiv Chowk station of 
Delhi-SNB corridor and wish 
to travel to Ghaziabad RRTS 
station of the Delhi-Ghazia- 
bad-Meerut corridor, he or 
she can directly reach Gha¬ 
ziabad RRTS station without 
changing the train. 

The NCRTC will adopt Eu¬ 
ropean Rail Traffic Manage¬ 


ment System (ERTMS) Level 
2 to implement interopera¬ 
bility in the RRTS system, 
the official also said. 

“This will be the first time 
in India that ERTMS Level 2 
signalling system will be 
used for a commuter train 
operating at a speed of 160 
kmph,” he said. 

Interoperability of the 
three RRTS corridors will 
provide a hassle-free, com¬ 
fortable and seamless travel 
experience to the commu¬ 
ters that will motivate them 
to switch to RRTS from priv¬ 
ate vehicles, the official ad¬ 
ded. 
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A 38-year-old man, who was 
arrested in June this year, al¬ 
legedly kidnapped three mi¬ 
nors from south-east Delhi’s 
Kalindi Kunj, the police said 
on Saturday. They said the ac¬ 
cused wanted to implicate 
the police officers, who had 
arrested him, in the kidnap¬ 
ping case and thus intro¬ 
duced himself as a police of¬ 
ficer while talking to the 
children’s family. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South-East) Chinmoy 
Biswal said that the accused 
has been identified as Bimal 
Kumar, a resident of Noida. 

Uncle received call 

The police said that on Thurs¬ 
day, Yashpal Singh, a resident 
of Jaitpur, received a call at 
his office in Gurugram from a 
man who introduced himself 



Bimal Kumar in police 
custody. ■SPECIALarrangement 


as a police officer from Kalin¬ 
di Kunj police station. The 
man allegedly told Mr. Singh 
said that the latter’s nieces 
aged 11,15 and 17 were at the 
station and had complained 
that their uncle ill-treats 
them. Mr. Singh called his 
wife and asked her to visit the 
police station. 

When the wife went to the 
police station, she was in¬ 
formed that neither the niec¬ 
es were at the police station 
nor was any complaint made. 


The caller allegedly called 
the complainant again and 
said that he had handed over 
the girls to another police of¬ 
ficer at Khadda Colony police 
booth. The matter was then 
reported to the police and a 
kidnapping case was regis¬ 
tered, Mr. Biswal said. 

Subsequently, with the 
help of technical surveil¬ 
lance, the accused was arrest¬ 
ed from Jaitpur on his way to 
Noida on Friday, the police 
said, adding that at his in¬ 
stance, the minor girls were 
also safely rescued from a 
rented accommodation in 
Faridabad. 

The police said that Bimal 
used to introduce himself as a 
police officer from the Anti- 
Corruption Branch. During 
interrogation, he told the pol¬ 
ice that he was arrested on 
June 30 for breach of peace 
after which he wanted to take 


revenge on the two officers 
who had arrested him. He, 
therefore, planned to frame 
the officers in the case of the 
missing girls. 

He had on August 16 spot¬ 
ted the girls near their house 
in Jaitpur. He interacted with 
the girls and came to know 
that after their parents 
passed away they started liv¬ 
ing with their paternal uncle 
and aunt who “do not love 
them”. 

The accused introduced 
himself as a member of an 
NGO and promised to help 
them get their shares of pro¬ 
perty so that they could live 
separately. He again met 
them on Thursday and took 
them to Faridabad. 

The police said that the ac¬ 
cused is currently working as 
a market head in Anti Cor¬ 
ruption Crime Control Force, 
a Rohini-based NGO. 


Father-son duo dupe couple of 12 lakh at AIIMS 

They approached victims at a bank on hospital premises; son caught with T82,000 
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An AIIMS staffer and his wife 
were allegedly duped by a 
man and his son at a bank on 
the hospital premises on Fri¬ 
day morning, the police said 
on Saturday. The couple 
managed to catch the son 
and handed him over to the 
police. 

A senior police officer said 
that victim Vijay Kumar (44), 


an attendant at AIIMS and a 
resident of Ansari Nagar staff 
quarters, had come to the 
bank with his wife Kusum on 
Friday morning where they 
withdrew nearly ?21akh. 

“The two accused, who 
were already present in the 
bank, approached the cou¬ 
ple. They told the victims 
that a certain series of £2000 
and £>00 notes are counter¬ 
feit and showed them a note 


of the said series. The couple 
initially believed them and 
handed over the money to 
the accused to let them 
search for counterfeit cur¬ 
rency,” the officer said. 

However, after Mr. Kumar 
asked them to return the mo¬ 
ney to him, the accused 
started to run instead. 

The couple raised an 
alarm and shouted for help 
and started chasing the ac¬ 


cused. The son was caught 
outside the hospital with the 
help of the people present 
there and an amount of 
^82,000 was recovered from 
him. The police said that the 
arrested accused has been 
identified as Sadik Zafar. His 
father Zafar Shah is abscond¬ 
ing. “The father has fled with 
over 11 lakh and teams are 
looking for him,” the officer 
added. 
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‘Country has lost a great economist, advocate and speaker’ 


Delhi BJP leaders mourn loss of mentor; Opposition parties term Jaitley’s demise a loss for nation; Bar Council says he will be remembered for his legal acumen 



A file photo of senior BJP Leaders Vijay GoeL.Left, Sahib Singh Verma, centre, and Arun Jaitley 
during a ceremony after winning aU seven LS seats in New Delhi, -special arrangement 


A cricketers’ administrator 

Jaitley’s elevation to the top brass of the DDCA sent out positive signals; 
selectors were given the freedom to ‘fearlessly’ pick the team purely on merit 



Arun Jaitley giving away the Man of the Match award to 
Javagal Srinath at the Ferozeshah Kotla Ground in Delhi after 
an India-Zimbabwe match. ■ file photo: v.v. krishnan 


I want to establish a cricket culture. Delhi has 
w produced some of the greatest of players and 
the stadium should reflect and document 
their achievements. I want Kotla to boast of a 
reputation of a Lord’s. It can be done. I want 
every spectator to be seated comfortably and 
every seat accounted for 
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Tributes poured in for vete¬ 
ran BJP leader Arun Jaitley 
from across party lines here 
on Saturday. 

Partymen from the BJP’s 
State unit mourned the loss 
of a mentor and said the gui¬ 
dance which Jaitley had pro¬ 
vided from time to time 
would no longer be availa¬ 
ble. Leaders from Opposi¬ 
tion parties termed the 
death of the 66-year-old a 
“loss for the nation”. 

“Untimely demise of 
former FM and senior leader 
Sh Arun Jaitley ji is a huge 
loss to the nation. A legal lu¬ 
minary and an experienced 
political leader known for 
his governance skills will be 
missed by the country. 
Thoughts and prayers with 
his family in this moment of 
grief. RIP [sic],” Chief Minis¬ 
ter Arvind Kejriwal tweeted. 

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Ti- 
wari said the former Finance 
Minister’s demise was “a 
great loss” to the Delhi BJP. 
“I am shocked by this news. 
This is also a great loss to the 
nation because the country 
has lost a great economist, 
advocate and a great speak¬ 
er. Shri Jaitley had great af¬ 
fection for the people of Del¬ 
hi. He had been guiding the 
Delhi BJP from time to time,” 
the North East Delhi MP 
said. 

Delhi Mahila Congress 
president Sharmishtha Muk- 
herjee took to Twitter to ex¬ 
press her condolences. 
“Really sorry to hear about 
the passing away of Shri 
Arun Jaitley ji. His tenure in 
Indian politics has been long 
& effective. A brilliant parlia¬ 
mentarian, young MPs 
across party lines could 
reach out to him for gui¬ 
dance. Heartfelt condolenc¬ 
es to his family & friends 
[sic],” she tweeted. 

Former Union Minister Vi¬ 
jay Goel, terming Jaitley a 
“multifaceted” friend, re¬ 


called his fondness for good 
food. Having known him for 
nearly five decades, Mr. 
Goel, who was Jaitley’s ju¬ 
nior in Delhi University, said 
he had lost a “friend, col¬ 
league and guide”. 

“I first met him in 1971 at 
Shri Ram College of Com¬ 
merce, where he was my se¬ 
nior. He was the president of 
the college students’ union, 
while I was the secretary. 
Our relationship started as 
Alchil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP) activists 
and lasted for 48 years,” the 
BJP leader said. 

Fond of good food 

Prior to his stint in student 
politics at university, Mr. Jait¬ 
ley studied at the St. Xavier’s 
School. After graduating in 
B.Com (Honours) from 
SRCC, Mr. Jaitley obtained an 
LLB degree from DU’s Law 
Faculty. 

Recalling his fondness for 
good food, Mr. Goel said, 
“He loved paranthas very 
much. Whenever he visited 
my haveli [Dharampura Ha- 
veli] at Chandni Chowk, he 
would ask for paranthas.” 

Mr. Jaitley spent 19 


months in jail during the 
Emergency in the 1970s for 
taking out a protest march, 
the Rajya Sabha MP said, ad¬ 
ding that journalist Rajat 
Sharma and he himself soon 
followed suit. 

‘Jaitley corner’ 

During his college days, Mr. 
Goel recalled further, Mr. 
Jaitley would go on outings 
to Shimla and Mussoorie, ad¬ 
ding that the former Finance 
Minister used to go to the 
Lodhi Gardens in the Capital 
for morning walk and regu¬ 
larly interacted with fellow 
morning-walkers over tea at 
a spot, which came to be 
known as the “Jaitley 
corner”. 

As a Union Minister, Jait¬ 
ley deftly handled important 
portfolios such as defence, 
and finance among others, 
Mr. Goel, who was his Cabi¬ 
net colleague in the first 
term of the Narendra Modi 
government, said. 

“He made special contri¬ 
butions in demonetisation, 
GST, macro-stabilisation, 
bank consolidation and the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy 
Code in the Modi govern¬ 


ment,” Mr. Goel added. 

Pride of BCI 

The Bar Council of India 
(BCI) said Jaitley was a 
“pride” of the bar, the Su¬ 
preme Court Bar Association 
(SCBA) said he would be re¬ 
membered for his astute 
knowledge of law and his le¬ 
gal acumen. 

The Delhi High Court Bar 
Association (DHCBA) and 
Bar Council of Delhi (BCD) 
also condoled Jaitley’s de¬ 
mise and remembered his 
contribution to the legal 
fraternity. 

BCI’s chairman and senior 
advocate Manan Kumar Mis- 
hra said, “The Bar has lost an 
eminent jurist, a talented 
leader and one of its tallest 
members. A politician who 
was acceptable to people 
across the party lines. He al¬ 
ways stood for the causes of 
the legal fraternity. He was a 
true friend of friends. He 
was pride for the Bar.” 

Senior advocate Rakesh K. 
Khanna, the president of the 
SCBA, said, “The void creat¬ 
ed by his demise in the polit¬ 
ical as well as the legal arena 
would be difficult to fill.” 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 
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Arun Jaitley will always be 
acknowledged for his semi¬ 
nal work as a cricket admi¬ 
nistrator with a vision. When 
he took over as the president 
of the Delhi and District 
Cricket Association (DDCA) 
in 1999, he inherited a legacy 
of corruption and inepti¬ 
tude, which he endeavoured 
to eradicate. 

“All I seek is support from 
the cricketers,” he had re¬ 
marked to this reporter soon 
after he had assumed power 
at the Ferozeshah Kotla. Jait¬ 
ley soon realised that it was 
not a smooth road as he had 
envisaged. 

His elevation to the top 
brass of the DDCA sent out 
positive signals in the Capi¬ 
tal’s cricket fraternity. Form¬ 
er India captain Bishan 
Singh Bedi welcomed Jaitley 
with open arms and called 
him an administrator with 
cricket “close to his heart”. 
The expectations from Jait¬ 
ley were high, given his repu¬ 
tation as a political and legal 
heavyweight. 

Jaitley, a medium-pacer in 
his college days at the Shri 
Ram College of Commerce, 
lost little time in dealing with 
the challenges at the Kotla. 
The perennial issues that 
plagued Delhi cricket - cor¬ 
ruption and nepotism in se¬ 
lections at the junior level - 
were on Jaitley’s radar. He is¬ 
sued strict instructions to se¬ 
lectors of all age groups and 
assured them of strong back¬ 
ing from the administration. 

Clear message 

The message at the Kotla was 
clear when he was at the 


ARUN JAITLEY 

helm. Cricket and cricketers 
were the priority. “I want to 
establish a cricket culture. 
Delhi has produced some of 
the greatest of players and 
the stadium should reflect 
and document their achieve¬ 
ments,” was his view. The 
stadium became his ambi¬ 
tious project and hope rose 
among cricket lovers that fi¬ 


nally the Capital would have 
a stadium befitting its status. 

Jaitley, a cricket lover to 
the core, using the expe¬ 
rience from his travels to En¬ 
gland, worked to improve 
the infrastructure at the Kot¬ 
la. “I want Kotla to boast of a 
reputation of a Lord’s. It can 
be done. I want every specta¬ 
tor to be seated comfortably 


and every seat accounted 
for. We must have a Long 
Room and create an at¬ 
mosphere the Delhi cricke¬ 
ters can take pride in when 
playing at their home 
ground,” he had told a group 
of journalists when an¬ 
nouncing the plans for the 
new stadium. Sadly, the sta¬ 
dium did not live up to his 
expectations. “Some of his 
close aides let him down,” 
said a former cricketer. 

Win after 16 years 

Cricket in Delhi improved 
during Jaitley’s tenure. After 
a gap of 16 years, Delhi won 
the Ranji Trophy in 2008. It 
was essentially because of 
the freedom that he gave the 
selectors to “fearlessly” pick 
the team purely on merit. 
This after he had sacked an 
entire senior selection com¬ 
mittee comprising Anil Jain, 
Bantu Singh, Vivek Razdan 
and Sunil Khanna for “un¬ 
fairly” picking a player in 
2006. Jaitley would never 
tolerate “indiscipline”. 

As former India opener 
Virender Sehwag said, “Arun 
ji was a gem. He backed the 
players. Did so much for the 
needy cricketers. Helped 
them get jobs, met their 
medical expenses, organised 
travel by air for all age 
groups. He was a players’ 
man in the top seat of DDCA. 
Delhi cricket and cricketers 
owe a lot to him. In his 
death, Delhi cricket has lost 
its most dedicated 
supporter.” 

Jaitley, after 14 years at the 
DDCA, decided to “move 
on” to assume bigger respon¬ 
sibilities in the Central go¬ 
vernment. 
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Untimely demise of former FM and 
senior leader Sh Arun Jaitley ji is a 
huge loss to the nation. A legal 
luminary and an experienced 
political leader known for 
his governance skills will 
be missed by the country. 
Thoughts and prayers with 
his family in this moment of 
grief. RIP [sic] 

ARVIND KEJRIWAL, 

Chief Minister 
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The country has lost a great 
economist, advocate and a 
great speaker. Shri Arun 
Jaitley had great 
affection for the 
^ people of Delhi. He 

S5| *£ v ¥ had been guiding 
the Delhi BJP from 
time to time 





MANOJ TIWARI, 

North East Delhi 
BJP MP, 

Delhi BJP chief 
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I first met him in 1971 at Shri 
Ram College of Commerce, 
where he was my senior. 
He was the president 
of the college students’ 
union, while I was the 
secretary. Our relation¬ 
ship started as ABVP 
activists and lasted for 
48 years 

VIJAY GOEL, 

Former Union 
Minister 




A father teaches u to speak but a 
father figure teaches u to talk. A father 
teaches u to walk but a father 
figure teaches u to march 
on. A father gives u a name 
but a father figure gives u 
an identity. A part of me 
is gone with my Father 
Figure Shri Arun Jaitley Ji. 
RIP Sir. [sic] 

GAUTAM GAMBHIR, 

East Delhi BJP MP and 
former India cricketer 



Arun ji was a gem. He backed the players. 
Did so much for the needy cricketers. 
Helped them get jobs, met their 
medical expenses, organised 
travel by air for [players of] all 
age groups. He was a players’ 
man in the top seat of DDCA. 
Delhi cricket and cricketers 
owe a lot to him. In his death, 
Delhi cricket has lost its most 
dedicated supporter 

VIRENDER SEHWAG, 

Former India cricketer 


Devise appropriate mechanism 
over industry expansion: NGT 


‘Two AAP leaders, one from Cong, keen to join us’ 

They were fielded by their parties from separate LS constituencies in Delhi but lost, says a BJP source 


Panel asks Centre to take steps where pollution level is high 



The directions came while hearing a review plea moved by 
the CPCB seeking clarifications to a previous order passed by 
the tribunal pertaining to air pollution resulting from 
industries. ■ file photo: shanker chakravarty 
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The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed the Un¬ 
ion Environment Ministry to 
devise an “appropriate me¬ 
chanism” to ensure that new 
industries or their expan¬ 
sion takes place after “due 
precautions” in areas where 
the pollution level is already 
high. 

The directions came 
when a Bench headed by 
NGT Chairperson Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel was 
hearing a review plea moved 
by the Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) seek¬ 
ing clarifications to a pre¬ 
vious order passed by the 
tribunal pertaining to air 
pollution resulting from 
industries. 

Referring to its previous 
order, the Bench reiterated, 
“If any unit is compliant 
with the norms, such unit is 
not affected. There is no ba¬ 
sis for apprehension that 
compensation may have to 
be paid twice. The provi¬ 
sions of various environ¬ 
mental Acts are to be en¬ 
forced not only against the 
industrial units but also 
against every polluting activ¬ 
ity whether the same has al¬ 
ready been set up or is yet to 
be set up...” 

Noting submissions made 
by the Ministry of Environ¬ 
ment, Forests and Climate 
Change (MoEF&CC) pertain- 



The provisions of 
W various 

environmental 
Acts are to be 
enforced not only 
against the 
industrial units 
but also against 
every polluting 
activity whether 
the same has 
already been set 
up or is yet to be 
setup 

NGTBENCH 

ing to the finalisation and 
implementation of the Com¬ 
prehensive Environmental 
Pollution Index (CEPI), the 
Bench observed, “Pendency 



of such steps can be no justi¬ 
fication for not enforcing the 
existing pollution norms...” 

Safe parameters 

Earlier, in December 2018, 
the green panel had directed 
all the State pollution con¬ 
trol boards and pollution 
control committees to final¬ 
ise the time-bound action 
plans within three months to 
“bring all polluted industrial 
clusters within the safe pa¬ 
rameters under the provi¬ 
sions of relevant Acts”. 

The pollution control 
boards were also directed to 
recover compensation for 
damages from polluting in¬ 
dustries and “adopt precau¬ 
tionary measures.” 
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Impressed by the govern¬ 
ment’s decision to scrap 
Jammu and Kashmir’s spe¬ 
cial status and the BJP’s mas¬ 
sive Lok Sabha poll victory, 
two leaders from AAP and 
one from the Congress are 
“eager” to join the BJP, saf¬ 
fron party sources claimed 
on Saturday. 

The three were fielded by 
their parties from separate 
Lok Sabha constituencies in 
Delhi, but lost to their BJP 
rivals, they said. 

Expresses eagerness 

“They expressed their ea¬ 
gerness to join the party 
post Article 370 abrogation 
by the Modi government,” a 
top Delhi BJP leader said. 

“These leaders contested 
the Lok Sabha poll from sep¬ 
arate constituencies in Delhi 


and lost with big margins. 
They are now in touch with 
the BJP showing interest in 
joining the party,” the BJP 
leader said. 

After a failed attempt at 
stitching a pre-poll alliance 
for the Lok Sabha election, 
the Congress and AAP field¬ 
ed candidates on all the se¬ 
ven seats here. 

‘Green signal’ 

“Apart from their apprecia¬ 
tion for Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi for the way he 
ended special status of Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir by scrap¬ 
ping Article 370, these three 
leaders have also been im¬ 
pressed by BJP’s massive 
victory in the Lok Sabha poll 
this year,” said another top 
BJP leader, who is in touch 
with the trio. 

They had contested the 
Lok Sabha poll from South, 


Apart from their 
appreciation for 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for 
the way he ended 
special status of 
Jammu and 
Kashmir by 
scrapping Article 
370, these three 
leaders have also 
been impressed by 
BJP’s massive 
victory in the Lok 
Sabha poll this year 

TOP BJP LEADER WHO IS IN 
TOUCH WITH THE TRIO 

North West and West Delhi 
seats, he said, adding they 
may join the BJP after its na¬ 
tional leadership gives a 
“green signal”. 

“Two of them had con¬ 
tested Lok Sabha polls on 
the AAP ticket while one 


was fielded by the Con¬ 
gress,” he added 

Delhi BJP president Ma¬ 
noj Tiwari said many people 
were interested in joining 
the party, but did not com¬ 
ment on these specific 
cases. 

“The charisma of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi is 
drawing many people to¬ 
wards the BJP,” he said. 

Inroads in AAP bastion 

The Delhi BJP sources 
claimed that led by Manoj 
Tiwari, their national capital 
unit has managed to make 
inroads into the Purvanchali 
and Bihari pockets in Delhi, 
which were considered AAP 
bastions. “It also acted as 
another reason behind the 
three leaders decision to 
switch sides and join the 
BJP,” he said. 

The Aam Aadmi Party 


had registered a stupendous 
victory in the 2015 Assembly 
polls, winning 67 of the 70 
Assembly seats in Delhi, 
with the support of the 
Bhojpuri-speaking Eastern 
U.P. (Purvanchali) and Bihar 
residents settled in the city. 

Tiwari is a well-known 
Bhoj pur i actor-singer from 
Bihar. He has been able to 
solidly connect to this com¬ 
munity which was evident 
in BJP’s impressive victories 
in municipal polls in 2017 
and the Lok Sabha poll this 
year” they said. 

In the run up to the As¬ 
sembly polls, scheduled ear¬ 
ly next year, the Delhi BJP 
has reportedly added 
around 17 lakh new mem¬ 
bers, with its leaders claim¬ 
ing it will be a major 
strength for the party as it 
looks to upstage the AAP in 
the national capital. 



Humid day in national capital 

Cloudy sky forecast for Sunday 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Delhiites experienced a humid on 
Saturday with light rainfall in some 
parts of the national capital, offi¬ 
cials said. The maximum tempera¬ 
ture settled at 33.9 degrees Celsius 
and the minimum was recorded at 
28 degrees Celsius, a meteorologi¬ 
cal department official said. 

The Palam observatory recorded 
1.8 mm rainfall, they said. Humidi¬ 


ty levels oscillated between 80% 
and 76%. The weatherman has fo¬ 
recast cloudy sky for Sunday with 
the possibility of light rain and 
thundershowers. 

Maximum temperature is ex¬ 
pected to be around 32 degrees Cel¬ 
sius and the minimum 27 degrees 
Celsius, he said. On Friday, the city 
recorded a high of 36.2 degrees Cel¬ 
sius, three notches above normal, 
and a low of 24.6 degrees Celsius. 
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DOCTOR 


SC ARUNTHATHIAR Thiruvathirai 
27yrs MBBS, Pursuing M.S. Seeks 
Suitable Doctor Groom age 28-31 yrs. 
Ct:9944558192/7825045854 


KANNADA 


HINDU LINGAYATH 1981 MSc, 
working at Hyd, never married. Seeks 
proposals from well settled Hindu Veg 
families Ct: 9886049096/ 
Iakkanapriya17@gmail.com 


HINDU VOKKALIGA 24/153 BE Civil, 
Master Dip. Arch, from Coimbatore, 
seeks groom, Ct: 9791768175. 


MALAYALAM 


TAMIL 


VISHWAKARMA 30/170 BE ECE SW Di¬ 
vorcee cbe. seeks educated well 
settled suitable person, preferred 
other equivalent caste also. 
dwasfm@gmail.com 8668084945. 

HINDU ARUNDHATHIYAR (SC) 24 
BSc (Computer Science), Star Moo- 
lam, Rasi Dhanushu, seeks suitable 
groom. Ct: 9994284675 / 9944374996. 


MALAYALEE/RC 24 yrs 155Cm 
Wheatish, MBA seeks suitable Groom PILLAI 23 MBBS Chennai seeks PG 


from a well settled Family. Cont: 
9840083008 

DOCTOR (ORTHO) Nambiar 33/150, 
Star Aswathy working in a leading hos¬ 
pital in North Malabar (1.3L pm), seeks 
well settled professional groom (Dr/ 
Engr/C.A/MBA) from a Hindu, Keralite, 
Same community. Cont: 8144140365 

ALLIANCE INVITED for Middle Class 
ChennaiSettled Nair Girl, Pooyam 
33 Years, 160 cm, Asst. Prof, 
Shortly and legally divorced & no 
Issues. Please Contact 
9840121318. Email: massask1985@ 
gmail.com 

NAIR GIRL 26/154 Revathi, BE, em¬ 
ployed, Chennai settled seeks Chen¬ 
nai settled Nair family. 9500012855 

PALGHAT EZUVA Settled in Chennai 
Ayilyam 23 BTech working Trivandrum 
seeks Educated, Well Settled Groom. 
Contact: 044- 24918698 / 9444620424 

EZHAVA SHUDHAJATAKAM Poorurttathi 
slim fair 164 cm 34 years Ph.D 
9895139391/ ad2@travancore.net. 
Prefer educated well- employed 
grooms. 

HINDU EZHAVA fair 26 B.com MBA 156 
Trichur based Chennai settled not 
employ seeks Same caste PG well em¬ 
ployed. No Sutha Jadagam 9600048964 

Palakkad Nair Girl 25/ 5'3" Architect in 
Bangalore Seeks Alliance. Phone: 
9600033701. 

HYD Based Nair Gril, 1982 Dec, Veg. 
Software Eng. Nair/ Brahmin/Veg simi¬ 
lar working Groom. Ph: 9553389111, 
Email: kanakakumar21@gmail.com 


TAMIL 


RC F-AD, M-Manglorian MDS 30/165 
AsstProfessor CollegChen seek PGDr/ 
Engr/Civil Service Groom.9444157888 

CHRISTIAN A.G. Adi Dravida girl 27/ 
165 B.E, M.Tech doing Ph.D fair slim 
working in MNC at Bangalore seeks 
suitable groom from AG/CSI ct: 
9940766280. 

CSI CHRISTIAN Tall & Fair 33yrs 
MBA (UK) Well Educated & Affluent 
Family@ Bangalore.Ct: 9845134644 

VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA 25/165 
BCom,MA,MSW seek suitable well sett 
led Groom. 8825936063 / 9789058444 


Doctor in Pillai / Mudaliar Chen¬ 
nai Geetham 9884858014 

VANNIYA KULA KSHATRIYAR see¬ 
king alliance for a slim and fair girl 
27 yrs/150cm, B.Tech (Civil), Thiru- 
vonam/Maharam. 

Contact: 9566900736, 9442269337 

HINDU SC PR Kongu 1984 MBBS DCH 
Govt Doctor, working in Govt Hospi¬ 
tal seeks suitable groom. 94436 
80973. 

THULUVA VELLALA Mudaliar Girl 32 
Uthiratathy / Wheatish, M.Sc, Ph.D 
Scientist Earn Monthly abovel Lakh, 
seeks Never Married Employed Groom 
Mudaliar/Pillai 34-36yrs Scientist/Asst. 
Prof./Engr. Contact after Evening 6pm. 
Cont: 9940840760 

Vanniyakula Kshatria poosam 33/162 
B.Tech(IT) Employed lOLpa seek Edu¬ 
cated Well Settled Groom.9003206527 

SC 26/164, B.E MBA, Fair.Seeks 
working Govt / PVT Groom with good 
family.Ct:9444991091 

HINDU GAVARA 28 MBBS DG0 Thanjavur 
native seeks doctor groom, MBBS 
preferably post graduation. Any 
Naidu ct: 9789742455, 9791464376 

Tamil Muslim Very Very Fair / BE / 
29/175cm married at very young age 
and got divorced within short period 
seeks well educated employed broad 
minded groom below 35years. Conta¬ 
ct : 9486277087 / Mail Id: 

emessrubbers@yahoo.com 

MUDALIAR : 25, MBBS,MS, Own Hospi¬ 
tal in Chennai, Elite Family, Only 
Daughter, Seeks Groom , Doctor / 
Business-9150153813 

MUDALIAR (CNB): 29, Master Degree 
(UK), Elite Family, Seeks Groom 
Well placed, India / Abroad / Pro¬ 
fessional / Business - 8220989920 

SC HINDU 26/167cm M. SC., Comp. 
Working, slim/fair, Thulam, Vis- 
agam seeks protessional/graduate 
bridegroom (age 27 to 31) CT 
9840478381 

NADAR CHRISTIAN 30/156 Fair slim 
M.Sc. MBA, Nursing Tutor AIIMS 
Rs.85000/- pm, seeks suitable, well 
employed, god fearing, same commu¬ 
nity groom with clean habits preferably 
K.K. DIST/ T.Veli. 9486386355/ 
9486151161. 


TAMIL 


LEGALLY Separated innocent Hindu 
DKV girl 32/164cms BE MBA Uthirat- 
tahi Meenam, settled in Chennai, Govt 
bank, seeks groom, CNB. 9361565762 

HINDU /MARUTHUVAR Anusham 28Y 
160cm Fair CA MNC Rs.13L PA CNB 
Ct: 8870790377 

BAKYA& BANU Msc.B.Ed M.Phil, Yadava 
(CasteNoBar), 16.12.82, Dhanusu, 
Moolam, 8.35am, 3rd Padam,Chennai 
9080988170, Chennai Alliance pre¬ 
ferred 

MUDALIAR UNMARRIED 40/164 Chithi- 
rai Kanni, MCA Manager SW MNC 
Seeks Educated Employed Groom CNB 
9444909656/segaran1950@gmail.com 

HINDU VELLALAR Age 25 / 165cm / 
B.Tech Software Engg @ Amazon. 
Need Groom from Good Family.Ct: 
9894576474 

BRAHMIN UNMARRIED 48/164 BE slim 
smart good-looking cultured seeks 
well educated well settled groom 
from decent family. Ct: 
7904047596/ smpost19@gmail.com 

HINDU SOZHIYA Vellalar 35/160cm 
MBBS, Divorcee ( No Child ). Seeks 
MBBS, BDS, PG. Suitable groom, (No 
Child) good family. Contact 
9500766577 

SC/AD HINDU/MSC, D/B/1983 158cm 
Visaham, Dhulam Seek Suitable qual¬ 
ified employed 9444866276, 
9445755194 

YADAVA NOVI983, MSC MPhil SET 
Eng college Rs.30,000 Chennai. Ct: 
Murugan 9486322683 

1986 born Rich and affluent Iyer girl 
US Educated employed in Microsoft 
Minneapolis, seeks suitable Iyer / Iyen¬ 
gar with similar background age diffe¬ 
rence 1 to 2 years only others excuse. 
Ct: 9443058074/vsmk50@gmail.com 

SC TELUGU 41/164, C.Govt Officer, 
Hastham. Seeks CNB Govt 40-45yrs. 
harithi.72@gmail.com. Ct: 

09789980514 

YADAV 39 BSc Smart Bank Job 1st 
Marriage Well Settled in Kilpauk 
Chennai Seeks Suitable Groom 73389 
64190 

GAVARA/ANUSHAM 29 ME DyEngr 
Airlndia 7LPA seeks well setld 
grooms in Delhi 8075919180/smkmdas@ 
gmail.com 

HINDU NADAR 40/153cm, Ph.D, 
PDF, working in pvt university in TN, 
seeks Groom vegetarian, clean habits, 
Ph.D Teaching/Research, Medical 
Doctor. Ct: rajasundarib56@gmail.com 

DIVORCEE: ARCHANA 29, Vanniyar, 
B.TECH (IT), 8 yrs girl baby, 
seeks suitable bridegroom. Ct: 
9159846494. 


TAMIL 


■ 


From BharatMatrimony 


COSMOPOLITAN 


BARANI MESHAM Girl Oct‘89 Born, 
BE, Ht-165 Language Trainer in For¬ 
eign Consulate parents Pillai/lyer seek 
sutbl groom 9047012784, 9843413549 


Matrimony 


ELITE BRIDES WANTED 

BRAHMIN, 28, 183 ems, Doctor, pursuing MS. 
Lives in Chennai. Father is a Chartered Accountant. 
Family is financially well off with a good net worth. 
Looking for a suitable well educated match from 
the same community. Contact: 8695668994 

MUDALIYAR, 32, 178 ems, Businessman, B.E. 
Lives in Chennai. Father is a Businessman. Looking 
for an affable and well educated match from the 
same community. Contact: 8695568994 

MUDALIYAR, 32, 175 ems, Businessman, MIB. 
Lives in Karur. Father is a Businessman. Looking for 
a suitable well educated match from the same 
community. Contact: 9360204567 

REDDY/INTERCASTE, 26, 175 ems, 
Entrepreneur, B.E. Lives in Pondicherry. Father is a 
Businessman. Family is financially well off. Looking 
for a likeminded and well educated match from any 
community. Contact: 7449270602 

CHETTIAR, 37,173 ems, Divorced, Entrepreneur, 
MBA. Lives in Canada. Father is an Advocate. 
Family is financially well off. Looking for a 
likeminded and well educated match. Contact: 
9380054837 


ELITE GROOMS WANTED 

BRAHMIN, 24,160 ems, Entrepreneur, M.Com. Lives 
in Trichy. Father is a Businessman. Family is financially 
well off with a good net worth. Looking for a 
compatible and well educated match from the same 
community. Contact: 9380054626 

GOUNDER/BRAHMIN (INTERCASTE), 31, 163 

ems, Doctor, MS/DNB. Lives in Chennai. Father is a 
Doctor. Family is financially well off with a good net 
worth. Looking for a likeminded and well educated 
match from any community. Contact:9362949028 

REDDY, 30, 6ft, Director, MBA from a premier 
Institute. Lives in Chennai. Family is financially well off 
with a net worth in Crores. Looking for a compatible 
and well educated match in India/Abroad. Contact: 
9699517535 

NAIDU, 27, 157 ems, Doctor, MS. Lives in Chennai. 
Father is a Businessman. Looking for a likeminded 
Doctor match from any Telugu community. Contact: 
7449270602 

INTERCASTE, 28, 165 ems, Doctor, MS. Lives in 
Nagercoil. Father is a Doctor. Looking for a likeminded 
and well educated match from any community. 
Contact: 7448745333 


Exclusive matchmaking service for the elite 
0 Call us: 1800 200 4433 www.elitematrimony.com 


ROMAN CATHOLIC 28 yrs 172cm 
MBA at Blore seeks BE/Doc/PG 
groom. Contact 9538199281 


DIVORCEE 


Match for Kerala Christian Issueless 
IFS girl (Ministry of External affairs De¬ 
lhi ) 34 yrs./ 5'2". Well employed issu¬ 
eless divorcee below 40 yrs. Email: 
antony.cochin@gmail.com Whatsapp 
9447307115 


TAMIL 

1 

TAMIL 

I 

TAMIL 


HINDU 31/ 160 cm wheatish MRCP 
(UK) seeks Doctor groom in UK/ 
Chennai.Ct 9483098037. 


BRIDEGROOMS WANTED 


Fair, Beautiful, Cultured 
Doctor Girl, MD 2 nd year, 
Chennai, 30/165, 
Father Kerala Nair - Doctor, 
Mother Tamil CSI. 
Grooms with 
MD / MS / DM / M.Ch. 
Keralites & Tamils preferred. 


98400 50381/98409 85383 


IAS /ALLIED SERVICES 


I.R.A.S HINDU SC/AD 30/165 Pooram 
Simam, S.RIy,Chennai seeks suitable 
Groom. Caste No bar. Ct: 9444656046 


ALLIANCE FOR young businesswomen 
M.S, [UK] based in Chennai, 26, 
5.4 ht, fair, Beautiful, clean 
habits. Inter-caste Parents of Vel¬ 
lalar Community, Business in Gar¬ 
ment Exports, Agri, Construction, 
Travels, Minings. Suitable al¬ 
liance age below 30 with clean 
habits preferred. Caste no bar. 
Email: g5tradesolutionschennai@gmai 
l.com. 7299744777 


M.Sc, B.Ed 34/160 unmarried B'lore, 
seeks well educated unmarried/ di¬ 
vorced groom. CNB Ct: 9591815684 


CSI NADAR Christain Girl 30 Fair 
158cm BE, CTS Chennai God Fearing 
Seeks Nadar CSI Bridegroom BE, ME, 
MCA, MBA Working in Chennai With 
Clean Habits-9443811493 

INTERCASTE HINDU 25/162 
M.Pharm Grad from Affluent Industria¬ 
list Family in Cbe seeks suitable 
Groom preferably Working Abroad 
Caste no bar. PH: 98424-53500. 

MUDALIAR EDUCATED parents seek 
groom for their daughter Uthiratad- 
hi 29/155 BE & journalism job@ 
Chennai. CT: 9841281331. 

thanga1960@gmail.com 

CSI CHRISTIAN 32/158 M.Sc IT Work¬ 
ing HCL Chennai Seeks Suitable 
Wellplaced Groom. 9884016726/ 
9003269127. 

US BASED Christian Girl MS, MBA 
171, 1985 born, IT Professional 

from well known Chennai based af¬ 
fluent family Seeks US /Canada /Eu¬ 
rope based well settled grooms, 

mail id: seekingfaith85@gmail.com 

CHRISTIAN CSI Nadar Nellai, Age: 
37, 175 cm, Divorced V.Fair, Sin¬ 
gle, AsstProfessor. Contact: 

9840071907 

MD(PEADIAC) Govt, RC Christian 
Fernando, 30/157cm, Fair, Divorcee 
seeks suitable Groom. Same Caste 
only. Ct: 9443130288 

CHRISTIAN NADAR BRIDE May 1992 
Very Fair GOD FEARING, Very Afflu¬ 
ent Business Family Contact: 
9843027792 

CSI CHRISTIAN Nadar Girl Fair, 
Good Looking, 03-04-1986 born / 
152cm / M.Sc M.Phil , working as 
Assistant Professor in a Reputed 
Women’s College, Mount Road, Chen¬ 
nai. Both Parents Doctors (Private) 
, Suitable Alliance, Employed / 
Settled in Chennai / With Clean 
Habits from Same Community. Con¬ 
tact: 9841182514 

RC SOZHIA Vellalar Pillai 27 Bank 
Asst Manager seeks suitable groom 
Business/Empld Caste NoBar 
9443219653 

AD CHRISTIAN Just 26/145/ 18000 
MBA (Media), working in Media Co 
(Chennai), only child, Father - 
Sr. Govt Executive, seeks suitable 
alliance, around 28 yrs, any Chris¬ 
tian denomination. Caste no bar. 
07827070949 / dgmashok65@ 

yahoo.co.in 

SC MAGAM 25/150, BE (ECE),Cud- 
dalore, Govt. Job in Chennai 25000/- 
pm, Seeks qualified groom. 
Cont:9442143814 / 9442343766 


jJ IYER BRIDE lip 
GROOM WANTED 


Well Settled Parents of Iyer 
Bride, Tanjore native, Vadama, 
Srivatsam, looking for suitable 
bridegroom with clean habits- 
PG Speciality Doctors / Class 1 
Officers / IIM Graduates / 
Industrialists/ Business 
community / Majestic 
Employment in Inida/ abroad 
for their daughter. 

Bride is Medical Doctor 
27 /5.2 s (155) 

Very fair/ Beautiful. 

Very Samrt, Charming, 
Intelligent, Academicaly good, 
now in PG course process 


Contact: 

JLindustriesChennai@ 

p^M-som if ET 

SC-AD 32/157 Bharani, Mesham BE 
Sr.SWE, TCS Rs.85000pm seek same 
caste g room.9952147216/8838034943 

32 /158CM Divorcee Veg Hindu Ra¬ 
jput Hastam MBA Self Emp No Issues 
Seeks Well Emp Groom CNB 
Ct:8939449193 

DKV HINDU Native: Tiruchendur, BE 
(CS) 34 y 164 cm Chennai. 5L PA. 
BE (ECE) 30 y 168 cm HCL Chennai. 
9.5 L PA, well settled. Seeks qual¬ 
ified groom. Ph- 9600466472, 
9962112252 

DEVENDRAKULA VELLALAR, 37/MBA, 
Fair, Divorcee, no issues, seeks 
groom from good family, without 
children. Caste no bar. Call 
8072997679 

HINDU NADAR /B.TECH /Age 27 /155cm 
/ 60,000p/m /K.A.Raman Nadar 

what’s app Ct: 9380791999 

SAIVA PILLAI 28/172 veg v fair IT 
M tech UMC seeks veg fair groom- 
Chennai sr67867@gmail.com 

9883895200 

MUDALIAR MDS 27/160 Fair Rich 
Seeks rich fair Dr/Engr groom 
Sr67867@Gmail.Com9443895200 

DEVAR : 24/MBBS, Govt.Hosp,Doctor 
,Chennai,40000 Pm, Business Fami¬ 
ly, Seeks Doctor/ Business 
8925019776 




f Sathiyi 
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Elite Grooms Wanted 


Nagtrcoil: RC CSI NatLir, 
Fair Good Looking k 
Ft run daily well p(T, I39S | 
173 cm | B Tcch. PG DM | 
Seeks | Bnstn-e&a Family with 
Clean Habits, 


Chennai- CSI Nfcltlsr, 

Fair Good Looking & 
Financially well off. 1383 | 
IG4 cm | B. A.Eng j Seeks | 
Business Faintly with 
Clean Habits 


TELUGU 


KAMMANAIDU (300CR) beautiful bride 
MBA 27/165 Affluent Family, No De¬ 
mands. 9341222222 / 9842314444 

KAMMA NAIDU, 27/157, Beautiful, 
MBBS(MD) Radiology, 150Cr Proper¬ 
ty, Elite Family, 8056272922, 
9003281596 

GAVARA NAIDU, 29/168, Fair, Beauti¬ 
ful, BDS, Dental Doctor, 45000PM, 
Rich Family,9789850231, 9677086774 


Exclusive Christian matrimonial services 

95000 13333 www.myiwstw3mp8nion.cijm 


Tamil Muslim, well 
Settled Industrialist 
family in Chennai 
Seeks Medico MD/MS 
Groom for their daughter 
doing MD (Radiology) 
1st year in Chennai. 

25yrs /158cm / Fair 


9884015371 

9600074295 


DOCTOR GROOM WANTED 


Doctor MBBS MD 
34/167 fair 
Protestant Tamil 
Christian Nadar BC 
innocent divorcee no 
issues seeks Tamil 
Christian Doctor 
Groom MBBS MD/MS 
Caste no bar 


PH: 9843526370 


BRIDEGROOM WANTED 


Doctor girl 26f165cm, WS(OG) 
good looking, cultured, from 
doctor family, Pillai / Mudaliar 
community seeking Ml S/M D 
grooms or qualified 
entrepreneurs (B£/CA)from 
we 11 settled families 
Allied Caste no bar. 


98423 33245 


HINDU NADAR, 25, BE,MBA,Good Look¬ 
ing, Well Settled Family Seeks 
Suitable Groom, CNB, Contact: 
7200829304 

32 YRS Divorcee, working in pri¬ 
vate sector after her Super spe¬ 
ciality, Mudaliyar caste (Veg), 
seeks well qualified Dcotor from 
Mudaliar / Pillai. Contact no: 
8637603240 

ME , 5.2" , 20.07.1992 , Pisces , 
Puratathi, Native: Erode. Peter- 
ring educated gavara naidu groom 
Ph no. 9965157980. 

HINDU 23 /160 Wheatish M Sc Elec¬ 
tronics (Anna University) seeks 
Groom 26 / 28 NT / IIM / Civil 
Services / Doctor / NRI Groom. Ct 
9444229142 

HINDU NADAR MBBS, MD, 2nd year, 
Chennai, 27/164, seeks same caste 
bridegroom. Ct:9500071949 

MUDALIAR, 29/160, Beautiful, 
B.E,SWE, MNC, 40000PM, Rich Fami¬ 
ly, Seeks any profl,9566002501, 
9500147440 

PILLAI, 26/155, Beautiful, B. 

E(EEE), ITI, ENGINEER, 480000PA, 
Well to do Family, 9500085718, 

9003077746 

CHETTIAR, 27/173, Fair, MDS, Doc¬ 
tor, 400000PA, Well Settled Fmly, 
Seeks any profl,8056091059, 

7358378866 

YADHAVA, 27/173, Fair, MBBS, Doc¬ 
tor, 45000PM, Well to do Family, 
Seeks any profl,8056272922, 

9003281596 

ADIDRAVIDAR, 26/165, Fair, BAMS, 
Doctor, 50000PM, OWN CLINIC,Seeks 
any graduate, 8056272922, 
9003281596 

TAMIL Brahmin Iyer Brahacharanam 
Salankayana 31/160 MS(0&G) F.R.M. 
fair parents both leading Doctors, Co¬ 
imbatore base seeks PG Doctor, PhD 
CA Groom - 9789551021/ 9442011602 

TAMIL IYENGAR girl, Mumbai, Bha¬ 
rani, Vadulam, 27, 57", BLS LLB, 
PGD in Supply Chain Management, 
working as Manager, Asia-Pacific 
region seeks suitable alliance 
from Mumbai based Tamil Iyengar 
grooms. Contact 09819594053, 
08425843221 

IYER HARITHAM Revathi2 Oct 72 Blr 
girl seeks well settled never married 
Brahmin boys 46-49. Send BHP 
sree.lashmi108@gmail.com 


Elite Bride Groom 
Wanted 


Brides Famil 


1 Chennai based 
Tamil Nadar -Gramani. Father 
in different wings of business & 
educational institution in 
Chennai. Financially very well 
off family with net worth of 
multiple Crores. 

Moral valued parents 

mm Very fair, smart, 
Charming BE & MBA, November 
1989 born 5.2” (156) 2nd 
Daughter of family, assisting 
to father in his business 
Seeking only 
Chennai based Grooms 
prferably Doctors / Industrialists/ 
fair business community 
with good social status. 

Caste no bar. 


Contact: 

GEmadras2010@ 

gmaii.com 



Tamil Muslim, 32/57" fair 
complexion, mhcp:MD. 
Oncologist looking fora 
groom, with Professional 
status, settled or willing to 
settle abroad. 


94431 69396 

Mail: lotus.brG4@gniatl.CQrn. 


TAMILNAD BROUGHTUP Nair girl 45 
Pooyam MSc PhD Asst Profsr Chicago 
US Citizen, invite Malayalam / Tamil 
US residing boys. Ct:09895824803. 


TELUGU 


BALIJA/GAVARA 25/168 Arudhra BE 
SWE MNC Bangalore 12 Lacs PA Fair 
Seeks Bangalore/Us Groom. 
9442994594, thirumoorthybalakrishna 
n@gmail.com 


HINDU TELUGU fair & good looking 
girl studied MS & working as SWE in 
USA 27/175 seeks suitable Groom in 
USA fair & Handsome 29/183cm. Any 
Cast Hindu Community only. Horo¬ 
scope matching. Ph: 9346831228, 
9390455676 


Gavara /Balija 26/177 Avittam MBBS, 
Working UPHC,Chennai seeks MBBS/ 
MS/MD GroomBelow31 yr.7845636899 


REDDY MS / 33 Years divorcee issue 
less working in USA seeks suitable 
Bridegroom, Working in USA MS or 
Ph.D/ CNB CTC: 8217615318 / 
9845033729. 


NAIDU : 500 Cr, 24, B.Tech, Own 
Construction ,Schools, Steel Indus¬ 
try, Textile Mill, Only Daughter, 
Business Family, Seeks groom - 
Business / Doctor 8925019776 


Balija Krithigai Risaba 1983,Veg,PhD 
CentralGovt Officer seeks Doctor/Engr 
PhD/Groom lndia/Abroad.9841061501 


VELAMA NAIDU Well settled family 
Coimbatore seeks suitable alliance 
for their daughter MBA, 5.6" Re- 
vati/ Meenam 30 yrs. 9363262127 


SMU PARENTS Chennai seek a tall, 
well settled, educated groom with 
Islamic values for their daughter, 
MA (English) 23 ,5.8" wheatish. 
Contact - 9840144065 kadir_nawab@ 
yahoo.com 

AHLEHADITH URDU Muslimah from Chen¬ 
nai, 23/172 cm, MSc. Seeking Reli- 
- gious/Tall Muslim groom 9176271056 

GAVARA/BALIJA AVITTAM 26 Fair-Good SMU 24/162 C.A, B.Com, Employed 
Looking,BE(E&I) Suitable Groom Sub- Petroleum Co.AsstTeamManagerchen 
Caste Nobar. 8056093838 / seeks Professionally Qualfd, Employed 

9500009694 in Chennai Groom. 9884241477 (W) 


TELUGU 


SC Hindu Mala Fair Girl 27 5'5" B- 
Tech MBA Govt Officer IOCL Madurai 
7L PA Seeks Govt Officer 8919394072 


BALIJANAIDU GOODLOOKING 25/162 BE 
(ECE) Engg. MNC/Chennai 60K p.m. 
9345563793/9384887888 


SMU/AGE 35/BA/UNMARRIED/ fair and 
good looking Seeks Urdu Speaking 
Bridegroom.Ct: 9840601825 / 

9094535986 

SMU Fair Bride BE 26/ 164 Parents 
Seek Fair Educated Businessman / 
Employed Groom. Photo & CV to 
Email us to: firaaz@yahoo.com 


GAVARA 1993.163 cm Mesham sevvai 
dhosham MBA unemployed seeks suit¬ 
able groom Ph: 74025 88963 


BRIDES WANTED 


COMPUTER/INFO.TECH. 


ALLIANCE FOR our only son, aged 29 
yrs, B.E, Fair, Inter-caste Vel¬ 
lalar, handsome with clean habits 
residing in Chennai, height 578, 
MD of leading Construction compa¬ 
ny, Fair & beautiful bride from a 
decent, affluent educated family 
with clean habits preferred. Caste 
no bar age below 27 yrs. E-mail : 
g5tradesolutionschennai@gmail.com 
9841067393 


TAMIL 


COSMOPOLITAN 


ENGINEER 63 Divorcee seeks caring 
affectionate pleasant looking lady. On¬ 
ly genuine person please. 8618808814 


Senior Executive in Central Services 
in his fifties,tamil,divorcee, well settled, 
fair, tall, Seeks well settled, elite wo¬ 
man 45 - 54, divorcee / widow as a life 
companion and soul mate. CNB. Send 
details to thengu.2019@gmail.com or 
contact-8098112221 


PHD(MECH) FAIR 40, Professor, 
15Lac pa, Chennai, issueless di¬ 
vorcee, needs bride. Caste no bar 
9003844675 


VANNIYAKULAKSHATRIYA BBA 35/178 
own business IL/pm well settled 
seeks pretty girl from good family 
back ground (Caste no bar). 
8883668666 

PILLAI 25 BE Chennai seeks Profes¬ 
sional Bride in Pillai/Mudaliar. 
Geetham 9884858014 

INTERCASTE VELLALAR (RC) MBA/31/ 
175 Manager MNC seeks Hindu/Chris¬ 
tian bride working in Chennai 
9884600667 

28 YRS / 5’11 "/Fair/ Affluent/ 

B.E., MBA/ Own business/ Tamil Iy¬ 
er/ Vadama/ Bharadwaj/ Pooradam/ 
Chennai boy seeks suitable girl. 
Contact 9841435760 

TAMIL- VANNIA Kula Kshatriyar (CNB) 
- 39/577 PhD/ Asso.Prof./ Vel¬ 
lore/ Seeks Well Educated Girl/ 
Age- 26-34/Call 9791177668. 

TAMIL IYER Boy 33 Ayalyam BE IT 
work at Netherlands seeks suitable 
bride Ct: 9840068782 

HINDU NADAR , 29, BE, MBA, 12 Lacs 
p.a, Smart look, Seeks Suitable 
bride, CNB, Ct: 7200866346/ 
8778514465 

HINDU SC Caste no bar, 
BE,MBA,Manager,NLC,GOI,45 seeks 
Doctor,Engineer,any graduate bride 
from decent family, no dowry. 

Ct: 9487140882, 6379412795 

Mudhaliar 1971/170 Unmarried BCom 
Sales Manager seeks Bride Religion& 
CasteNoBar.9841190155/9360297552 

HINDU PILLAI 37/156 Rohini ME 
Builder&Promoter seek suitable 
Bride Subcaste No bar 9841129494/ 
9790887504 

✓ GENERAL MANAGER-PVT, 35yrs Yada¬ 
va, Meenam/Uthirattathi Chennai 
Sal-Rs.1.40 L/month.Caste No Bar- 
8610014920 

MUDALIAR (SENGUNTHAR) 32/165 Ket- 
tai, B.Tech Employed in MNC, Chen¬ 
nai,15 Lakhs PA Seeks Bride (Sub 
Caste No Bar) Ct. 9884091279 

_ _ MUDALIAR / PILLAI,32,Bsc, 183Cm, 

.... ,, , Kiruthigai,Rishabam,No Dosham,Own- 

»^,n A ? Rbr hs ,? me ^ 6/ 9 ct9 y er Paints hardwares, Own House, 

M BA ®anker weH sewed famHy We „ Sett | ed in chennai Seeks 
from Delhi. 9717048808,9958198939 grides, Veg Pref. 9444947544 / 

- 9486100566 


KANNADA 


CASTENOBAR (NADAR) affluent 28/180 
fair BE, MS Manager-MNC-New Jersey 
(presently in India). 9841282222 


DIVORCEE 


FINCLY STBLE 56 yr. M. Divorcee, 
RC. Eng Spkng. From Trichy. Look¬ 
ing for a Gd fmly Oriented F. No 
Strings Attached. Btwn 35 to 45 
for Marriage. 8825899789 


DOCTOR 


DOCTOR MD, Felship Radiology, 30/ 
170, punarpoosam, mithunam, seeks 
mudaliar pretty girl degree 
8056357632 


MD GENERAL Physician Chennai Remar¬ 
riage 50yrs Widower With Doctor 
Son seeks MBBS/MD/MS Doctor Hindu 
CNB Above 40yrs. Caring personali¬ 
ty with willingness to manage home 
& workplace. Contact: 9840194855 


VOKKALIGA G0WDER (KANNADA) GROOM, 
Native of Coimbatore, B.E.(Mech) 
M.S.(London) Business Family 32 
Years settled in Chennai seeks 
bride. Contact: 9841737747 


MALAYALAM 


Christian Orthodox boy 31/182 Event 
Management, Digital Marketing, MBA 
Working Advertising Co. in Dubai (born 
& Broughtup at Dubai) seeks Educated 
Christian Bride. Contact:7418835351 
(Whatsup), Dubai No: +971544566500 


FATHER - MUSLIM Mother - Christi¬ 
an. Muslim Boy 34/170 Malaysian Citi¬ 
zen Business in Chennai Seeks Mala- 
yalee Christian or Muslim Girl. 
9884399995, 9840429390 


HINDU NAIR (Palakkad) 28/172 
B.Tech / MBA , Senior Exec.MNC, 
Chennai, Seeks Qlfd, Employd Girl, 
Shuddha Jatakam only 9833325477 / 
9869833984 


EZHAVA DOCTOR boy MD, 28 yrs, 
182 ems, Triketta from Trivandrum 
Doctor parents. Seeks alliance from 
MBBS Doctors height above 160 ems, 
preferably MD / doing MD. Contact: 
9544708208, 6238691214. 


MARATHI 


Madhwa Marathi Desistha 28/170, 
Fair,Harithsa,Revathi.SoftwareAmazon 
6LPA. Seeks Marathi only, Working 
bride. Ct: 8012888018, 9994365798 


ORIYA 


For a Karan Commander in Indian Na¬ 
vy, Qualification-MTech (NT Bombay) 
Internship (Steinbeis University) Ger¬ 
many. Contact- +91 9438183860. 


TAMIL 


TAMIL MUSLIM 33/165 M.Pharm,HoD 
Divorcee Abroad seeks Affluent Good 
looking EducatedBride.Ct:8939384484 


CHRISTIAN 47 DME,ownbusiness, house 
ILpm Divorcee No Issue seeks Bride 
tamanickam @ gmail .com/6379544965 


TAMIL MUSLIM 24/183 CM B.TECH IT 
Banking IT Employee Own House In 
Chennai Seeks Bride Preferably 
Working At Chennai Ct 9486049279 


TAMIL MUSLIM 27/175 MBBS, MS Seeks 
qualified bride ct: 8220042091 
mdullahsafi@gmail.com 


SC/AD SWATHI June-86/164cm, 
MCA, Sr.SWE, 10L pa and Business in 
Chennai, Seeks Educated bride. 
Ct:7358578127 


VANNIYAKULA KSHATRIYA 38/162 
Pooram-2 Padam, B.Tech, ME (MIT), 
Fellowship in Ph.D, NT Kanpur, Whea¬ 
tish, Seeks Equally Qualified bride. 
Cont:6385920041 


VANNIYAR 33/180 Revathy, M.Sc (Phd 
Pursuing) Pvt 45K seeks Suitable 
employed bride 9840044473 

SC 44/180 MS Govt Doctor Chennai 
seeks relates any Medical Dept Bride. 
CasteNoBar.9840374285/8668090209 

THANJAVUR SAIVAM,HINDU, 19.12. 
1977,170 cm,DME,Revathi,Meenam, 
working in Saudi Arabia,Raghu & 
Kethu, Seeking suitable bride from 
Saiva Pillai.Contact 08903981871, 
09845256561 sudharbindhu@gmail.com, 
Brokers excuse 

HINDU, SC/AD, 31/170 Fair,BE(CSE) 
employed in Repco Bank Chennai 
seeks Bride 26/29 yrs employed in 
Govt/PSU/Bank/IT. Ct 9444229142/gee 
thanlc2501@gmail.com 

HINDU AGAMUDIAYAR/THULUVAVELLALAR 
44/M, Never Married Clean Habits 
PG Teacher Private School Seeks 
Bride Caste No Bar Ct: 9585503625 

Tamil Viswakarma 27/170 Puradam 
Ragu Kethu BE MBA Rs.35000 MNC 
Chennai seek sutbl emplyd bride Govt/ 
Private. Age 22-25. CT: 09442214681. 

SENGUNTHAR BTECH 23 Wrich VVFAIR 
BUSI seeks Fair VRich busigr 
sr67867@gmail.com 9883895200 

VADAMAL HARITHA/AYILYAM-3/ 33/170 
affluent BE MBA (IIM) Employed in 
Bangalore seeking Tamil Iyer Edu¬ 
cated, Employed/Unemployed inter¬ 
ested in Carnatic Music Ct: 
9444019245 

Pillai 52,2nd Marriage, MutuallySepe- 
rated,Catering Business seeks simple 
Caring Bride.CasteNoBar.9003273636 

HINDU DIVORCEE, No issues, MS, 
Engr. fair, handsome, clean habits, 33/ 
173, lives in own house, Dalas USA, 
seeks suitable bride, preferably MS, 
Unmarried/ Divorced. Ct: 9986068333 

VADAMAL SANKRITHI uthirattadhi, 
May 1988/183/1,00,000 - MBBS, MD, 
FRCR, Doctor Vellore, Divorcee w/o 
issue. Very short married life, 
seeks Bhramin bride. Divorcee w/o 
issue also acceptable - K Ren- 
ganathan 9007004752 

M-IYENGAR, F(LATE)-CHETTIAR, 34 

yrs / 172 ems, Very Fair, BE SWE 
MNC Chennai 13 L PA, Seeks Suit¬ 
able Bride. Caste No Bar. Veg 
Pref. Ct: 9840116958 

PILLAI 29/177 BE, MBA, SWE, MNC 
Chen seeks Educated Employed Good 
lookingBride.CasteNoBar.9500147451 

PILLAI MS(ENGG) Hastham working in 
California H1B visa, 30/165, seeks 
bride working as software profes¬ 
sional in India Ct: 8903293576, 
04424981810 email: velumani53@ 
gmail.com 

RAGHAVENDRAN 39YRS old person work¬ 
ing in private mne in chennai. 
Star Ayilyam vegetarian family 
only.9941011233 no brokers 
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CITY 5 


Left high and dry 


Consumer panel asks courier, cargo 
firm to pay £5 lakh to govt, body 

It had failed to deliver campaign material to various States in 2010 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The State Consumer Dis¬ 
putes Redressal Commission 
here has directed a private 
courier and cargo company 
to compensate The National 
Trust, which is under the 
Union Ministry of Social Jus¬ 
tice, by paying £5 lakh for 
failing to deliver campaign 
material to various States in 
2010 . 

The National Trust 

The directions came when 
The National Trust ap¬ 
proached the consumer pa¬ 
nel stating that despite pay¬ 
ing £25,000 for the material 
to be delivered to various 
States, the company failed to 
do so. 

“The company was hand- 


It is an undisputed 
fact that the 
complainant and 
opposite parties 
did enter into a 
contract for the 
delivery of items 
required for the 
occasion. It is also 
undisputed that 
the items were not 
delivered causing 
agony and 
harassment to the 
complainant 

STATE CONSUMER DISPUTES 
REDRESSAL COMMISSION 

ed over the entire material to 
be sent with the instruction 
to ensure safe delivery with¬ 
out any delay... However, la¬ 
ter the complainant was in¬ 


formed that the material was 
still lying with the company. 
The complainant was asked 
to make the immediate pay¬ 
ment of £.35 lakh,” read the 
complaint. 

Additional amount 

Further, it was contended 
that despite paying the addi¬ 
tional amount, the company 
failed to deliver the material 
to 11 destinations and “there¬ 
by rendered the entire ef¬ 
forts at those 11 destinations 
to be meaningless for want 
of the awareness material”. 

Holding the company def¬ 
icient in services for failing 
to deliver the material, the 
consumer panel observed, 
“It is an undisputed fact that 
the complainant and oppo¬ 
site parties did enter into 


contract for the delivery of 
items required for the occa¬ 
sion. It is also undisputed 
that the items were not deli¬ 
vered causing agony and ha¬ 
rassment to the 
complainant.” 

While the Trust asked for 
a compensation of over £25 
lakh for the deficiency, the 
State commission observed, 
“Keeping in view of the facts 
and circumstances of the 
case and the legal position, 
the Bench is of the consi¬ 
dered view that the ends of 
justice would be met if com¬ 
pensation of £5 lakh is 
awarded in favour of the 
complainant.” 

The consumer forum ad¬ 
ded that the complainant 
has to be compensated with¬ 
in three months. 




A washerman dries clothes on the banks of the Yamuna. Road and rail movement on the Old Iron Bridge partially resumed after 
water level in the river receded in Delhi on Saturday, -r.v. moorthy 


‘Furnish timelines for 
Yamuna rejuvenation’ 

NGT directs Delhi, Haryana and U.P. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed the State 
governments of Delhi, Ha¬ 
ryana and Uttar Pradesh to 
furnish timelines pertaining 
to the rejuvenation of river 
Yamuna. 

While directing various 
agencies, including the Del¬ 
hi Pollution Control Com¬ 
mittee, Delhi Development 
Authority and the Delhi Jal 
Board, to furnish timelines 
for action plans as well, a 
Bench headed by NGT Chair¬ 
person Justice Adarsh Ku¬ 
mar Goel observed that pre¬ 
vious timelines have “failed 
repeatedly”. 

“It is made clear that the 
tribunal will finalise the 


fresh timelines with clear ad¬ 
verse consequences of vio¬ 
lating such revised time¬ 
lines. This is necessary as 
repeated timelines have not 
been adhered to in the last 
30 years and pollution of riv¬ 
er Yamuna is continuing,” 
the Bench observed. 

Adding that the pollution 
in the river needs to be 
curbed, the Bench said, 
“Such pollution needs to be 
controlled at the earliest for 
protection of environment 
and public health and hav¬ 
ing regard to unique signifi¬ 
cance of the river Yamuna 
which is a major tributary of 
river Ganga.” The Bench 
specified that the final order 
in the matter will be passed 
by September 6. 


Gangsters Act on five ‘journalists’ 
over ‘motivated’ content on portal 

They allegedly put pressure on policemen to serve their ends 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

Five men, who identified 
themselves as journalists, 
have been booked under the 
Gangsters Act for allegedly 
putting pressure on police 
personnel to serve their ends 
and threatening to circulate 
“motivated” news stories to 
malign the image of the cops, 
officials said here on 
Saturday. 

The five worked as a gang 
with a motive to have govern¬ 
ment officials, especially pol¬ 
icemen, work for their agen¬ 
da, mostly to help accused in 
police cases, in lieu of mo¬ 
ney, the police and adminis¬ 
tration officials here said. 

“Accused Pandit, Goyal, 


Rai and Pandey have been 
arrested, while their fifth 
partner Raman Thakur is ab¬ 
sconding,” Gautam Buddh 
Nagar District Magistrate 
B.N. Singh said in a joint 
press conference with Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
Vaibhav Krishna. 

“Using their influence as 
media persons, the gang was 
putting undue pressure on 
officers to prevent them 
from carrying out their law¬ 
ful duty,” Mr. Singh said. 

He said the officials, who 
would not toe their line, 
were targeted by the gang, 
which disseminated content 
to malign their image and cit¬ 
ed the headlines of a couple 
of their news stories which 


accused the police force in 
Noida and other parts of Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh of caste bias in 
transfers. 

“They would put out mo¬ 
tivated news stories to ma¬ 
lign their image, create a ne¬ 
gative perception about such 
officials, including IPS offic¬ 
ers, by circulating content on 
their news portals, social 
media and WhatsApp,” Mr. 
Singh said. 

SSP Krishna said the ac¬ 
cused have been arrested 
and none of them is an accre¬ 
dited journalist. 

They have been accused 
of misusing “freedom of ex¬ 
pression” by running “base¬ 
less news” targeting police 
officers, the FIR details state. 


Minor lulled in 
road accident, 
driver held 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A seven-year-old boy died 
and his father sustained in¬ 
juries after a truck hit the 
bike they were travelling 
on in Outer North’s Swa- 
roop Nagar on Saturday. 
The truck driver has been 
arrested and the police 
have registered a case on 
charges of rash driving and 
causing death by 
negligence. 

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Outer North) 
Gaurav Sharma said that 
the deceased has been 
identified as Vansh, a resi¬ 
dent of Burari. His father 
Sunil is undergoing treat¬ 
ment, the police said. 

They said that Mr. Sunil 
was riding the bike while 
Vansh was sitting pillion 
when the incident hap¬ 
pened. 

“The truck driver was 
driving rash. Mr. Sunil 
drove ahead of him when 
the truck hit the bike from 
right side. Mr. Sunil was 
thrown a few metres away 
while the boy came under 
the wheels,” Mr Sharma 
said. 


DELHI TODAY 


Music: Today's event at the second 
edition of Shudh Dhwani, an annual 
festival of Hindustani classical mu¬ 
sic will feature a vocal recital by 
Ravi Pal with Ejaz Khan (Sarangi) 
and Romaan Khan (Tabla) and a 
flute violin Jugalbandi by Pt. Ronu 
Majumdar (Flute), Pt. Kumaresh 
(Violin) with Pt. Tanmoy Bose 
(Tabla) and Pt. Harikumar (Mrid- 
angam) at Triveni Auditorium, Triv- 
eni Kata Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 
6 p.m. 

Talk: Swami Durgeshananda on 
Vivekachudamani at Ramana 
Kendra, Lodhi Road, 5 p.m. 

Exhibition: "The Nature of 
Things", a solo painting exhibition 
by Kota Neelima at Visual Arts Gal¬ 
lery, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Recapturing the mar¬ 
vels of Rajasthan", a solo exhibition 
of acrylic on canvas, soft pastels on 
paper, water colour on paper and 
mixed media by Priyanka Banerjee 
at Convention Centre Foyer, India 
Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiothehindu.co.in) 






FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 100 TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090 


E-mail to CP, Delhi at: cp.amulyapatnaik@delhipolice.gov.in § 

Write to: CP, Delhi at P.O. Box. No. 171, GPO, New Delhi § 


Never fly kites near 
power lines, in the path 
of traffic, aircrafts or 
near highways. 


Never use wire, 
metallic thread or 
wire strings. You may 
be electrocuted. 


Metallic Manjhas can 
slit the throat or cause 
injury to passers-by 
and birds. 

o> 


SHANTI SEWA NYAYA 


It is a Safety Hazard & a Punishable Offence 


/w 


Never attempt 
yourself to remove 
your kite from 
a power line. 






Claims tribunal grants wife of road 
accident victim ?15 lakh compensation 

Victim was standing on the footpath when an SUV hit him 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A Motor Accident Claims Tri¬ 
bunal has awarded a com¬ 
pensation of £15.13 lakh to 
the wife of a 22-year-old man 
who lost his life in a road ac¬ 
cident in 2017. 

The victim was standing 
on the footpath when an 
SUV hit him from behind. 
The car owner was driving 
it. In his defence, the vehicle 
owner said that no accident 
had taken place with his 


SUV. However, he did not ex¬ 
amine any defence witness 
in his support. 

The insurer of the offend¬ 
ing vehicle did not press any 
defence. 

Unskilled worker 

The petitioners had de¬ 
manded £15 lakh compensa¬ 
tion but the tribunal brought 
down it to £15.13 lakh by fix¬ 
ing deceased’s earning at 
£>,162 per month of an un¬ 
skilled worker at the rate of 


£237 per day in Bihar at the 
time of the accident. 

As the petitioners could 
not produce any documents 
in support their being resi¬ 
dents of Delhi, the tribunal 
declared them residents of 
Bihar on the basis of the ad¬ 
dress proofs. 

The tribunal held the the 
vehicle’s driver responsible 
for the accident, among oth¬ 
er things, on the basis of an 
eyewitness account of the 
mishap. 
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QuickSTEPs 

from STEP 

A series of mini language games, 
QuickSTEPs help you get hooked on to 
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Rajasthan govt, assures help to 
crisis-ridden textile industry 

CM Ashok Gehlot terms measures announced by Centre ‘face-saving exercise’ 



The government has met representatives of the sector to 
chalk out a plan to revive business. ■ file photo 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

Amid reports of slump and 
huge job losses in the textile 
industry, the Congress go¬ 
vernment in Rajasthan has 
reached out to the owners of 
textile mills and the associa¬ 
tions of the textile sector with 
the promise to take steps for 
resolving their issues. 

Textile units operating in 
several parts of the State are 
facing financial crisis and 
slowdown. 

At a ‘direct dialogue’ with 
the textile industry’s repre¬ 
sentatives organised here ov¬ 
er the weekend, senior go¬ 
vernment officers, including 
Chief Secretary D.B. Gupta, 
dwelt at length on the crisis 
forcing the textile units to cut 
down their production and 
assured them of steps to pro¬ 
mote the sector. 

Mr. Gupta said the State’s 
textile sector provided direct 
and indirect employment to 
lakhs of people and had 
gained world-wide recogni¬ 
tion because of its high-quali¬ 
ty products. “The State go¬ 
vernment has accorded the 
highest priority to resolve the 
textile sector’s grievances 
and support it during the cri¬ 
sis,” he said. 


Meanwhile, Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot on Saturday 
termed the measures an¬ 
nounced by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman a “face¬ 
saving exercise”. 

Sector-specific steps 

“These steps are inadequate 
to bring the economy back 
on track. There is a need to 
look into problems faced by 
different sectors and an¬ 
nounce measures separately 
to bring them out of reces¬ 
sion, slow growth and low 


sales,” Mr. Gehlot said. 

At the ‘direct dialogue’, re¬ 
presentatives of textile unit 
associations from Pali, Balo- 
tra, Jodhpur, Bhiwadi, Bhil- 
wara, Kishangarh and Jaipur 
highlighted the difficulties 
being faced by the mills. They 
demanded rationalising of 
power tariff, abolition of elec¬ 
tricity duty on captive power 
plants and reduction in the 
wheeling charges on power 
purchased from open access. 

The textile mill owners 
sought the State govern- 


The Rajasthan 
government has 
accorded the 
highest priority to 
resolve the textile 
sector’s grievances 
and support it 
during the crisis 

D.B. GUPTA 
Chief Secretary 

ment’s help in ensuring com¬ 
pliance with the National 
Green Tribunal’s orders as 
well as pollution control. The 
industry representatives also 
requested for permission to 
utilise full electricity pro¬ 
duced by solar power plants. 

Mr. Gupta said a draft 
scheme for upgradation of 
the existing common effluent 
treatment plants and esta¬ 
blishment of new CETPs for 
wastewater management had 
been formulated and would 
shortly be given final shape. 

Rajasthan Pollution Con¬ 
trol Board chairperson Su- 
darshan Sethi, Additional 
Chief Secretary (Industries) 
Subodh Agarwal, State Indus¬ 
tries Commissioner K.K. 
Pathak and Principal Secre¬ 
tary, Environment & Forest, 
Shreya Guha were also pre¬ 
sent at the dialogue. 
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Birthday bash 


Artistes perform during Janmashtami celebrations at Dadiji Mandir in Patna, Bihar, on Saturday. ■ ranjeet kumar 


‘Indude Punjab in flood situation assessment’ 

Amarinder expresses shock over State’s exclusion from review by central team 



The Punjab government said that large-scale flooding has 
been reported from across the State. ■ file photo 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Punjab Chief Minister Ama¬ 
rinder Singh has demanded 
the immediate inclusion of 
his State among those identi¬ 
fied for on-the-spot assess¬ 
ment of flood situation by an 
Inter-Ministerial Central 
Team (IMCT). 

The Centre has listed 11 
States that the IMCT will as¬ 
sess for flood damage, but 
Punjab does not find men¬ 
tion in it even though it has 
witnessed large-scale flood¬ 
ing in many areas following 
unprecedented rain, read an 
official statement. 

The Chief Minister ex¬ 
pressed surprise over Pun¬ 
jab’s non-inclusion and has 
urged Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah to immediately 
rectify the situation. 


“Surprised on the exclu¬ 
sion of Punjab from the list of 
States to be visited by the In¬ 
ter-Ministerial Central Team 
to assess losses in flood-af¬ 
fected areas in different 
States. Request HM @Amit- 
Shah ji to direct the Central 
Team to visit Punjab to assess 
the huge losses [sic.],” Capt. 
Amarinder tweeted. 


The IMCT was constituted 
by the Union Ministry of 
Home Affairs in pursuance of 
a decision taken at a high- le¬ 
vel committee meeting on 
August 19. The committee 
had decided to break away 
from the past practice of 
waiting for the affected State 
to submit a memorandum 
seeking central assessment. 


The IMCT has been man¬ 
dated to visit the flood-affect¬ 
ed States of Meghalaya, As¬ 
sam, Tripura, Bihar, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pra¬ 
desh, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, and 
Kerala, for making final re¬ 
commendations to the Cen¬ 
tral government for alloca¬ 
tion of flood assistance to the 
flood-ravaged States, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. 

Capt. Amarinder pointed 
out that he had already writ¬ 
ten to Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi to seek a special 
flood relief package of 11 ,000 
crore to address losses result¬ 
ing from floods in Punjab. 

As per initial calculations, 
it is estimated that the State 
has suffered damage worth 
?1,700 crore due to the 
floods. 


MATRIMONIAL 
BRIDES WANTED 


TAMIL HINDU well settled family 
Bangalore seeks alliance for son 
28 years, slim fair Software Engi¬ 
neer employed with Tata Power 
Corpn. Prefer working girls fair & 
slim with good family background. 
Caste no bar. Kindly contact or 
share details on whatsapp- Mobile 
9980066066. 


HINDU VELLALAR Age 29 / 182cm / 
B.E Software Engg @ CTS, USA. Need 
Bride from Good Family. Ct: 
9176403133 


BRAHMIN, 1975, Unmarried, Pvt Co, 
2L / Mnt. Exp Bride From Any Mar¬ 
tial Status. Veg Only 7824033219 


Pillai, 40/170 Punarpoosam,Kadagam, 
Engg M.Phil Govt CNB, 96558 43813 
rajapandiyan21 @ rediffmail.com. 


HINDU NADAR, Industrial Family from 
Madurai, 28yrs, 5’10”, B.E., MBA 
(AUS), Working at Sydney, Salary 
55Lakhs / P.A. Ph: 94432 66609 


PILLAI, 38/172, Sadhayam, B.E, 
Project Manager MNC chennai, 12L/ 
pa, seeks suitable employed bride 
9487276258/7550186526 


VANNIAR KULAM Satriyar Boy Age:29 
BE. CE, Software Co. Salary:45K 
Visakam Viruchagam for Homely Look 
working Girl Ct: 9080045028/ 
9884168203 


THULUVA VELLALAR Punarpusam 31/178 
B.Sc MNC Bank 40K,seek Graduate em¬ 
ployed any mudaliar girl; 
9940686997 


HINDU, GOVT. Job, (39), salary 
Rs.32000, nattu gounder, (sri elaiya 
perumal thunai) seeks suitable bride 
from same caste. CT: 9442437252, 
9791575962. 


MUDALIAR 29, BE,MBA,5’9", 13Lacs 
P.A,Smart Look, Well Settled Seeks 
Suitable Bride CNB Contact 
7200866346 


MUDALIAR ELITE 48/165 BE MBA MIM 
Dir,MNC 7Lac pm, wife died seeks 
bride CNB 9445643202 pari_t@ 
hotmail.com 


HINDU NADAR /B.E, 5.11/Age 29, 7-8 
Lakhs P/A K.A.Raman Nadar What’s 
App: 9380791999 


MUDALIAR, 27/1 68,HANDSOME, MBBS, 
MS, Doctor, Govt Hospital, 
70000PM, Well Settled, 9500085718, 
9003077746 


PILLAI, 30/165, MBBS, Lungs Spe¬ 
cialist Doctor, GovtHospital, 
53000PM, Well to do, 8056174102, 
8754415378 


CASTE NO BAR, 30/175, MBBS, MD, 
Doctor, 175000PM, Rich Family, 
Seeks any Profl, 8056091059, 
7358378866 


ADIDRAVIDAR, 29/180, B.Tech, SWE, 
MNC, MALAYSIA, 150000PM, Well Set¬ 
tled Family, 9500085718, 9003077746 


GERGHIGOTHRAM Mirugaseerisham 44/ 
height 184 BCom Auditor Asst any 
Brahmin, No expectations, Owning 
Properties. No Widow/Divorcee 
9790755904 



TAMIL SC AD 36/168cm ME wrkg at 
LIC Govt job. Preferring educated govt 
job bride near Vellore district 
9994460229/9444224626 


CHETTIAR, 27/179, MBBS, MS (Ortho), 
Doctor,70000PM, Well Settled, 
Seeks any Profl,8056272922, 

9003281596 


Well Settled Divorced groom 43 / 
156cm, MA, BC Fair Seeks Suitable 
Educated Bride Caste Religion No Bar 
(SC / SD Excuse). Contact: 90955 
55973 


CHENNAI BASED Telugu Chettiar 
30/170 Hastham Slim working- Ger¬ 
many seeks educated bride from 
Telugu/ Tamil/ Kannada. Caste No- 
Bar. 9940035483 


SC 30/172 Uthiram 4th Padam BE 
(CSE) Protiviti Bangalore 10 Lakhs PA 
Groom seeks Educated and Employed 
Bride. CT: 94436-56977. 


SC/AD/26/168 BE,ASWINI(RAGU/KETHU) 
work Canara Bank seeks working 
bride preferably Bank/LIC ct 
9994195565 


SEEKS IYER Girl (Sub Caste No Bar) 
age 40 to 44 for an Iyer Groom who is 
a government Employer (Only Son) 
Unmarried. Education and job not 
necessary. No expectation. 

Contact: 9443696083 


IYER HARITHAM Ashwini April 76 Blr 
M.Sc, MS(CS), well settled boy seeks 
any never married Brahmin girls. Send 
BHP hdrs.rajkumar@gmail.com 


IYER BHARADHWAJAM Uthiram, 37yrs/ 
180cms, BE, MNC Chennai 15 Lakhs 
per annum, Own House at Chennai 
seeks any Brahmin Girl. Ct: 
09445222214 


TELUGU BRAHMIN, 38, Associate 
Project Manager HCL Technologies 
Madurai, seeks any Brahmin girl, 
9487851429 


Iyer, well to do family, Uthram(4), 36/ 
178 ems, MBA, Manager, Hydera¬ 
bad,seeks girl willing to settle in Hyd, 
caste no bar,No Demands. Phone : 
8106885021 


IYER, PUNARPOOSAM Mithunam 28yrs 
BE,ECE 36k per month in MNC seeks, 
Graduate Bride. No expectations. 
Mob.9444470880, 9444261688. 


IYER BOY, Haritha gothram, Miru- 
gasirisham, 31/157, Dip.in Vis. 
Com, Very fair, Rs.35000 pm in 
Pvt.Co. seeks Alliance. Any Brah¬ 
min / Degree / Diploma, slightly 
challenged can also call: 
9841009409. 


Hyderabad based Tamil Iyengar Va- 
dakalai legally divorced 32/183 ems 
Uthiram 2nd Srivasta Gothram 
B.Tech.MBA. working in TCS since 10 
years 15L PA seeks suitable alliance 
employed girl First Marriage/ divorcee 
with no child. Contact: 
9849801147,9618029362. 



TAMIL 


BRIDES WANTED 


35 / 180 ems 
Hindu / Saiva Pillai 
B.Sc (IT) Software Professional 
Only Son, Mauritius citizen 
Parents settled & 

Work permit in Singapore 
Clean Habits 
Caste No Bar 

Uttaratathi (Uttarabhadrapada) 
Can converse in 7 languages 
Active cricketer in Singapore leagues 
Contact: satyam000@gmail.eom 


TAMIL BRAHMIN Divorcee with one 
boy aged lOyrs, Australia Citizen 37/ 
185, Srivatsa Gotram Employed in a 
reputed Insurance Firm in Australia, 
Seeks Brahmin bride from good family. 
Cont:9840249131 


BRIDE WANTED 


Bharadwaj 
Sadhayam, Vadamal 
7-2-19S9, 175 cm, B-E 
Dubai , 30 Lacs P.A / 
Seeks Iyer / Iyengar 
Bride for Iyer Groom. 


CONTACT 

9176666587 

9962050888 


IYER OCT.1980 Uthradam Bharadwa- 
jam, MS in Env Engg 14Lacs PA Chen¬ 
nai. Clean habits. Need suitable 
bride. Subsect no bar. Contact: 
8144896074 


BRAHACHARNAM SRIVATSAM Ayilyam 33, 
170cm, MSC employed Bangalore. In¬ 
vite suitable graduate girls 
9600085010 


TELUGU 


BALIJA NAIDU, 30/170, MBBS, MS, 
ENT, Doctor, 50000PM, Rich Family, 
Seeks any Dr, 9566002501, 
9500147440 


BALIJA NAIDU 26/177 B.E, M.S,Logis 
tics,Sydney.Ayilyam-4 seeks BE,S/WE 
SubsectNoBar(photo,Star)9840959861 
Email: lathabaskar@hotmail.com 


NAIDU 43 Advocate, Unmarried, (Par¬ 
ents, Brother & Sister Nil) Caste 
No Bar. Brokers Excuse. 9941570969 


GAVARA UTHIRATADHI Meenam 31/ 
170 Fair B.Tech CTS 13K seeks Good 
looking EducatedBride.Ct:9445688215 


HINDU NAIDU 38, Ayilyam, Financial¬ 
ly Well off, Phy.Challanged, Works as 
Asst. Prof., Alagappa Univ., Ph.D, 75k 
PM Seeks bride age 35-45, Widow / 
Phy.Challanged / Broad minded, Caste 
No bar. Ct: 9443574653. 


BALIJA NAIDU 30/175 BCom MBA VRICH 
BUSI Chennai seeks rich Fair same/ 
sub 

castesr67867@gmail.com9443895200 


KAMMAVAR NAIDU, 37, M.A M.Phil, 
80k/pm. First Marriage Balija/ 
Gavara Widow, Divorce Ok. Ct: 
7448715883 


TELUGU 


45, TELUGU Pattusali Chettiar, 
veg, MBA, business, Visagam-Thu- 
lam, seeks suitable bride, di¬ 
vorcee - no kids, eblitz_k@ 
yahoo.com, 9884025933 


REGIONAL 

EDUCATIONAL 


GENERAL 


CULTURED FAMILY seeks alliance for 
only son tall,fair,central govt em¬ 
ployed. We are looking for a tall 
fair cultured Tamil/Telugu girl 
from chennai. Advertisement for 
wider choice. Ct: 8939102355 Mail 
id: tffsweet@gmail.com 


KAMMA MAGAM fair 35/170 B.E em¬ 
ployed & business affluent family 
seeks fair Professional girl. 
8883912929 






sfoa?) S.wc*. 

Aug. 28th 



10:30 AM 


KAMMANAIDU (CASTENOBAR) B.Tech, 
M.S(IT) 36/183 handsome Engg-MNC- 
Chennai 12 Lacs pa 9385599077/ 
9384884888 


REDDY (SHARE 150Cr) 27/183 BE 
(ECE) handsome CEO/MNC/Chennai 24 
Lakhs p.a. 9345448354 / 9848197222 


New Morning Batch will start from 29th August, 2019 
Time: 8:00 to 10:00 am 


#4A/40, Basement, Opp. to Hotel 
Bharat Palace, ORN, New Delhi - 60 

88602 41865, 96507 40438 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 

GENERAL 


Evolution 

Vacancy 

A leading coaching institute 
for IAS & IFS requires 
capable and result oriented 
professionals for the 
following positions. 
Location: 

1. Mukherjee Nagar, Delhi 

2. Work from home option 
available for Content 
Developers 

Package: At par with best 
industry standards 


KAMMANAIDU 28/183 BE(EEE) Design 
Engineer-MNC/B’lore 30 Lakhs p.a. 
9341444444/9382554555 


KAMMA NAIDU, 28/173, MBBS, MS, Gen¬ 
eral Surgeon, Doctor,900000PA, 
Seeks any Profl, 9789850231, 
9677086774 


BALIJA NAIDU 47/167/ Rly Employ- 
eed/ Divorcee/ seeks suitable al¬ 
liance. Ph: 8056017935 / sayabab@ 
gmail.com 


VELAMA NAIDU, 32/168, MBBS-MS-OR- 
THO, Doctor, Uthiradam/ Makara 
Rasi, seeks Fair & Good looking 
any Naidu Girl. 09840353368, 
kvkkpk@gmail.com, Chennai 


EDUCATIONAL i 
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LOST & FOUND 


IT IS notified for the information 
that my original secondary school 
examination year 2015 Roll no. 
4007363 pass out from CBSE, Delhi 
has been actually lost. Mobile no 
: 9677247261,Name of the candidate 
: Sushmita K M ,Full address : #28 
,F1, Queens Brindavan, VGN Nagar, 
lyyapanthangal, ch-56 


BUSINESS OFFER 


CHENNAI BASED Telugu Chettiar 
30/170 Hastham Slim working- Ger¬ 
many seeks educated bride from 
Telugu/ Tamil/ Kannada. Caste No- 
Bar. 9940035483 


Sri Vaishnavas, 31 Yrs Boy working in 
MNC seeks Bride from Tamil/ Telugu 
& Kannada Family. 9632085804 / 
Email: ranganath.cube@gmail.com 


GAVARA 45 BE Govt. Thiruvathirai, 
seeks good looking girl subsect no bar, 
Ct: 9442361116/ 9442212344, Email: 
gomathianandhan2007@gmail.com 


BOYAR TELUGU 32/170 Hastham BA 
Working Senior Accountant (AG'sOff) 
Central Govt seeks Educated Bride 
Caste No Bar,No Brokers.9941102031 


URDU 


✓ URDU MUSLIM 30/170 M.Com, 
M.Phil, Pvt.college professor 
Rs45000/pm own house. Cont evening 
4pm 9787158805 


PRACTICING MUSLIM, 28/185 cm, 
IT/Dubai/65lpa., Seeking religious/ 
tall Muslim bride from Chennai. 
9176271056. 


CIVIL SERVICES exam depends on mer- 
it-cum-luck. Please try it through 
Geetha IAS Academy at Gole Market 
near CP & Dilshad Garden and 
achieve your goal smartly. 
9958229904 


BHH1IICMICCIT 

MATHS 

b yS.S. Bharti 


SSC-T, yanking, CSAT&PCSl 

& ALL GOVT. SERVICES J 


itS 27 th Aug, 2019 

At 10:00AM to 11:30AM 


□R. MUKHERJEE NAGAR, DELHI -9 1 
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FINANCE 


QUICK PROCESS Loan for Business 
People: Loan Against Property, 
Secured Loan,Unsecured Loan, SME 
& Corporate, NPA Releases & Cheque 
Basis.Min2Cr.&Above Ct:7358408941/ 
9150446519 


SHARES/INVESTMENTS 


EARN 30%. Ur Acct. SeeProof. Safe. 
www.financeexperts.co.in 9940531222 


REAL ESTATE 

SELLING 

COMMERCIAL LAND 


CHENNAI PERAMBUR, Land 109.23 Grds 
(262160 Sft), Rs. 93Cr. 9884794794 


SITUATIONS 

VACANT 

WALK - IN 


TAMIL TO Hindi & English. Both ver¬ 
bal and oral. 643, Sector-31, Gur- 
gaon; 9868123999; divinescript@ 
hotmail.com 


Faculty 

Required for all subject 
areas of GS (Prelim & 

Main), Essay & CSAT 

Exceptional subject & exam 
insight, presentation-skills 
and commitment are must 

Comfort for online teaching 
will be an added advantage 

Content Developers 

Required for all subject 
areas of GS (Prelim & 

Main), Essay & CSAT 

Also required: Agriculture, 
Forestry, Botany, Zoology 

Exceptional subject & exam 
insight, writing-skills and 
commitment are must 

Counsellors 

Exceptional communication 
skills and a helpful attitude 
towards students are must 
for an ideal candidate. 

APPLY ONLINE 

www.evolution.co.in/apply 

Please apply only by filling online 
form and do not call or send 
Resume by e-mail. 


LOOKING FOR Urdu Sunni Muslim 
Bride, for Bridegroom BE, MBA work¬ 
ing in Canada. 9789399228 / 
9952953162 


MARRIAGE BUREAU 


Naidu Brides,Bridegrooms available. 
Naidu Maha Sangam- 9445688215 


HURRY 100TH year offer all india 
naidu sangam register & take any 
nos alliances freely for lyr 
7845089089 


THE38#JfcHINDU 
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verify and make appropriate enquiries and 
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of an advertisement before responding to 
publication / advertisement any in this 
newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., 
the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, 
does not vouch for the genuineness of any 
advertisement or advertiser or for any of 
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In no event can the Owner, Publisher, 
Printer, Editor, Director(s), Employee(s) of 
this newspaper / company be held re¬ 
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READ 


FRONTLINE 


EVERY FORTNIGHT 


Lok Insaaf Party president 
collapses during protest 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PHAGWARA 

Lok Insaaf Party chief and Ludhiana MLA Simarjit Singh 
Bains collapsed here due to exhaustion on Saturday af¬ 
ter taking part in a 7-km protest march and a dharna. 

Mr. Bains was taken to the PWD rest house where a 
team of doctors attended to him. After recovering, he 
addressed the media before leaving for Ludhiana. 

The MLA had collapsed while speaking to the media 
after the protest that lasted for two-and-a-half hours. 

He was participating in a protest organised by Jarnail 
Nangal, State president of the LIP’s SC wing, against the 
demolition of the Ravidas temple in Delhi. Superinten¬ 
dent of Police Manpreet Singh Dhillon confirmed that 
Mr. Bains had fallen sick due to heat and exhaustion. 

Boy held by U.P. police for 
‘objectionable’ online post 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

A young Dalit boy has been arrested by the Uttar Pra¬ 
desh Police for writing an objectionable post about 
Lord Krishna on Saturday. The Facebook post of Atul 
Kumar Nastik, a resident of Senda village in Buland- 
shahr district, went viral on Janmashtami. 

“We took note of the objectionable post when lo¬ 
cals, including a member of the IT Cell of the BJP, com¬ 
plained about it,” said Gopal Singh, CO, Khurja. 

“We arrested Atul under relevant sections of the IT 
Act. It is the festive season and anything could be used 
by vested interests to vitiate the peaceful atmosph¬ 
ere,” added Mr. Singh. 


OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 


DEATH 



BUDALUR K- SANTBANAM [BKS) 


Retired Teacher, Boiler Plant Boys 
Hr. Sec. School Xailaiftpuram TrFthy 
passed away on 20 . 8.19 
at his Narzan a llur residence. 
Mourned hv 
S. Gayathri (Daughter) 
988674055 Z & 

5. Ganeshkumar [Son) 

With pcofound regret by 

M Sivasubramaniam, Nanganallur. 


For enquiries on 
announcements in this 
section, please contact our 
office at the following number 
between 10a.m. and 8p.m. 
New Delhi : Oil- 43579797 
Rate for New Delhi: 
(Minimum Rs. 290/- 2 Lines 
Extra Line - Rs. 145/-) 
(B/W Display): Rs.50/Per Sq.cm 
(Clr Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm 
Log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 

For Placing Advertisements Online log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 
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NORTH & EAST 7 


TMC govt, fixes midday meal menu 

Two teachers suspended for allegedly serving boiled rice, salt to students 


Congress bypoll pact with Left 
Front in Bengal gets Sonia nod 

Tie-up is politically significant given the TMC’s call for uniting opposition forces 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICO L KATA 

Congress interim president 
Sonia Gandhi has given her 
nod to a Congress-Left Front 
alliance in West Bengal for 
the upcoming Assembly by¬ 
polls in the State, following 
the party’s dismal perfor¬ 
mance in the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion, top party sources said 
on Saturday. 

Ms. Gandhi held a meet¬ 
ing with West Bengal Con¬ 
gress president Somen Mitra 
in Delhi on Friday night and 
discussed various organisa¬ 
tional issues, including the 
upcoming Assembly bypolls 
in the State, the sources said. 

“We informed Ms. Gandhi 
about the seat adjustment 
we are having with the Left 
Front for the upcoming by¬ 
polls. She told us if the Left 
Front agrees, then both the 



Bengal Congress president 
Somen Mitra. -filephoto 


parties should go for an al¬ 
liance,” Mr. Mitra said. 

Seat adjustment 

The seat adjustment deci¬ 
sion was taken by the Con¬ 
gress State leadership when 
the party had no president 
after the resignation of Rahul 
Gandhi from the post. The 
nod was given by Ms. Gand¬ 


hi, who was chosen as the 
party’s interim president 
earlier this month. 

Congress sources said Ms. 
Gandhi’s nod to the alliance 
is politically significant given 
the Trinamool Congress’ re¬ 
cent call for uniting of all op¬ 
position forces in Bengal in a 
bid to stop the march of the 
BJP in the State. “It is quite 
clear that Ms. Gandhi, des¬ 
pite sharing good relations 
with TMC chief Mamata Ba- 
nerjee, has chosen the Left 
for forging an alliance. One 
of the reasons is that in the 
2021 Assembly polls, the 
fight will be against the TMC 
government. So just in the 
name of opposing the BJP, 
we can’t align with it [TMC],” 
a senior Congress leader. 

The West Bengal Congress 
and the CPI(M) leaderships 
had recently sealed a seat ad¬ 


justment for the upcoming 
bypolls in three Assembly 
seats in West Bengal. 

The State leaderships of 
the two parties have decided 
that Congress will contest 
the Kaliaganj seat in North 
Dinajpur district and Kha¬ 
ragpur in West Midnapore 
district, while the CPI(M)-led 
Left Front will contest the 
Karimpur seat in Nadia 
district. 

The Kaliaganj seat fell va¬ 
cant after the death of sitting 
Congress MLA Parmatha- 
nath Roy, while the election 
to the Kharagpur seat is be¬ 
ing held as its MLA Dilip 
Ghosh, the State BJP chief, 
contested and won the Medi- 
nipur Lok Sabha constituen¬ 
cy. Karimpur MLA Mahua 
Moitra of TMC had won the 
Krishnnanagar Lok Sabha 
seat. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KOLKATA 

After the shocking incident 
of boiled rice and salt 
served to students in mid¬ 
day meal in a school in 
Hooghly district came to 
light, the West Bengal go¬ 
vernment has suspended 
two teachers of the institute 
and has also fixed a menu 
for the midday meal, an offi¬ 
cial said. 

‘Punish the guilty’ 

Two teachers of the Chun- 
chura Banimandir Balika Bi- 
dyalaya have been suspend¬ 
ed after footage of the 
students being served rice 
and salt triggered an out¬ 
rage on Monday last 
prompting Education Mi¬ 
nister Partha Chatterjee to 
order a departmental probe 
into the incident and pro¬ 
mise strict action. 

A School Education De¬ 
partment official said on Sa¬ 
turday that the two, one 



West Bengal Education 
Minister Partha Chatterjee 
has promised strict action. ■ 

FILE PHOTO 

former teacher in-charge 
and the other present 
teacher in-charge, were 
placed under suspension 
on Tuesday, a day after the 
incident was reported on 
TV channels and BJP MP 
Locket Chatterjee rushed to 
the school demanding all 
those found to be guilty be 
punished. 

“We will take further ac¬ 


tion on the basis of probe 
which is still on,” said the of¬ 
ficial, but didn’t divulge 
identify of the two teachers. 

In the wake of the inci¬ 
dent, the School Education 
Department on Thursday 
sent notification to all Dis¬ 
trict Magistrates asking 
them to strictly maintain 
the menu and also gave a 
chart which specified on 
which date which type of 
food will be served. 

‘Visit all schools’ 

A copy of the notification to 
the DM of East Midnapore 
district specified - rice, dal, 
potato, vegetable curry will 
have to be served on Mon¬ 
day; rice, dal, egg/fish curry 
will be given on Tuesday; 
rice, dal, mixed vegetable 
will be given on Wednes¬ 
day; rice, fish or egg curry, 
vegetables will be given on 
Thursday; rice dal, potato 
curry (posto) for Friday and 
rice dal, soyabean and pota¬ 


to curry on Saturday, it said. 

All officials in-charge of 
midday meals have been 
asked “to instruct all local 
level officers, education su¬ 
pervisors to visit cent per 
cent schools” (all the 
schools) from August 24 to 
August 31 to ensure that the 
midday meal is provided in 
a proper manner to the stu¬ 
dents and to send compiled 
report everyday to the 
School Education Depart¬ 
ment. Copies of the notifica¬ 
tions were made available 
on Saturday. 

‘Zero tolerance’ 

The move was preceded by 
Education Minister Partha 
Chatterjee earlier asserting 
that the government will 
“do everything” to ensure 
children get the proper kind 
of midday meal and there 
will be “zero tolerance” to 
any attempt to deprive chil¬ 
dren of their prescribed 
meal. 


MLA’s remand: 
row over using 
party leader’s 
vehicle 


DGCA suspends use of civilian 
choppers for relief operations 

Move follows two air crashes in Uttarakhand in the past week 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PATNA 

A controversy erupted 
here on Saturday over a 
young IPS officer, the 
daughter of a top leader of 
the ruling JD(U) in Bihar, 
reportedly used a vehicle 
owned by a party leader 
for travelling to a court in 
Delhi to seek the transit re¬ 
mand of an MLA. 

Lipi Singh, currently 
posted as Additional Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police, in¬ 
charge of Barh sub-division 
of Patna district, went to 
the Saket court in Delhi 
and sought transit remand 
of Molcama MLA Anant 
Singh. 

Anant Singh had surren¬ 
dered in Saket court on Fri¬ 
day after dodging the Bihar 
police for days. 

Lipi Singh’s father Ram 
Chandra Prasad Singh, a 
former IAS officer of Uttar 
Pradesh cadre, is the JD(U) 
national general secretary 
and the party’s leader in 
the Rajya Sabha. 


JAGRI TI CHANDRA 

NEW DELHI 

The Aviation regulatory bo¬ 
dy Directorate General of Ci¬ 
vil Aviation on Saturday sus¬ 
pended the use of civilian 
helicopters for disaster man¬ 
agement in Uttarakhand fol¬ 
lowing two air crashes in the 
past week, including one 
that killed all three on board. 

“Current operations will 
remain suspended till UCA- 
DA, operators and SDMA 
make Standard Operating 
Procedures for such opera¬ 
tions,” a senior DGCA official 
said. UCADA is Uttarakhand 
Civil Aviation Development 
Authority and SDMA is the 
State Disaster Management 
Authority. 

However, the DGCA will 
permit operations on case- 
to-case basis under its 
supervision. 

‘Clearly define roles’ 

The DGCA wants the role 
and responsibilities of the 
State departments to be 


Two policemen injured in 
clash with cattle smugglers 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

HARDOI (U.P.) 

Six persons, including two 
policemen, were injured in 
a gunfight between a gang of 
cattle smugglers-cum-illegal 
slaughterers and a police 
team, said a police officer on 
Saturday. 

The shoot-out took place 
when a police team, on a 
tip-off, raided a secluded 
mango orchard near Kalyan- 
man Chowki under Beniya- 
ganj Kotwali police station 
area on Friday, said Assis¬ 
tant Superintendent of Pol¬ 
ice Gyananjay Singh. 

As the police team chal¬ 
lenged the people engaged 
in slaughtering there, they 
opened fire, forcing the pol- 

‘BJP imposing 
hidden agenda’ 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NAWANSHAHR (PUNJAB) 

Senior Congress leader 
Manish Tewari on Saturday 
alleged that the BJP-led Na¬ 
tional Democratic Alliance 
government at the Centre 
was trying to undermine 
the legacy of B.R. Ambed- 
kar by fiddling with the 
Constitution. 

At a public meeting 
here, Mr. Tewari said the 
BJP was imposing its “hid¬ 
den agenda” which was 
quite contrary to the idea 
of India as envisaged by the 
founding fathers of the 
Constitution, like Dr. Am- 
bedkar. He said Dr. Ambed- 
kar gave the country one of 
the best constitutions in 
the world which is recog¬ 
nised and acknowledged 
by everyone. 


ice to retaliate, the ASP said. 
Two alleged cattle smug¬ 
glers, Mujib and Habib, 
were injured, while a con¬ 
stable, Satyaprakash, too 
suffered a gunshot injury, 
said the ASP. 

The police also arrested a 
third gang member, Wali 
Mohammad, and seized ov¬ 
er 15 quintal beef, besides 
some implements, he ad¬ 
ded. Three others managed 
to escape and later went in¬ 
to hiding in the jungles of 
Hathauda under Kachauna 
police station. The police 
team, which reached there, 
and in another gunfight a se¬ 
cond constable Omkar Ya- 
dav and two smugglers were 
injured, the ASP said. 


WESTERN RAILWAY 


CONSTRUCTION WORKS BETWEEN 
CHANDOD AND KEVADIA STATION 

Dy. Chief Engineer (Construction)!, 
Western Railway, Pratapnagar, 
Vadodara-390 004, invites E-tender as 
per the details given below: 1. E-Tender 
No. Dy.CE/C/1/BRC/DB-CDD-KEW/27. 
Name of the work: Construction of two 
Lane Road Over Bridges No. 37 (CH: 
21803), 39 (CH: 23115) and 59 (CH: 
30442) on village roads including 
approaches between Chandod station to 
Kevadia station in connection with " 
Dabhoi-Chandod Gauge Conversion with 
extension upto Kevadia (49.75 Kms).” 
Approximate cost work: ?2560.63 
Lakhs. EMD: m, 30,400/-. 2. E-Tender 
No. Dy.CE/C/l/BRC/DB-CDD-KEW/28. 
Name of the work: Construction of Four 
Lane Road Over Bridge No. 62 (CH: 
31506) on State highways including 
approaches between Chandod station to 
Kevadia station in connection with 
"Dabhoi- Chandod Gauge Conversion with 
extension upto Kevadia (49.75Kms)." 
Approximate cost work: ?2186.98 
Lakhs. EMD: ?12,43,500/-. Availability of 
online Tender for bidding From 
29.08.2019 at 11.00 Hrs. To 12.09.2019 
up to 12.30 Hrs. Date of opening & 
Times:12.09.2019 at 12.30 Hrs. 
Regarding detailed notice containing cost 
of tender document (non refundable), 
EMD, eligibility criteria, Similar Nature of 
work, detailed tender conditions, please 
visit www.ireps.qov.in . Manual offers 
will not be considered. 


Like us on: ti facebook.com/WesternRly 



ITBP personnel at the site of the wreckage of a private 
helicopter in Uttarkashi district. ■ file photo 


clearly defined to ensure 
safe operations and wants 
the local regulatory agency 
to maintain a database of va¬ 
rious terrain hazards and 
obstacles, including cables, 
which should be shared with 
helicopter operators. 

Civilian helicopters were 
pressed into rescue and re¬ 
lief operations by the local 
administration on August 19 
following landslides due to 


heavy rainfall. On the first 
day itself, a helicopter of 
Heritage Aviation was in¬ 
volved in a crash that killed 
all three on board after the 
chopper got entangled in ap¬ 
ple cart cables. 

Two days later, a chopper 
of Aryan Aviation crashed si¬ 
milarly after hitting apple 
cart cables, and the two on 
board sustained minor inju¬ 
ries. 
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)57-4007 dat( 

Office of 

Superintending Engineer, 

6 th Circle, HPPWD, Kullu-175101 

Ph. 01902-222530, 

E-mail: hp-kul@nic.in 

CORRIGENDUM 

mdments are hereby made in respect of the online bid for the work 

of40.00 mtr. Span Steel Truss Bridge overPlachan Khad on Bathad to 
r road at RD. 0/015. (SH:-C/0 Sub Structure, Super Structure and 
nder PMGSY 2018-19 Batch-ll Package No.HP-06-85) invited 2 nd time 
tender Notice No:PW-SEVI/G-V/PMGSY (Tender) Plachan Bridge/2019- 
?d 07-08-2019 due to non publication in the News Papers. 

Sr. 

No. 

Description 

As mentioned in 
e-procurement earlier notice 

As per 

Amendment now 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 . 

Key Dates (e-procurement 
Notice) 



(a) 

Last /Dead line date & time 
for receipt of Bids through 
e-procurement 

23-08-2019 up to 5:00 PM 

09-09-2019 up to 
5:00 PM 

(b) 

Date of Opening of Technical 
Bid (Part-1) 

26-08-2019 at 11:30 AM 

11-09-2019 at 

11:30 AM 

All the prospective bidders are requested to take into consideration the above 
amendments. The other terms and conditions are unchanged. 

Forfurtherdetails olease loa in to www.Dmasvtenders.aov.in. Sd/- 

Superintending Engineer 
6 th Circle HP PWD Kullu, 
Telephone No. 01902222530 
Email - hp-kul(n),nic.in 
Facsimile No. 01902-222299 

HP/1649/19-20 HIM SUCHNA AVAM JAN SAMPARK 



INDIRA GANDHI NATIONAL CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 

(An Autonomous Trust under the Ministry of Culture, Govt- of India) 

11, Mansingh Road, New Delhi-110011. 


SHORT TERM CERTIFICATE COURSES 


Premier cultural institution of Govt, of India, Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the Arts invites applications for 
admission in the following Short Term Certificate Courses. 


i) 

Documentary and Ethnographic Film Making 

ii) 

Screen Writing 

Mi) 

Folklore and Intangible Cultural Heritage 

iv) 

Open Access for Librarians 

v) 

Research Methodology 


Candidate may apply on the prescribed application form, 
through online to osdignca@gmail.com or by post to 
OSD (Academics). The last date to submit applications is 
09.09.2019. For details regarding application form, 
eligibility, seats, fee structure, course outlines etc., please 
visit www.ignca.gov.in. In case of any enquiry contact at 
Tel. No. 011-23388241. 


‘26 candidates with criminal cases won in Odisha’ 

38 winners with clean background defeated tainted ones in Assembly polls: report 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

An analysis by Association of 
Democratic Reforms and Od¬ 
isha Election Watch has 
found that 26 out of 67 candi¬ 
dates with declared criminal 
cases won the last election to 
the Odisha Legislative As¬ 
sembly against runners-up 
with a clean background. 
Among the 146 seats ana¬ 


lysed in the report, there 
were 38 winners with a clean 
background who defeated a 
candidate with declared cri¬ 
minal cases. Of these 38 win¬ 
ners, six won with more than 
25% margin of votes. 

As many as 45 candidates 
won with 50% and above of 
the total votes polled in their 
constituencies, while 101 
candidates won with less 


than 50% of the total votes 
polled. 

According to the report, 
out of 112 winners of the Biju 
Janata Dal, 68 won with less 
than 50% of total votes 
polled. 

A total of 37 out of 95 cro- 
repati candidates won 
against non-crorepati run¬ 
ners-up. Three of these 37 
candidates won with more 


than 20% margin of votes. 
There were 22 non-crorepati 
winners who defeated crore- 
pati runners-up. Two of 
them won with more than 
25% of vote share. 

Of the 13 women winners, 
Latika Pradhan of the BJD 
won from the Kabisuryana- 
gar seat with the highest vote 
share of 62.87% and 33.38% 
margin of victory. 


WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


Kota Division 
Commercial Department 

TENDER NOTICE 

For & on behalf of President of India 
Sr.Divisional Commercial Manager, 
WCR, Kota invites open E-tender for 
CG-450-CA-KOTA-FD-94-2019 
dated: 21/08/2019. This tender will 
open on 13/09/19 at 15:30. For this 
tender any offer received manually will 
not be accepted, only e-tenders will be 
considered. _ 

Tender No: CG-450-CA-KOTA-FD- 
94- 2019 Dated: 21/08/2019, Name 
of Work: Tender for Supply, 
installation, operation and 
maintenance of Fare Display System 
(DDIS) at PRS and UTS counters at 
95 Railway station of Kota Div For a 
period of Five Years. Assessed Value 
of Tender : 5,10,604/- (For First Year), 
EMD : 54,300/-, Time & Date for 
closure for submission of E-tender 
document :13.09.2019 upto 15:30 
hrs through online website 
www.ireps.qov.in only. 

Tenderer must have Class III 
DIGITAL SIGNATURE & registration 
on IREPS portal. Only registered 
tenderers will be able to bid and all the 
important mandatory documents 
need to be uploaded at time to e- 
tendering. Complete details and 
information for this tender is available 
on www.ireps.qov.in 
Divisional Commercial Manager 
_ WCR, KOTA 


^eT ttt^T cfr Ricpma tcj 138 
tR TTcf TJTSTT 182 ^ 


NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


E-Tenders are invited for the below 
mentioned work by Sr. DME(0&F) 
/N.E. Railway/Lucknow Jn. for and on 
behalf of the President of India. _ 

Work No. 1:- Tender Notice No. 
08-2019-OnF, Description of Work: 
Hiring of 01 no. Non AC Multi Utility 
Vehicle (Tata sumo, Bolero, Qualis or 
similar) with Commercial Registration 
hiving Seating Capacity 07 for Crew 
Management Duty at Diesel Lobby 
Gorakhpur with Fuel & Driver for 24 
Hrs. round the clock on all days of week 
including Sunday and holidays for the 
period of Two Years. Est. Cost of 
work:- ? 16,08,768/-, Earnest 
money :- ? 32,200/-, Cost of tender 
Form : ? 2,000/- Period - 02 years. 
Last Dt. & Time for uploading E- 
Tender by Tenderer : 26.09.2019 
upto 14.30 hrs. Opening Dt. & Time 
of E-Tender : 26.09.2019 at 15.00 hrs. 
Work No. 2:- Tender Notice No. 
09-2019-OnF, Description of Work: 
Quarterly Maintenance Contract 
(Q.M.C) work of 291 Nos [FSD /Fog 
Pass A Paul Make] Fog Safe Devices 
of Lucknow Division for Three months 
from 01.12.2019 to 29.02.2020, 
Est. Cost of work:- ^ 10,88,511.18, 
Earnest money :- ^ 21,800/-, 
Cost of tender Form : ^ 2,000/- 
Period- 03 Months 
Last Dt. & Time for uploading E- 
Tender by Tenderer : 26.09.2019 
upto 14.45 hrs. Opening Dt. & Time 
of E-Tender : 26.09.2019 at 15.15 hrs. 

• For detailed information, minimum 
eligibility criteria, Terms and conditions 
of these E-Tenders are available on 
IREPS website www.ireps.gov.in. 

• Tenderer should Check available 
corrigendun, if any related to the 
mentioned E-Tender notice before 
uploading their offer 

Divisional Mechanical Engineer 
CPRO/Mech-99 (O&F), Lucknow Jn. 

About any passenger amenity complain 
SMS on Mobile No. 09794845955 


“Never travel on roof and foot boards” 


GOVERNMENT OF MAHARASHTRA 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
World Bank Project Division, Bhandkam Bhavan, Adalat Road, Aurangabad. 
NOTICE FOR HYBRID ANNUITY MODE [HAM] (ONLINE) TENDER 
Short E-Tender Notice No. 05 / For 2019-20 
Notice Inviting Bid 

Subject :Hybrid Annuity Mode, Upgradation of Roads Under Public Works Circle Aurangabad. 

The Government of Maharashtra had entrusted to the Authority the development, 
maintenance and management of state highways and major District Roads of State 
of Maharashtra. The authority had resolved to augment the existing roads in the state 
of Maharashtra by improvement thereof (The “Project”) on “Hybrid Annuity” basis and 
has decided to carry out the bidding process for selection of (a private entity) as the 
Bidder to whom the project may be awarded. 

Brief particulars of the project are as follows 


Sr. 

No. 

Name of Work 

Lenghth 
(in km) 

Estimated Project 
Cost (Rs. in Crores) 

1 

Construction and widening of existing Beed by¬ 
pass road, Part of Aurangabad-Jalna road New 
Aurangabad city including Service road, and VUP’s 
Tq. Aurangabad Dist. Aurangabad. 

17.77 

Rs. 309 Cr. 
(Excluding 
GST) 


2. All information of E-Tendering is available on the following websites / Notice Board. 

I. http://www.mahapwd.com (informatory Notice) 

II. https://maharashtra.etenders.in 


3. The complete bid document can be viewed / downloaded from e- procurement portal from 
27/08/2019 at 17:31 Hrs to 10/09/2019 (Upto 17:00 Hrs. 1ST) bid must be submitted online only. 

4. The e-procurement portal is given below, https://maharashtra.etenders.in 

5. E-Tender Schedule is as given below. 


Sr. 

No. 

Even Description Date 

Date 

1 

Invitation of RFP (Download period of 
online tender) 

27/08/2019 at 17:31 Hrs to 10/09/2019 
at 23:00 Hrs 

2 

Last date for receiving queries for pre - bid 

05/09/2019 upto 11:00 Hrs 

3 

Pre-Bid meeting 

05/09/2019 at 12:30 Hrs in the Office 
of the Chief Engineer P.W. region, 
Aurangabad 

4 

Authority response to queries for Pre- 
Bid Meeting 

07/09/2019 

5 

Bid Lock 

10/09/2019 at 23:01 Hrs to 11/09/2019 at 23:01 Hrs 

6 

Physical submission of Bid Security / 
POA etc. 

(as per clause 2.11.2 of RFP) 

At any of the following places within 

72 Hrs. after 

Bid Lock at office of the 

1) Chief Engineer, P.W. Region, 
Bhandkam Bhavan, Adalat Road, 
Aurangabad. 

2) Superintending Engineer Public 
Works Circle, Bhandkam Bhavan, 
Adalat Road, Aurangabad. 

3) Executive Engineer, World Bank 
Project Division, Bhandkam Bhavan, 
Adalat Road, Aurangabad. 

7 

Opening of Techinical Bids 

On Dt. 16/09/2019 at 11:00 Hrs. in the 
office of the Superintending 

Engineer Public Works Circle, 
Aurangabad. 

8 

Opening of Financial Bids 

19/09/2019 from 11:00 Hrs. to 17:45 Hrs. 

9 

Declaration of Eligible / Qualified Bidders 

24/09/2019 


Note:- 

a) Bid submitted through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, 
Bid Security, proof of online payment of cost of bid document, Power of Attorney and 
joint bidding agreement etc. as specified in Clause 2.11.2 of the RFP shall be submitted 
physically by the Bidder on or before 16/09/2019 (at 11:00 am. 1ST). Please note that the 
Public Works Department reserves the right to accept or reject all or any of the Bids 
without assigning any reason whatsoever. 

b) Other terms and conditions are detailed in online e-tender form. Right to 
reject any or all online bid of work, without assigning any reasons thereof, is reserved 
with department. 

Sd/- 

Executive Engineer 
World Bank Project Division, 

DGIPR/ 2019/ 2020 / 2203 Aurangabad. 
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No foul play in violinist's 
death: Crime Branch 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

A crash scene investigation 
by the Crime Branch has 
reportedly found no proof of 
foul play in the death of 
violinist Balabhaskar in a car 
accident here in Kerala in 
2018. The recent arrest of 
two of the musician's associa¬ 
tes in a gold smuggling case 
had compelled the agency to 
take a new look at the case. 

Karnataka portfolio 
allocation postponed 

BENGALURU 

The 17 newly inducted 
Ministers in the B.S. 
Yediyurappa Cabinet may be 
assigned portfolios on Sunday 
or Monday. The Karnataka 
Chief Minister was expected 
to allocate portfolios on 
Saturday, but it was 
postponed following the 
death of BJP veteran and 
former Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley, said party sources. 

Sentencing in Kevin 
murder case next week 

KOTTAYAM 

The quantum of sentence to 
10 persons found guilty of 
abducting and murdering 
Kevin P. Joseph, a Dalit 
Christian from Kottayam, will 
be pronounced on August 27. 
The Principal Sessions Court 
had earlier termed it honour 
killing. Kevin was planning to 
marry Neena Chacko against 
her family's wishes. The 
accused include her brother. 

Bank directed to pay 
?50,000 to investor 

HYDERABAD 

The Telangana State 
Consumer Disputes Redressal 
Commission directed Bank of 
Baroda and its branch in 
Barkatpura to pay ?50,000 as 
compensation to Pankaj 
Kumar Lohia, an investor, for 
returning a cheque after it 
incorrectly classified his 
account as dormant despite a 
valid transaction having been 
carried out. 


IAS officer quits citing lack of 
‘freedom of expression’ in J&K 

Kannan Gopinathan upset over suspension of‘fundamental rights’ in that State 


S.R. P RAVEEN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

IAS officer Kannan Gopi¬ 
nathan, who came into the 
limelight for his anonymous 
participation in flood relief 
efforts in Kerala last year, has 
resigned from service. 

The officer, who has been 
serving as Secretary of Pow¬ 
er, Urban Development and 
Town and Country Planning 
of the Union Territory of Da- 
dra and Nagar Haveli, sent 
his resignation to the Union 
Home Secretary on August 
21 . 

Mr. Gopinathan, who is 
from the AGMUT (Arunachal 
Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and 
Union Territories) cadre, 
joined the service in 2012. 

Speaking to The Hindu, 
Mr. Gopinathan said he had 
taken the decision because 
he wanted his freedom of ex- 



Kannan Gopinathan 


pression back. “Over the 
past few days, I have been 
really perturbed by what is 
happening in the country, 
wherein a large section of 
our population have had 
their fundamental rights sus¬ 
pended. There has been a 
lack of response to it. We 
seem to be perfectly fine 
with it. I also see in some 
small ways how I am also a 


part of it. I think if I had a 
newspaper, the only thing I 
would be printing on the 
front page would be T9’ on 
the front page, because to¬ 
day is the 19th day,” he says. 

Mr. Gopinathan hinted at 
how there had been no res¬ 
ponse even from within the 
service to the detention of 
former civil servant Shah 
Faesal, who was the first 
Kashmiri to secure first rank 
in the Civil Services 
examination. 

“We got into the service 
thinking that we can provide 
voice to the people, but then 
we ended up with our own 
voice being taken away from 
us. In a democracy, let’s say 
Hong Kong or any other de¬ 
mocracy, if the government 
takes a decision, that is their 
right. But the response to 
that decision is the people’s 


right. Here, we have taken a 
decision and then we have 
detained everybody. They 
are not even allowed to res¬ 
pond to that decision. That is 
dangerous,” he says. 

As for his future course of 
action, he still has not decid¬ 
ed anything, as he is still 
awaiting a response from the 
authorities to his resigna¬ 
tion. “I have not thought 
about it at all. I just know 
that this is not right and I 
don’t want to be in it.” 

Hailing from Kottayam in 
Kerala, he studied electrical 
engineering from the Birla 
Institute of Technology. 

During the unprecedent¬ 
ed floods that hit Kerala in 
2018, he actively participat¬ 
ed in the relief efforts at 
Chengannur. He had kept his 
identity a secret until a fel¬ 
low officer identified him. 


Polavaram authority cautions govt. 


‘Re-tendering will 
delay work and 
increase costs’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Polavaram Project Auth¬ 
ority (PPA) has cautioned the 
Andhra Pradesh government 
against “legal and contrac¬ 
tual issues arising out of fore¬ 
closure of the contract” with 
Navayuga Engineering Com¬ 
pany Limited (NECL). 

The Jagan Mohan Reddy 
government had earlier or¬ 
dered NECL to stop working 
on the Polavaram irrigation 
project on the Godavari, cit¬ 
ing irregularities. The order 
was later put on hold by the 
High Court. 

In an 18-page note, the 
PPA said the legal and con¬ 


tractual issues the arose out 
of the foreclosure of the con¬ 
tract in 2009 for the con¬ 
struction of the Polavaram 
project were yet to be set¬ 
tled. Similar issues were like¬ 
ly to crop up this time also, 
the note said. 

The first meeting the 
Chief Minister convened on 
Saturday after returning 
from his trip to the U.S. was 
on the re-tendering issue. 

Funded by Centre 

Union Minister for Water Re¬ 
sources Gajendra Singh Sha- 
kawat had already said that 
the State government could 
not take unilateral decisions 
on the project, which was a 
national project being fund¬ 
ed by the Centre. He said the 
Centre would take a decision 
on foreclosure of the con- 



The Centre has already said 
that the State cannot take 
unilateral decisions on 
Polavaram project. 

tracts based on the recom¬ 
mendations of the PPA. 

The PPA in the note said 
that such issues were likely 
to take a toll on the efficiency 
of the officials by diverting 
their attention and resources 
to managing such conflict 
rather than on better plan¬ 


ning and management of the 
project. The PPA added that 
it would increase the finan¬ 
cial liability of the State 
government. 

“It took almost four years 
for the A.P. Water Resources 
Department to finalise the 
new contractor for the head 
works. Similar situation may 
occur this time too, delaying 
completion of the project in¬ 
definitely and plunging the 
project into uncertainty,” 
the PPA note made clear. 

The PPA said re-tendering 
was not warranted at this 
stage as it would take a mini¬ 
mum of eight to 10 months 
to achieve the requisite pace 
of work. The foreclosure of 
contracts would also in¬ 
crease the cost as compensa¬ 
tion would be provided to 
the contractors. 


‘News process is guided by 
internal checks and balances’ 

The Hindus Readers’ Editor participates in open session 



A reader of The Hindu interacting with A.S. Panneerselvan 
(right) in Coimbatore on Saturday, -s. siva saravanan 


STAFF REPORTER 

COIMBATORE 

The news ombudsman at 
The Hindu was a tool to en¬ 
sure that one of the core va¬ 
lues of journalism - ‘the act 
of verification’ - was ad¬ 
hered to, said A.S. Panneer¬ 
selvan, the newspaper’s 
Readers’ Editor, during an 
open house session with 
some readers in Coimbatore 
on Saturday. 

Mr. Panneerselvan said 
that the news ombudsman 
also acted as an interlocutor 
between the reader and the 
editing team, bringing tran¬ 
sparency and accuracy in 
reports. 

“Unlike blogs, which are 
often one person’s opinion, 
journalism involves verifica¬ 
tion. A journalistic piece is 
reviewed by at least three 
pairs of eyes before it is pu¬ 
blished, with internal checks 
and balances before it reach¬ 
es the reader. It is also im¬ 
portant to have physical in¬ 
teraction with readers 
because it ‘demystifies’ 
some of the issues. Editorial 
judgement is another aspect 
which denies space for bigo¬ 
try,” he said. 

According to him, the 
news that appears in The 
Hindu involves a balancing 
act of various aspects such 
as selection of news from 


hyper-local to international; 
thematic balancing of va¬ 
rious areas such as politics, 
economy and culture; and 
conceptual balancing which 
is essentially a balancing 
between news and views. 

Balancing act 

“The most fundamental ba¬ 
lancing act is what is in pu¬ 
blic interest and what the 
public is interested in. You 
don’t permit one to sub¬ 
sume the other. We try to ba¬ 
lance it on a daily basis. This 
is the editorial judgement 
which goes on a daily basis,” 
he said. 

Responding to requests 
from readers for the provi¬ 
sion of ‘Readers’ Mail’ co¬ 
lumn in regions, Suresh 
Nambath, Editor, The Hin¬ 


du, said it was being pu¬ 
blished earlier and would be 
revived soon. 

M.A. Janet, a teacher, 
wanted The Hindu in School 
to include more news in a 
manner that would be easy 
to digest for students, apart 
from its detailed coverage of 
academic topics. 

V. Bhaskar, a retired bank 
employee, said that he 
switched to The Hindu in the 
last 15 months for its ba¬ 
lanced coverage of news. 

Interacting with readers, 
L.V. Navaneeth, Chief Execu¬ 
tive Officer of The Hindu 
Group, pointed out that the 
daily did not resort to con¬ 
cealed advertisement for re¬ 
venue and was committed to 
providing its readers a pro¬ 
duct that would be fair. 


Villagers irked at reservoir work 


R. AVA DHANI 

SIDDIPET 

Farmers from the four villag¬ 
es Toguta, Vemulaghat, Pal- 
lepahad and Etigaddakishta- 
pur, falling under the 
proposed Mallannasagar re¬ 
servoir project in Telangana 
heaved a sigh of relief on Fri¬ 
day, when the Green Bench 
of the High Court directed 
the district administration to 


stop the ongoing works for 
one week and restore the 
power lines. 

Some farmers had ap¬ 
proached the High Court 
seeking justice stating that 
they were not paid compen¬ 
sation but works are being 
taken up. Not only that, even 
the power lines were dis¬ 
turbed putting the farmers 
and residents at risk. 


The Green Bench consist¬ 
ing of Justice A. Rajasekhar 
Reddy and Justice P. Naveen 
Rao directed the authorities 
to restore the power lines 
and stop works. 

However, the works conti¬ 
nued on Saturday and the 
contractor threatened the 
villagers with dire conse¬ 
quences if they stopped the 
works. 


Efforts to remove boat stuck in Prakasam Barrage fail 


More salvage teams roped in to lift 
vessel without damage to sluice gate 


STAFF REPORTER 

VIJAYAWADA 

The operation to remove a 
boat stuck in the 68th gate of 
the Prakasam Barrage conti¬ 
nued here, with teams inten¬ 
sifying efforts late into the 
evening on Saturday. 

Following multiple failed 
attempts, officials of the And¬ 
hra Pradesh Water Resourc¬ 
es Department (WRD) roped 
in salvage teams from other 
reservoirs in the State and 
Karnataka. Teams from Ra- 
jahmundry, Pulichintala, 
Bairavani Tippa and Ballari 
along with the State and Na¬ 
tional Disaster Response 
Force tried to lift and pull out 
the metal boat using ropes 
and cranes but with little 
success. Later in the even¬ 
ing, a team from Polavaram 
project joined the operation 
with additional equipment, 
according to WRD officials. 

The operation is being 
hampered by the position of 


the boat. “Any attempt to re¬ 
move it without proper care 
could damage the gate com¬ 
ponents,” said Chief Engi¬ 
neer, Krishna Delta System 
R. Satish Kumar. 

Water getting wasted 

Meanwhile, a huge amount 
of water is being discharged 
into the sea as the gate can¬ 
not be closed. The remaining 
gates were closed three days 
ago after water level in the 
Krishna dropped. 

However, irrigation offi¬ 
cials say water discharge was 
inevitable as the inflow into 
the Barrage which reached 
full reservoir level was conti¬ 
nuing. The outflow from the 
Barrage was around 21,000 
cusecs throughout Saturday 
and inflow was around 
15,000 cusecs. 

The boat has been stuck in 
the sluice gate for around 10 
days. Officials are optimistic 
of removing it on Sunday. 



Workers trying to remove the boat stuck in a gate of Prakasam Barrage in Vijayawada, A.P., on Saturday, -ch.vuaya bhaskar 


Minister rubbishes 
Naidu’s claim 

His comments on flood ‘contradictory’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

As a person who served as 
Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi¬ 
nister for 14 years, N. Chan- 
drababu Naidu should know 
better than to make sweep¬ 
ing statements against the 
flood management of the 
State government. Minister 
for Water Resources P. Anil 
Kumar said on Saturday. 

The Minister said Mr. Nai¬ 
du, who claimed to be a se¬ 
nior administrator, made 
statements that were self¬ 
contradictory. Addressing 
the media here, the Minister 
said Mr. Naidu, in an elabo¬ 
rate power-point presenta¬ 
tion on Friday, alleged that 
the government had al¬ 
lowed 300 tmcft of water to 
go waste into the Bay of Ben¬ 
gal which could have been 
released to Rayalaseema 
from the Pothyreddipadu 
Head Regulator (PRPHR). 


Mr. Naidu’s claim that wa¬ 
ter could have been re¬ 
leased through the PRPHR 
from the beginning was rid¬ 
iculous, the Minister said. 
The capacity of the PRPHR 
when the level of water in 
the Srisailam Reservoir was 
845 ft was just 900 to 1,000 
cusecs. Its capacity grows as 
the level in the reservoir in¬ 
creases to 881 ft. 

The TDP was talking like 
the entire flood water which 
ran into lakhs of cusecs 
could have been diverted in¬ 
to the PRPHR. No efforts 
were spared to divert the 
maximum amount into the 
PRPHR and a record 44,500 
cusecs could be released, 
but there were physical li¬ 
mits for diversion, he said. 
He said the flood at the Pra¬ 
kasam Barrage had crossed 
the 8 lakh cusecs mark “just 
for six hours” though the 
flow lasted over a week. 


‘Serial killer’ arrested in Chittoor 

Accused is a necrophiliac who killed several women in A.P., Tamil Nadu: police 


Karnataka libraries to offer e-books soon 

Department of Public Libraries takes up initiative to digitise books 


STAFF REPORTER 

CHITTOOR 

The police arrested a man 
wanted in the rape and mur¬ 
der of a 65-year-old woman, 
from Nagari in Chittoor dis¬ 
trict of Andhra Pradesh on 
Thursday night. 

At a press conference on 
Saturday, police officials said 
the accused, identified as R. 
Anand, was a serial killer 
who had murdered several 
persons, including a child, in 
the last few years. He was al¬ 
so an obsessive necrophiliac. 

The 35-year-old hails from 
Arakkonam town in Tamil 
Nadu and hunts wild boars 
on farmlands for a living. 

The Nagari police said 
they stumbled upon Anand’s 
trail earlier this month when 
they were investigating the 
murder of the 65-year-old 



woman at M.N. Kandriga vil¬ 
lage in Nagari circle. 

Police interrogated the 
woman’s estranged husband 
Gopal Reddy,75, who was liv¬ 
ing in another hut in the 
same area. 

Gopal Reddy, who sepa¬ 
rated from his wife a decade 
ago after suspecting her of 
infidelity, reportedly con¬ 
fessed to the police that he 
had arranged to get his wife 
killed through Anand for 
^30,000. On the night of 
June 24, Anand killed the el¬ 
derly woman and then pro¬ 
ceeded to have intercourse 
with the corpse, police said. 

String of cases 

Police then laid a trap for 
Anand on the night of Au¬ 
gust 22, and arrested him 
when he came to Nagari to 



collect his payment from Go¬ 
pal Reddy. 

Police officials said they 
have found Anand to be res¬ 
ponsible for a string of grisly 
crimes - all committed in 
A.P. and Tamil Nadu over the 
last two months. 

On July 9, Anand report¬ 
edly killed a woman tailor at 
Arakkonam town and had 
sex with her corpse. He re¬ 
portedly told police that he 
killed the woman at the beh¬ 
est of his lover. On June 10, 
Anand reportedly attacked a 
lone woman in Arakkonam 
town. The woman narrowly 
escaped after bystanders 
came rushing after hearing 
her shrieks for help. 

A week later, Anand’s lov¬ 
er Nayudamma ended her 
life, reportedly afraid that 
her role in Anand’s crimes 



would be exposed. 

An eight-year-old boy 
from Arakkonam went mis¬ 
sing in 2014 and his skeletal 
remains were found a month 
later. DNA tests helped iden¬ 
tify the victim. 

“Anand is A1 in this case. 
He worked for the boy’s pa¬ 
rents 12 years ago. The boy 
was killed at the behest of 
the boy’s uncles, who re¬ 
portedly offered Anand 
^50,000 to kill the boy over a 
property dispute,” Mr. Sai- 
nath said. 

On July 29, Anand report¬ 
edly attacked another elder¬ 
ly woman at an isolated loca¬ 
tion under Pitchatur police 
station limits in Chittoor dis¬ 
trict. The injured woman 
who was rushed to the hos¬ 
pital is still undergoing 
treatment. 



TANU KULKARNI 

BENGALURU 

If all goes as planned, 
members of public libraries 
in Karnataka will be able to 
request for a book they want 
to read in e-book format. 
With several people 
preferring to access 
information online over 
physical copies, the 
Department of Public 
Libraries has decided to 
take up an initiative of 
digitising books. 

Director of the 
Department of Public 
Libraries Satish Kumar S. 
Hosamani said once a 
member of any of the public 
library in the State requests 
for a digital format, the 
department would 
approach the writer and the 




publisher to seek 
permission. “We will rope in 
a company that will use 
digital rights management 
software for this project. 
Those who access the e- 
boolcs cannot cut, copy or 
save the content. The books 
they have subscribed to will 
vanish from the account 
within 15 days,” said Mr. 
Hosamani. 

Apart from fiction and 


non-fiction books, the 
Department also plans to 
offer reference books that 
students need to prepare for 
competitive examinations. A 
tender has been called for 
and Z5 crore set aside. 

Subscription offers 

“We expect to roll it out in a 
few months. The e-books 
can also be accessed by 
government first-grade 
degree and pre-university 
college students,” Mr. 
Hosamani added. Members 
can get details about 
subscription offers at their 
nearest taluk, district or city 
public library. 

Currently, across the 
State, there are around 18 
lakh members of public 
libraries who are allowed to 


borrow books for a 
fortnight. They will have to 
pay a separate amount if 
they want to access the 
e-books. The books will be 
uploaded on a portal that 
will be linked to the 
department’s website. 

Principal Secretary, 
Department of Primary and 
Secondary Education and 
Department of Public 
Libraries S.R. Umashankar 
said the move would also be 
economical as more people 
could access books at a 
lower cost. 

“They can access books 
at their convenience as the 
formats will be compatible 
with several electronic 
devices. It will also help 
youngsters cultivate the 
habit of reading,” he said. 
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Two killed in Bhiwandi 
building collapse 

MUMBAI 

Two people were killed and 
five others were injured when 
a building collapsed in 
Bhiwandi on Saturday 
morning. The police have 
arrested the owner of the 
plot who built the structure. 
According to civic officials, a 
column of Building No. 2407 
in Shanti Nagar collapsed at 
8.30 p.m. on Friday and the 
residents were evacuated. 

Physiotherapists seek 
Health Ministry's help 

NEW DELHI 

The Association of 
Physiotherapy has recently 
written to the Union Health 
Ministry about their 
apprehensions about the 
Clinical Establishments 
(Registration and Regulation) 
Act, 2010. They noted that 
the "regulatory body has also 
regulated physiotherapy, 
which will not allow them to 
practice independently." 

NRC: AAMSU threatens 
stir if Indians excluded 

GUWAHATI 

The All Assam Minority 
Students’ Union (AAMSU) has 
threatened to launch an 
"intense agitation" if any 
genuine Indian citizen is 
excluded and a "single 
foreigner" included in the 
final National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) to be 
published on August 31. The 
threat follows the general 
apprehension that the final 
NRC would not be error-free. 

Woman delivers inside 
police vehicle in U.P. 

BANDA 

A 21-year-old woman in 
labour, waiting for an 
ambulance on the road for 
around two hours, gave birth 
in a police vehicle that was 
passing by, police said on 
Saturday. The police officer 
said both, the woman and 
child, were later admitted to 
the government hospital 
here, pti 


One-third of people killed by elephants were drunk: study 


Survey conducted in north Bengal; 
476 died between 2006 and 2016 


SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

ICO LICATA 

One-third of the people 
killed by elephants in north 
Bengal between 2006 and 
2016 happened to be drunk 
and chasing the animal, a 
study has found. 

During this period, a total 
of 476 persons died and 
1646 injured in elephant at¬ 
tacks in the four districts of 
the region: Darjeeling, Jal- 
paiguri, Alipurduar, and 
Cooch Behar. 

The study was published 
earlier this year in science 
journal Plos One. 

It analysed the age, pro¬ 
fession and identity of the 
victims and found that 36% 
were drunk (on local rice 


beer called handia ) and 
were chasing away ele¬ 
phants from their fields or 
the vicinity of their homes. 

Awareness campaigns 

The study also suggested 
that awareness campaigns 
about the dangers of alcohol 
and basic behaviour of ele¬ 
phants should be organised 
regularly to educate margi¬ 
nalised farmers and tea es¬ 
tate workers. 

Titled Assessment and 
prediction of spatial pat¬ 
terns of human-elephant 
conflicts in changing land 
cover scenarios of a human- 
dominated landscape in 
north Bengal, the paper 
looks at seasonal and tem- 



Jumbo woes: Experts say the expansion of human 
settlements should be regulated, -dipanjan naha 


poral variation of elephant 
attacks, major land uses, 
hotspots of conflicts and 
age, profession and activity/ 
behaviour of victims. 

“74% of the elephant at¬ 
tack victims were males. 
30% were farmers, 19% were 
daily labours and 17% were 
tea workers. Among the vic¬ 
tims, 20% were returning 


home in dark, 7% had gone 
to collect firewood and 8% 
were defecating in the 
open,” said Dipanjan Naha 
and S. Sathyakumar, the 
lead authors of the publica¬ 
tion who are associated with 
the Wildlife Institute of In¬ 
dia. 

Only in 8% of the cases 
were the victims sleeping in¬ 


side their homes, their stu¬ 
dy found. 

Seasonal variation 

A high seasonal variation 
has been observed in terms 
of attacks, according to the 
study, which is based on 
field visits to conflict sites. 
As many as 54 % of elephant 
attacks occurred between 
May and July and 30 % bet¬ 
ween August and October. 

The frequency of the con¬ 
flict increases during the rai¬ 
ny season, which also coin¬ 
cides with the harvest of 
major agricultural crops 
such as wheat, maize and 
paddy. 

The study also found ma¬ 
jor changes in land-use pat¬ 
tern in the region: forest 
cover increased by 446 sq 
km, the area under agricul¬ 
ture reduced by 128 sq km. 


while tea gardens declined 
by 307 sq km. 

The area under human 
settlement increased by 61 
sq km in the past 10 years. 
The researchers also point¬ 
ed out that elephants need 
access to water and thus en¬ 
croachment of riverine 
patches should be regulated 
immediately. 

The experts emphasised 
that the increase in area of 
human settlements should 
also be regulated, particu¬ 
larly along major elephant 
corridors. 

The study also pointed 
that the estimated elephant 
population in north Bengal 
is 488, which is only 1.8 % of 
the elephant population of 
India, but the number of hu¬ 
man deaths due to elephant 
attacks stood at 12 % of all 
such deaths in the country. 


Ordnance 
board workers 
call off strike 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Employees under the Ord¬ 
nance Factory Board 
(OFB), who had been on 
strike since August 14 
against the alleged privati¬ 
sation, called off their prot¬ 
est after a meeting with of¬ 
ficials of the Defence 
Ministry. 

“After deliberations, it 
was agreed to recommend 
to the government to esta¬ 
blish a high-level commit¬ 
tee to interact with em¬ 
ployees’ federations to 
examine their concerns 
and other aspects of the 
proposed entity,” the Mi¬ 
nistry said in a statement 
on Saturday. The statement 
also said that the proposed 
corporatisation of the OFB 
was under examination. 


Poor quality colleges on NOTE radar 


B.Ed. has become a degree for 
marriage, not teaching, says council 


PRISC ILLA JEBARAJ 

NEW DELHI 

To weed out and shut down 
poor quality teacher educa¬ 
tion institutions - which 
have six times more capacity 
than needed - the National 
Council for Teacher Educa¬ 
tion is conducting the first- 
ever performance appraisals 
of the 19,000 institutions it 
oversees. 

“The B.Ed. has become a 
degree for marriage, not 
teaching. That must change- 
...Our agenda is to close 
down the bad colleges,” 
NCTE chairperson Satbir Be- 
di told The Hindu this week. 

With about 100 seats 
each, the teacher education 
institutions potentially pro¬ 
duce 19 lakh graduates per 
year. At the recommended 
teacher-student ratio of 1:27, 
the country’s 26 crore stu- 


Jet founder siphoned 
off huge sums: ED 

‘Goyal used tax-evading schemes’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate on Saturday alleged that 
Jet Airways founder Naresh 
Goyal structured various 
tax-evading schemes involv¬ 
ing its domestic and over¬ 
seas companies to siphon 
off huge sums through du¬ 
bious and fictitious 
transactions. 

On Friday, the agency, 
under the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act (FEMA), 
carried out searches in 12 of¬ 
fice and residential premis¬ 
es in Delhi and Mumbai. 
These locations are linked 
to Jet Airways group and its 
erstwhile promoters, Mr. 
Goyal and his long-time as¬ 
sociate Hasmukh Gardi. 

“The search resulted in 
the seizure of various in¬ 
criminating documents and 
digital evidence. The ED's 
investigation under FEMA is 
based on complaints and in¬ 
telligence inputs received 
from various sources,” said 
the agency. 

According to the ED, Mr. 
Goyal’s business empire in¬ 
cludes 19 privately-held 
companies, of which 14 
companies are registered in 
India and five companies 
abroad. “Mr. Goyal also indi¬ 


rectly controls various enti¬ 
ties abroad, some of which 
are in tax havens,” it said. 

“Preliminary investiga¬ 
tions indicate that Mr. Goyal 
has structured various tax- 
evading schemes involving 
its domestic companies and 
the companies in foreign tax 
jurisdiction, thereby si¬ 
phoning off huge amounts 
in foreign jurisdictions...,” 
said the ED. 

Foreign entities 

It is alleged that inflated pay¬ 
ments were apparently 
made to some foreign enti¬ 
ties under various airline 
lease agreements, aircraft 
maintenance agreements 
and under other pretexts. 

“Huge amounts appear to 
have been sent abroad by 
way of inflated commission 
to its own group entity in 
Dubai which acted as the 
airline’s exclusive overseas 
General Sales Agent [GSA],” 
said the agency. 

The ED alleges that Mr. 
Goyal is likely to be the be¬ 
neficial owner of some bank 
accounts abroad having 
huge deposits. 

“Prima facie, these tran¬ 
sactions involve various vio¬ 
lations under FEMA,” the 
agency said. 


dents need only 90 lakh 
teachers overall. If each 
teacher serves about 30 
years, the annual turnover - 
and need for new teaching 
candidates - is only about 
three lakh, said Dr. Bedi. 
Even leaving aside the spu¬ 
rious, fly-by-night institu¬ 
tions and graduates who ob¬ 
tain B.Ed. degrees without 
attending any class and with 
no intention of ever becom¬ 
ing a teacher, there are simp¬ 
ly too many graduates seek¬ 
ing too few jobs. 

“Even if we close down 
10,000 institutions, we 
would still be oversub¬ 
scribed by three times,” not¬ 
ed Dr. Bedi. “This oversup¬ 
ply is the main reason for 
derogation of the teaching 
profession. That’s why they 
get away with paying ^2,000- 
3,000 per month for a teach- 


Human pyramid 



The NCTE is undergoing a frank re-evaluation of its mission 
and functioning in its silver jubilee year, -m.a.sriram 


er who is supposed to be a 
leader, a motivator, a coun¬ 
sellor to a generation of 
children.” 

The NCTE hopes to com¬ 
plete its performance apprai¬ 
sal process and weed out the 
worst institutions before the 
next academic year brings in 
a fresh set of candidates. 
More than just repairing a 
broken system, however, the 
Council wants to start aspira- 
tional new initiatives, includ¬ 


ing 700 model institutions 
(at least one per district), a 
new leadership training pro¬ 
gramme for principals and 
head teachers and an experi¬ 
mental international teach¬ 
ing qualification. This would 
cater to the mushrooming in¬ 
ternational school market, 
and also potentially prepare 
teachers who want to take 
their skills abroad. 

“If we can export nurses, 
why not teachers?” asked Dr. 


Bedi. “Instead of running the 
random B.Ed. for the mar¬ 
riage market, if we want to 
do something meaningful for 
society, to attract good peo¬ 
ple to the sector, can’t we de¬ 
sign a course for those who 
really want to teach? This is 
the profession on which the 
future depends.” 

The NCTE is undergoing a 
brutal re-evaluation of its 
mission and functioning in 
its silver jubilee year. 

It’s original objectives 
were to craft the syllabus and 
curriculum of teacher train¬ 
ing and regulate institutions 
under its jurisdiction. But it 
has been elbowed aside by 
other stakeholders. 

“We have had negligible 
input into curriculum over 
the years, because we simply 
did not have capacity to 
question NCERT. There has 
been a widening gap in intel¬ 
lectual resources between 
the two institutions,” said Dr. 
Bedi. 



Team spirit: Govindas form a human pyramid in a bid to reach and break a Dahi Handi during Janmashtami celebrations in 
Mumbai on Saturday. At least 119 participants were injured in the city during the celebrations, officials said, -emmanualyogini 


WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Sunday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over west Madhya Pradesh, east Rajasthan, Himachal Pra¬ 
desh, Uttarakhand, south Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa, Gu¬ 
jarat, east Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana, 
coastal Karnataka, Lakshadweep, Tamil Nadu and Kerala 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 

.. 20.6.. 

..33.4.. 

..25.8 

Kozhikode. 

.... 7.0.. 

..29.4.. 

..24.0 

Ahmedabad.... 


..33.7.. 

..26.1 

Kurnool. 

.. 12.1.. 

..31.3.. 

..24.0 

Aizawl. 


..28.6.. 


Lucknow. 

.... 4.2.. 

..33.7.. 

..25.0 

Allahabad. 

.. 39.2.. 

..33.4.. 

..24.6 

Madurai. 




Bengaluru. 

.... 1.6.. 

..27.6.. 

..20.0 

Mangaluru. 

.. 91.5.. 

..26.6.. 

..22.3 

Bhopal. 

.. 19.7.. 

..29.4.. 

..22.6 

Mumbai. 

.... 1.0.. 

..32.1.. 

..25.4 

Bhubaneswar.. 

.. 15.0.. 


..25.5 

Mysuru. 


..28.5.. 

..20.1 

Chandigarh .... 

.... 2.8.. 

..35.0.. 

..26.5 

New Delhi. 

.... 0.6.. 

..36.2.. 

..28.0 

Chennai. 



..26.3 

Patna . 

.... 5.6.. 

..35.6.. 

..25.6 

Coimbatore.... 



..22.0 

Port Blair. 

.. 65.5.. 

..26.4.. 

..23.4 

Dehradun. 


..34.3.. 

..23.7 

Puducherry. 




Gangtok. 

.. 31.4.. 

..23.7.. 

..17.4 

Pune. 

.... 1.6.. 

..29.5.. 

..21.0 

Goa. 

.. 65.3.. 


..23.8 

Raipur. 

.... 2.3.. 

..31.5.. 

..25.0 

Guwahati. 

.. 14.4.. 

..34.6.. 

..24.8 

Ranchi. 

.... 6.2.. 

..30.7.. 

..23.0 

Hubballi. 


..27.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.. 19.8.. 

..24.3.. 

..17.1 

Hyderabad. 

.... 7.6.. 

..29.9.. 

..22.8 

Shimla. 

.... 1.4.. 

..25.4.. 

..16.2 

Imphal. 

.. 24.0.. 

..27.9.. 

..21.9 

Srinagar. 


..30.4.. 

..16.0 

Jaipur. 


..34.8.. 

..27.2 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... 0.2.. 

..32.3.. 

..24.8 

Kochi. 

.... 7.2.. 

..30.2.. 

..23.4 

Tiruchi. 




Kohima. 

.... 0.8.. 

..28.3.. 

..19.2 

Vijayawada. 


..31.5.. 

..25.4 

Kolkata . 

.... 0.6.. 

..33.1.. 

..27.1 

Visakhapatnam. 

.. 81.6.. 

..32.8.. 

..26.4 


CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 

Ahmedabad. 55 .76 .49 

Bengaluru. 02 .22 .70 

Chennai.- .16 .32 

Delhi. 22 .89 .41 

Hyderabad. 54 .35 .16 

Kolkata. 02 .37 .22 

Lucknow. 09 .14 .50 

Mumbai. 15 .10 104 

Pune. 74 .08 .67 

Visakhapatnam ..- .15 .49 


...74 .134 
...30 ...88 

...46 .- 

.124 .294 


..51 

..44 

..75 

..92 

..48 

..54 


..84 

..45 


..44 

..48 

..88 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
6.00 p.m., Jodhpur, 
Rajasthan recorded an 
overall air quality index 
(AQI) score of 312 
indicating a dangerous level 
of pollution. In contrast, 
Haldia, West Bengal 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 21 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


T.N. govt, to launch education channel 

Programmes for students and employment-related news to be telecast 


STAFF REPORTER 

CHENNAI 

Kalvi tholaikkaatchi (Education 
TV), a television channel of the Ta¬ 
mil Nadu government, will be 
launched by Chief Minister Edappa- 
di K. Palaniswami on Monday. 

Programmes will be telecast on 
the channel from 6 a.m. to 9.30 p.m. 


While a majority of them will be tar¬ 
geted at school children on a variety 
of subjects, the TV station will also 
feature programmes on employ¬ 
ment opportunities and learning the 
craft of self-employment, and a daily 
telecast of employment-related 
news. Though the authorities had 
planned a January launch, it was de¬ 


layed owing to the preparatory work 
involved in designing the pro¬ 
grammes and setting up the re¬ 
quired infrastructure, sources in the 
School Education Department said. 

Officials had earlier said the tele¬ 
vision channel would be made avail¬ 
able through mobile applications on 
Android and iOS platforms. 


When crocodiles roamed flooded streets in Vadodara 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

This monsoon season. Wildlife 
SOS and the Gujarat Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(GSPCA) have been attending to 
multiple reptile emergency calls 
with crocodiles swimming in 
flooded streets and showing up in 
human settlements. 

“This has become a common 
occurrence due to the recent flash 
floods in Vadodara and with the 
support from the Forest Depart¬ 
ment, we have successfully con¬ 
ducted 52 crocodile rescues 


across the city so far,” noted a re¬ 
lease issued by Wildlife SOS. 

The group added that multiple 
sightings of reptiles in the city 
have been keeping the Wildlife 
SOS Rapid Response Unit on their 
toes. 

“People have been alerting the 
team to snakes, monitor lizards 
and even crocodiles across flood- 
hit Vadodara this year. With the 
water levels currently receding, 
such instances have escalated ov¬ 
er the past few weeks,” the group 
said. 

Recently, a massive 16-foot- 



A crocodile being rescued by the 
NDRF in Vadodara, -ani 

long crocodile was rescued by the 
Wildlife SOS-GSPCA team and the 
Forest Department. The reptile 
became a cause for concern for 


occupants of Jalaramnagar slums 
in Karelibaug. The narrow lanes 
made the rescue quite challeng¬ 
ing but after careful strategising, 
the team was successful in safely 
luring the crocodile into a trap 
cage. This is the largest crocodile 
to be rescued by the NGO in 
Vadodara. 

Kartick Satyanarayan, co-foun¬ 
der and CEO of Wildlife SOS, said: 
“Vishwamitri river that flows 
through the heart of Vadodara ci¬ 
ty is home to over 200 crocodiles. 
During the monsoon season, the 
river overflows which usually 


leads to the migration of croco¬ 
diles to smaller ponds, surround¬ 
ing human settlements. Croco¬ 
diles are met with fear and 
hostility leading to incidents of 
human conflict with this species.” 

Adds Raj Bhavsar, Wildlife SOS 
Project coordinator and GSPCA 
honorary secretary: “So far, we 
have responded to 52 crocodile- 
related calls. It is heartening to 
see a rise in the number of people 
calling our helpline instead of tak¬ 
ing matters into their own hands 
which generally ends in casualty 
on either side.” 


HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT ALLAHABAD 


U.P. Higher Judicial Service, 2018 (Part-Ill) 
Direct Recruitment 
Notice 

This Hon’ble Court in consideration of the fact that the 
candidates are facing problems in depositing the application 
fee of Direct Recruitment to UP. Higher Judicial Service 
Examination, 2018 (Part-Ill) due to Bank Holidays on 23 rd 
August, 2019 (Janmashtami), 24 th and 25 th August, 2019 (fourth 
Saturday and Sunday) has been pleased to extend the last 
date for filling up of online Application Forms of The Direct 
Recruitment to U.P. Higher Judicial Service, 2018 
(Part-Ill) to 28 th August, 2019 and the last date for downloading 
the filled and completed online application form (ORA) has also 
been extended to 28 th August, 2019 till 23:59 hours. 

Sd/- 

(Mayank Kumar Jain,HJS) 

Registrar General 

High Court of Judicature at Allahabad 




fCMR • NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EPIDEMIOLOGY 

R-127, Second Main Road, TNHB, 
Ayapakkam, Chennai - 600077. 
Contact: 044-26136311 /211. 


Candidates are invited to apply for the following 
Posts on contract basis: 


Name of the Post: PROJECT TECHNICAL 


ASSISTANT (Senior Treatment Supervisor). 
No. of Post: 50 (UR-19,OBC-13,SC-07, 
ST-06, EWS-05). 


For application Proforma and other details regarding 

qualification and experience,etc., please refer to: 

www.nie.gov.in 

3 Director 


A ND-NDE 
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Opposition team turned 
back from Srinagar 



Back to square one: The Opposition team at the Srinagar 
airport before being sent back on Saturday. - pti 


The Opposition leaders later 
signed a strongly worded re¬ 
presentation and asked the 
officials to hand it to Jammu 
and Kashmir (J&K) Gover¬ 
nor Satyapal Malik. 

In their joint representa¬ 
tion, the leaders described 
their detention as ‘undemo¬ 
cratic and unconstitutional’. 

Despite invitation 

Leaders reiterated the issue 
of the Governor’s invitation 
in their representation to 
the Budgam District Magis¬ 
trate. “We are responsible 
political leaders and elected 
representatives and our in¬ 
tentions are entirely peace¬ 
ful and humanitarian. We 
are here to express solidari¬ 
ty with the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh 
and to expedite the process 
of return to normalcy,” it 
read and added that the J&K 
administrations apprehen¬ 
sions were baseless. 

The delegation included 
Sharad Yadav (Loktantrik Ja¬ 
nata Dal), Sitaram Yechury 
(CPI[M1), D. Raja (CPI), Tiru- 
chi Siva (DMK), Dinesh Tri- 
vedi (Trinamool) and Ma- 
jeed Memon (NCP), besides 
senior Congress leaders 
Ghulam Nabi Azad and 
Anand Sharma. 


“Denial of entry to lead¬ 
ers of recognised political 
parties is an outright attack 
on rights of political parties 
to meet and address their 
constituents,” Mr. Yechury 
tweeted. 

“On seeing us, women 
and students of J&K who 
were inside the aircraft 
started screaming to ex¬ 
press their difficulties. The 
situation there is certainly 
normal,” CPI General Secre¬ 
tary D Raja told The Hindu. 

Video clips tweeted by a 
TV crew on board the Vista- 
ra flight to Srinagar showed 
an elderly woman com¬ 
plaining to Mr. Gandhi 
about the difficulties faced 
by her brother in Srinagar, 
who is a heart patient. 

No to media 

The large media contingent, 
including TV channels that 
accompanied the Opposi¬ 
tion delegation from Delhi, 
however, was prevented 
from filming at the airport 
on the grounds that it was a 
defence airport. 

“Misbehaviour of police 
with media at Srinagar air¬ 
port: direct attempt to sup¬ 
press press freedom, done 
to conceal ground realities,” 
Mr. Yechury tweeted. 


BJP veteran leader 
Arun Jaitley passes away 


“His insight on issues and 
nuanced understanding of 
matters had very few paral¬ 
lels. He lived well, leaving us 
all with innumerable happy 
memories. We will miss 
him!” he said. 

Mr Modi also recalled his 
contribution to the BJP. “BJP 
and Arun Jaitley Ji had an 
unbreakable bond. As a fi¬ 
ery student leader, he was at 
forefront of protecting our 
democracy during the 
Emergency. 

“He became a much liked 
face of our Party, who could 
articulate the Party pro¬ 
grammes and ideology to a 
wide spectrum of society,” 
he said. 

Official sources said Mr 
Modi had spoken to Mr Jait- 
ley’s wife and son and both 
had insisted that he not can¬ 
cel his foreign tour. 

“A brilliant lawyer” 

President Ram Nath Kovind 
condoled the passing away 
of Mr. Jaitley. “A brilliant la¬ 
wyer, a seasoned parliamen¬ 


tarian, and a distinguished 
Minister, he contributed im¬ 
mensely to nation building,” 
Mr Kovind said in his 
tribute. 

BJP president and Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
said Mr. Jaitley’s death was a 
personal loss. 

“I am deeply saddened 
by the death of Arun Jaitley. 
Jaitley’s departure is a per¬ 
sonal loss for me. I have lost 
not only a senior leader of 
the organisation but also an 
integral member of the fa¬ 
mily whose support and gui¬ 
dance I have been receiving 
for years,” Mr. Shah 
tweeted. 

Senior Congress leaders 
also condoled Mr Jaitley’s 
demise, with party chief So¬ 
nia Gandhi saying his contri¬ 
butions to public life will be 
remembered forever. 

Ms Gandhi said Mr. Jaitley 
had a long innings as a pu¬ 
blic figure, parliamentarian 
and minister and his contri¬ 
butions to public life will fo¬ 
rever be remembered. 


Modi-Trump talks to 
focus on trade war 


A meeting of officials from 
the USTR office and the Mi¬ 
nistries of Commerce and 
External Affairs last month, 
that sought to unpack some 
of the issues including in¬ 
creased tariffs, WTO dis¬ 
putes, new Indian legisla¬ 
tion on e-commerce and 
data localisation, proved 
inconclusive. 

According to trade lobby 
U.S. India Strategic Partner¬ 
ship Forum (USISPF) Presi¬ 
dent Mulcesh Aghi, the main 
reason for the prolonged de¬ 
lay in the trade representa¬ 
tives meeting is the growing 
U.S.-China tensions over 
trade. 

“An India-U.S. trade reso¬ 
lution is a transactional one, 
involving a little bit of give 
and take, but the U.S.-China 
issues are transformational, 



which need major changes 
in laws and the way they do 
business. As a result, the 
U.S. is fully occupied with 
the developing situation 
with China at present, and 
unable to commit time to In¬ 
dia,” he told The Hindu dur¬ 
ing a visit to Delhi. 

The U.S.-China trade war 
escalated again over the 
weekend as President 
Trump announced a 5% 
hike in tariffs on over $500 
billion worth of Chinese 
products. The decision 
came after Beijing imposed 
new tariffs on $75 billion 
worth of U.S. goods. 

According to Mr. Aghi, In¬ 
dia could be the beneficiary 
of the U.S.-China war, but 
only if it shows “flexibility” 
to resolve the trade dispute 
with Washington. 



Rafale will join IAF in full force in a year 

Three batches of fighter pilots will undergo advanced training on the aircraft in France 

Final approach 


The first batch of Rafale fighter jets is expected to land in 
India in by end-April 2020 


Aug. 2007: 

Ministry of Defence 
issues Request 
for Proposal for 
procurement of 126 
medium multi-role 
combat aircraft 
fighters 

Jan. 2012: 

Dassault Aviation's 
Rafale aircraft 
comes up with the 
lowest bid 


Sept.2016: 

India and France 
sign €7.87 billion 
Inter-Governmental 
Agreement for 36 
Rafale multi-role 
fighter jets 

Sept. 2019: 

The first batch 
of Rafale fighter 
jets to be handed 
over to India in 
France 


April 2020: 

The first 
batch of jets 
expected to 
arrive in India 



DINA KAR PERI 

NEW DELHI 

The first batch of Rafale fight¬ 
er jets will be handed over to 
India in September in 
France, but they will arrive 
in India only by the end of 
April 2020. During that time, 
Indian Air Force pilots will 
undergo advanced training 
on those jets in France, de¬ 
fence sources said. 

“The first batch is sche¬ 
duled to be handed over in 
September. From then to 
April 2020, three batches of 
eight IAF pilots [each], along 
with engineers and techni¬ 
cians, will undergo advanced 
training on the Indian jets in 
France, a senior source said. 
“The Indian-standard Rafale 
with all India-specific enhan¬ 
cements (ISE) will be opera¬ 
tionally ready latest by Sep¬ 
tember 2021.” 


So far, three IAF pilots and 
two technical officers had 
been trained on the Rafales 
of the French Air Force, un¬ 
der the terms of the 
contract. 

The first Rafale for India 
has made its maiden flight on 


October 30, 2018 in France 
and is designated RB008. RB 
stands for Air Marshal R.K.S. 
Bhadauria who, as then De¬ 
puty Chief of the IAF, led the 
Indian negotiation team and 
had a major role in the con¬ 
tract negotiations. This is an 


instrumented aircraft flown 
by test pilots and all 13 ISE 
will be incorporated, tested 
and certified on this. The 
RB008 will be the last to be 
delivered to the IAF, 67 
months after the Inter-Go¬ 
vernmental Agreement was 
signed in April 2022. 

‘Operational necessity’ 

In September 2016, India 
and France signed a €7.87- 
billion agreemeny for 36 Ra¬ 
fale multi-role fighter jets in 
fly-away condition following 
the surprise announcement 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in April 2015 citing 
“critical operational necessi¬ 
ty” of the IAF. 

Under the IGA, deliveries 
begin 36 months from the 
signing of the contract and 
will be completed in 67 
months. The government 


has consistently maintained 
that the deal was done to en¬ 
sure quick delivery of the 
fighter aircraft to the IAF, 
which is facing a drop in 
squadron strength. 

Some of the ISE are incor¬ 
porated in the aircraft during 
manufacturing. The remain¬ 
ing will be incorporated in 
2021 over three months, the 
source said. “This includes 
both software and hardware 
upgrades.” 

As reported by The Hindu 
earlier, the ISE “not present 
in the Rafale aircraft being 
operated by other countries” 
pertain to radar enhance¬ 
ments, helmet-mounted dis¬ 
play, ability to start and oper¬ 
ate from high-altitude 
airfields, advanced infrared 
search and track sensor, a 
potent electronic jammer 
pod and avionics. 


Swamy seeks 
to halt work 
on Kartarpur 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

BJP MP Subramanian Swa¬ 
my on Saturday demanded 
that the work on the Kar¬ 
tarpur corridor be imme¬ 
diately stopped, voicing 
apprehension about Pakis¬ 
tan’s intentions. 

“There should not be 
any talks with Pakistan, 
keeping in view the inter¬ 
est of our country. In my 
opinion, the work on the 
Kartarpur project should 
be stopped. Whatever 
work has been done, let it 
be stopped there. We 
should not have any dia¬ 
logue or relations with Pa¬ 
kistan,” he told pressper- 
sons here. 

“The Sikhs need to un¬ 
derstand the bad inten¬ 
tions of Pakistan,”Dr Swa¬ 
my said. 


Modi urges NRIs to invest in J&K 

‘We also see to it that investors get good returns on their investment,’ says PM 



The way forward: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his UAE counterparts in Abu Dhabi. ■ ap 


UAE honours Modi with 
its highest civilian award 


PM, crown prince 
discuss trade 

Al Nahyan thanks Modi for visiting UAE 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ABU DHABI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday said “polit¬ 
ical stability and predictable 
policy framework” had 
made India an “attractive” 
investment destination as he 
urged the Indian business 
leaders in the UAE to invest 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
which he said could emerge 
as the country’s growth 
engine. 

Addressing a group of NRI 
business community in the 
UAE capital Abu Dhabi, Mr. 
Modi thanked them, saying 
they had made a vital contri¬ 
bution to India’s economic 
growth. 

He said the government 
has framed all its policies to 
promote growth, generate 
employment avenues and 
boost “Make in India”. “We 
also see to it that investors 
get good returns on their in¬ 
vestment,” the Prime Minis¬ 
ter said. Urging the NRI busi¬ 
ness leaders to look at the 
opportunities available in In¬ 
dia, Mr. Modi said there were 
lot of sectors where one 
could invest in the country. 

Neglected for years 

He urged the business lead¬ 
ers to invest particularly in 
Jammu and Kashmir, which, 
he said, has been neglected 
for years. 

Jammu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh have a huge scope 
for development. For a long 
time, there was no develop¬ 
ment in the region, he said, 
adding that there is now a 
conducive environment for 
investment there. “Impetus 


on development initiatives 
in Jammu and Kashmir will 
make it play a role in the 
growth engine of India and 
also create job opportunities 
for the youth there,” he said. 

In his address to the na¬ 
tion after revoking the spe¬ 
cial status to J&K, Mr. Modi 
said public and private com¬ 
panies would be encouraged 
to create jobs for the local 
youth in the region. 

“J&K and Ladakh have the 
potential to become the big¬ 
gest tourist destination in 
the world,” he said. 

“Several herbal and or¬ 
ganic products are scattered 
across J&K and Ladakh. If 
they are identified and mar¬ 
keted in the global market, 
then it will greatly benefit 
the people and farmers of 
these regions. I urge the en¬ 
terprises from all over India 
to come forward for this,” he 
said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ABU DHABI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi was honoured with 
the ‘Order of Zayed’, the 
UAE’s highest civilian 
award, on Saturday in recog¬ 
nition of his pivotal role in 
building bilateral ties bet¬ 
ween the two nations. 

The award was conferred 
on Mr. Modi by the Abu Dha¬ 
bi Crown Prince, Sheikh Mo¬ 
hammed bin Zayed Al Na¬ 
hyan, in a ceremony held at 
the Presidential Palace in 
Abu Dhabi. 

“Humbled to be con¬ 
ferred the ‘Order of Zayed’ a 
short while ago. More than 
an individual, this award is 
for India’s cultural ethos 


and is dedicated to 130 crore 
Indians. I thank the UAE Go¬ 
vernment for this honour,” 
Mr. Modi tweeted later. 

The award has earlier 
been bestowed upon several 
world leaders, including 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, Britain’s Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II and Chinese Presi¬ 
dent Xi Jinping. 

Ahead of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter’s visit, the Ministry of Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs in a statement 
said the award, named after 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, the founding father 
of the UAE, “acquires spe¬ 
cial significance as it was 
awarded to Prime Minister 
in the year of the birth cen¬ 
tenary of Sheikh Zayed”. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ABU DHABI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday discussed 
ways to improve trade and 
cultural ties between India 
and the UAE with Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan. The crown prince 
expressed gratitude to his 
“brother” for visiting “his 
second home”. 

“Had an excellent meet¬ 
ing with His Highness 
Crown Prince @Mohamed- 
BinZayed. We spoke about 
multiple subjects, including 
ways to improve trade and 
people-to-people relations 
between India and UAE,” 
Mr. Modi wrote on Twitter. 

‘Personal commitment’ 

The Prime Minister said the 
crown prince’s “personal 
commitment” to strengthen 
the bilateral relations was 
“very strong”. 

Raveesh Kumar, spokes¬ 
person of the External Af¬ 
fairs Ministry, said there was 
a “new energy” in the rela¬ 
tionship between the two 
leaders. He quoted the 
crown prince as saying, “I 
am so grateful that my 
brother is coming to his se¬ 
cond home.” 

Bilateral investments 

With the robust flow of bilat¬ 
eral investments and an an¬ 
nual bilateral trade of about 
$60 billion, the UAE is In¬ 
dia’s third-largest trade 
partner. 

It is also the fourth-lar- 


Bahrain honour 
for Modi 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MANAMA 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday was 
honoured with “The King 
Hamad Order of the 
Renaissance” as he held 
talks with Bahrain King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa on 
bilateral, regional issues. 
Mr. Modi is the first Indian 
PM to visit the country. 


gest exporter of crude oil to 
India. 

‘Valuable partner’ 

In an interview to the UAE’s 
official news agency, WAM, 
Mr. Modi said India found a 
“valuable partner” in the 
UAE to achieve its dream of 
becoming a $5-trillion eco¬ 
nomy by 2024-25. 

He said the UAE-India re¬ 
lations were “at their best 
ever” and the UAE’s invest¬ 
ments in key sectors in India 
were growing. 

“There has been an in¬ 
creasing interest in invest¬ 
ments in India in sectors 
such as renewable energy, 
food, ports, airports and de¬ 
fence manufacturing. The 
UAE’s investments in infras¬ 
tructure and housing are be¬ 
ing enhanced,” he said. 

Both countries were 
working closely to imple¬ 
ment the commitment of 
$75 billion investment by 
the UAE in India, he said. 


Tejashwi Yadav 
back in Bihar 


‘Modi has completed the 
integration of J&K into India’ 


Kicks off RJD membership drive 


Shah says of dilution of Article 370 made it possible 



Amit Shah addressing IPS probationers at the National Police 
Academy in Hyderabad on Saturday, -nagaragopal 


AMAR NATH TEWARY 

PATNA 

RJD MLA and Leader of the 
Opposition in Bihar Tejash¬ 
wi Yadav has returned to the 
State after an absence of 42 
days and plunged headlong 
into politics amid specula¬ 
tion that all was not well in 
his family and the party. Mr. 
Yadav is likely to address a 
party meeting here on 
Sunday. 

After the Lok Sabha re¬ 
sults were declared in May, 
the RJD leader had re¬ 
mained largely absent from 
the State, making only brief 
appearances. The RJD did 
not win a single seat in the 
general election. 

Pilloried by ruling NDA 
leaders and reportedly per¬ 
turbed by the power strug¬ 
gle within the RJD’s first fa¬ 
mily, Mr. Tejashwi’s 
disappearance set off fever¬ 
ish speculation. Despite as¬ 
surances from top party lea¬ 
dership, he was not present 
at the party’s recent two- 
day meeting at the home of 
his mother and former Chief 
Minister Rabri Devi for a 
membership drive. 

The tug of war between 
Mr. Tejashwi and his elder 




Tejashwi Yadav 


brother and party MLA 
from Mahua, Tej Pratap Ya¬ 
dav, has further fuelled 
speculation on the issue of 
party leadership. 

However, Mr. Tejashwi 
quietly arrived in Patna on 
August 22 and plunged hea¬ 
dlong into party and politi¬ 
cal activities. 

He staged a night-long 
dharna with milkmen at the 
Patna railway station where 
the district administration 
had demolished their struc¬ 
tures. 

Mr. Tej Pratap joined him 
and told NDA leaders, “Be¬ 
ware! Tejashwi, my Arjun, 
has come.” The next day, 
Mr. Tejashwi reached his 
constituency Raghopur in 
Vaishali district and kicked 
off a party membership 
drive. 



ABHI NAY DESHPANDE 

HYDERABAD 

Home Minister Amit Shah on 
Saturday said former Depu¬ 
ty Prime Minister Sardar Val- 
labhbhai Patel successfully 
merged more than 600 prin¬ 
cely states into the Union of 
India but, because of Article 
370, the complete integra¬ 
tion of Jammu and Kashmir 
was not completed. 

“However, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi-led NDA go¬ 
vernment has completed the 
integration of Jammu and 
Kashmir into India by scrap¬ 
ping [provisions] of Article 
370,” he said. 

The Minister was address¬ 
ing the Dikshant parade of 
IPS probationers of the 2017 
batch at the Sardar Vallabhb- 
hai Patel National Police Aca¬ 
demy here. 

Sardar Patel’s efforts 

Recalling Sardar Patel’s ef¬ 
forts to unite the nation after 
Independence, Mr. Shah 
said that when the then Ni¬ 
zam of Hyderabad refused to 
merge with India, police ac¬ 
tion played a key role. 

“Using force, Patel en¬ 
sured that the Hyderabad 
State was merged with India 



Because of Article 
370, the complete 
integration of 
Jammu and 
Kashmir was not 
done earlier 

AMIT SHAH 
Home Minister 

and the full credit goes to the 
then police action,” he said, 
during his first visit to the 
premier institution as Home 
Minister. Mr. Shah told the 
IPS probationers to protect 


the Constitution and recall 
the oath every day. 

A total of 103 probation¬ 
ers, including 11 foreigners 
and 16 women, passed out of 
the academy on Friday. 

Gaush Alam, allotted to 
the Telangana cadre, bagged 
the Prime Minister’s Baton 
and Home Ministry’s Revol¬ 
ver for the best all-round IPS 
probationer award, the BSF 
trophy for proficiency in 
outdoor subjects and also 
the Mehta Cup for studies. 




RLSP chief Upendra 
Kushwaha. -pti 


‘Nitish should 
apologise to 
people, quit’ 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PATNA 

Former Union Minister 
Upendra Kushwaha on Sa¬ 
turday said Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar should apol¬ 
ogise to the people of Bi¬ 
har for not doing “anyth¬ 
ing” in the past 14 years 
and tender his 
resignation. 

The Rashtriya Lok Sa- 
mata Party chief alleged 
that Mr. Kumar has failed 
to deliver on all fronts, es¬ 
pecially on the law and or¬ 
der situation. “A series of 
murders have been com¬ 
mitted in different parts of 
the State. It seems that cri¬ 
minals have a free run in 
Bihar. People are living un¬ 
der constant fear... The sit¬ 
uation is worse than what 
it was during 15 years of 
that regime [of the RJD],” 
Mr. Kushwaha said. 


• • • 
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Early days: Arun Jaitley after being elected Delhi University Students' 
Union president in 1974. - pti 


Student leader: With Vijay Goel and Mahesh Sharma during his ABVP 
days in New Delhi, -special arrangement 


Ministerial duties: Unveiling a Mahatma Gandhi statue in Parliament 
Square, London, on March 14, 2015. -ap 


Fan and player: Playing a 
friendly in Delhi, -pti 


Delhi’s quintessential insider 
who reached across the aisle 

He wore many hats and was the BJP leader who had friends in all parties 


NISTULA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

Former Union Minister Arun 
Jaitley wore many hats in pu¬ 
blic life - politician, lawyer, 
cricket administrator, racon¬ 
teur and the quintessential 
Delhi insider who loved to 
hold court with his legion of 
friends and acquaintances in 
banter and good humour. 
For the BJP, he was an affable 
public face who articulated 
the party line best, in Hindi 
and English. 

As a member of the Minis¬ 
tries of Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
and Narendra Modi, he 
emerged as a dependable 
colleague of the Prime 
Minister. 

For many who knew 
him personally, his 
warm interpersonal 
interactions across 
party lines and his 
many, now legendary 
stories on the who’s 
who of Lutyens’ Delhi 
marked him out as a 
social force quite 
apart from his politi¬ 
cal heft. 

Mr. Jaitley, 66, shot to 
fame during the struggle 
against the Emergency in 
1975, after being elected 
president of the 
Delhi Univer¬ 
sity Stu¬ 


dents’ Union in 1974 as a 
member of the RSS- affiliated 
Alchil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad. One of the first to 
have been arrested in the 
crackdown on political acti¬ 
vists, he stayed in jail for 19 
months. He joined the BJP in 
1980. 

His early career in the BJP 
saw a steady rise, including 
an amalgamation of his legal 
career with his political one. 
In 1989, he was appointed 
Additional Solicitor-General 
by the V.P. Singh govern¬ 
ment and did much of the 
paper work for the legal case 


on the Bofors scame. He 
held many important portfo¬ 
lios in the Vajpayee govern¬ 
ment from 1999, including 
those of Law and Justice, 
Shipping, Information and 
Broadcasting and Commerce 
and Industry. In the Modi go¬ 
vernment too, he held many 
portfolios, including Fi¬ 
nance, Defence, Corporate 
Affairs and Information and 
Broadcasting, though he lost 
the only Lok Sabha election 
he ever contested, from Am- 
ristar, in 2014. 


his 

the 

the 

Tax 



GST regime 

As Finance Minister, 
achievements include 
implementation of 
Goods and Services 
(GST) regime. He was at the 
helm when the controver¬ 
sial decision to demone¬ 
tise high-value currency 
notes was taken in No¬ 
vember 2016. While Mr. 
Jaitley did his best to steer 
the ship, the event did not 
pass as well as he could 
have wished. 

His popularity, howev¬ 
er, was never as high as 
when he was the BJP spokes¬ 
person from 2002 (along 


with being a general secre¬ 
tary), and his briefings to the 
media and setting down of 
the party line for every ma¬ 
jor issue continued till the 
2019 Lok Sabha election. His 
skills as a raconteur made his 
briefings an interesting affair 
always. 

Among the most repeated 
stories by him was the advice 
given to him by Delhi’s then 
Chief Executive Councillor 
Jag Pravesh Chandra in the 
1980s. He told a young Jaitley 
to never set down any diffe¬ 
rence of opinion with his 
own party in writing, no an¬ 
gry letters or written sulks - 
something Mr. Jaitley said he 
followed. He said it only 
proved that one’s opinion 
was not taken seriously in 
one’s own party. 

The years Mr. Jaitley spent 
as Leader of the Opposition 
between 2009 and 2014 
were important not only for 
his emergence as an orator 
and important mover be¬ 
hind the women’s reserva¬ 
tion and Lokpal Bills but also 
for his championing of the 
cause of now Prime Minister 
Modi. As much as Mr. Modi 
was the Delhi outsider, Mr. 
Jaitley was the man with the 
inside view, having done his 
schooling (St. Xavier’s) and 
higher education (Sriram 
College of Commerce and 
Law Faculty, Delhi Universi¬ 
ty) in the city. He leaves be¬ 
hind his wife, Sangita, 
son, Rohan, and daught¬ 
er, Sonali, and legions of 
friends. 


BJP’s leadership ranks lose many 

Second-generation stalwarts, moulded by Vajpayee and Advani, wiped out 


NISTU LA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

It has been a cruel year from 
last August to this for the BJP, 
with the party losing not on¬ 
ly former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee but also 
former Union Ministers 
Ananth Kumar, Sushma Swa¬ 
raj and Arun Jaitley in quick 
succession. 

The annus horribilis for 
the BJP had been preceded 
by the untimely deaths of 
former Ministers Pramod 
Mahajan and Gopinath 
Munde, leaving a situation 
where an entire second-gen¬ 
eration leadership, moulded 
by Vajpayee and L.K. Advani, 


is now no longer around. 

Mr. Jaitley’s death, a loss 
important in itself, is signifi¬ 
cant also in the underlining 
of the loss of this cohort of 
leaders. 

Seshadri Chari, former ed¬ 
itor of the RSS mouthpiece 
Organiser, said this was a 
“bridge generation” bet¬ 
ween the old Jan Sangh head¬ 
ed by Vajpayee, Vijaya Raje 
Scindia and Sundar Singh 
Bhandari and a new genera¬ 
tion of people who emerged 
after the Emergency. “These 
were all leaders who came 
up after the Emergency and 
helped connect the Jan 
Sangh’s ideology in the 



idiom of modernity and 
post-Emergency sensibili¬ 
ties,” Mr. Chari said. 

He said all of them were 
good strategists. “If they had 
survived just five years more. 


a new generation of leader¬ 
ship could have been 
groomed,” he said, adding 
that he didn’t want to take 
anything away from the new 
leadership. 

Their energy helped gal¬ 
vanise the BJP to a pole posi¬ 
tion, and they were also a sig¬ 
nificant part of proving to 
the electorate that a non- 
Congress government could 
provide stable governance. 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo¬ 
di, who considered Mr. Jait¬ 
ley not just a colleague but a 
close friend, has effected a 
generational shift by giving 
Cabinet rank to younger col¬ 
leagues. 


Opposition tributes pour in for Jaitley 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The camaraderie former Fi¬ 
nance Minister Arun Jaitley 
shared with Opposition lead¬ 
ers was reflected in the rich 
tributes that poured in on Sa¬ 
turday at his passing away, 
with former Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh calling his 
demise a great loss to the 
country. 

“In his death, our country 
has lost a great leader who 
always worked for the better¬ 
ment of society,” Dr. Singh 
said in his message to San- 
geeta Jaitley, the BJP leader’s 
wife. 

Former President Pranab 
Mukherjee said he had visit¬ 
ed him a day back and had 
prayed for his speedy recov¬ 
ery. “He was a leader with 
deep intellect and know- 



Sonia Gandhi and Rahul 
Gandhi console the family 
members of Arun Jaitley. ■ pti 

ledge, and a voice of reason. 
He will be dearly missed. My 
prayers with his family, 
friends and admirers,” he 
said on Twitter. 

Senior Congress leaders, 
including party president 
Sonia Gandhi, former party 
chief Rahul Gandhi, Leader 


of the Opposition in the Ra- 
jya Sabha Ghulam Nabi 
Azad, Anand Sharma, Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath and Digvijaya 
Singh, visited Mr. Jaitley’s re¬ 
sidence in Greater Kailash 
and offered condolences to 
his family. Odisha Chief Mi¬ 
nister Naveen Patnaik, Trina- 
mool’s Dinesh Trivedi also 
visited his home. 

Former Law Minister Ka¬ 
pil Sibal remembered his la¬ 
wyer colleague as a “consen¬ 
sus builder, story teller and 
man who never took ex¬ 
treme positions in politics”. 

CPI(M) leader Sitaram Ye- 
chury said, “We have known 
each other for over four de¬ 
cades from our student days 
until our time in 
Parliament.” 

Congress leader Jyotiradi- 


tya Scindia, who worked 
with Mr. Jaitley as a member 
of the Board of Cricket Con¬ 
trol in India, said: “Arun Jait¬ 
ley Ji’s demise is a huge loss 
to the nation. He was a bril¬ 
liant lawyer and parliamen¬ 
tarian, whom I personally 
admired and from whom I 
have derived immense learn¬ 
ing.” 

CPI general secretary D. 
Raja said Mr. Jaitley was an 
easily accessible Minister 
who would reach out to the 
Opposition. 

“We first met when he was 
at DUSU and I was president 
of St. Stephen’s College Un¬ 
ion. Despite political diffe¬ 
rences, we enjoyed a healthy 
mutual respect and debated 
his Budget often. A great loss 
for India,” Congress MP 
Shashi Tharoor said. 


Press Council seeks to join case on media curbs 

It says ‘reasonable restrictions’ are acceptable when news is likely to endanger state interests 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Press Council of India 
wants to present a “just” 
view in the Supreme Court 
of how free and fair report¬ 
ing by the media in Jammu 
and Kashmir should strike a 
balance with “paramount” 
national interests. 

The council, a statutory 
body led by a former Su¬ 
preme Court judge and 
meant to preserve the free¬ 
dom of the Press, said the 
basic journalistic code of 
conduct framed by it re¬ 
quired the media to indulge 
in self-regulation while re¬ 
porting on subjects that may 
harm state interests. 

It said the code was 
steeped in “morality, social 
and national interest”. 

The council, headed by 


Gehlot slams 
Centre for 
stopping team 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot said on Sa¬ 
turday the Centre should 
have taken the initiative to 
send a delegation of Oppo¬ 
sition leaders to Jammu 
and Kashmir to check the 
facts on the ground and 
build public confidence in 
the aftermath of the abro¬ 
gation of the special status. 

He said the Opposition 
parties could have then ap¬ 
prised the country of the 
situation in the Kashmir 
Valley. 

The people in J&K had 
been forced to stay behind 
closed doors. 


Justice C.K. Prasad (retired), 
has filed an application in 
the Supreme Court seeking 
to intervene in a writ peti¬ 
tion filed by Anuradha Bha- 
sin, executive editor of Kash¬ 
mir Times. 

Ms. Bhasin had chal¬ 
lenged the state of prolonged 
and intense media restric¬ 
tions in Jammu and Kashmir 
after the Centre blunted Arti¬ 
cle 370 and scrapped the 
special rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir since 
1954. Subsequently, Parlia¬ 
ment reorganised the State 
of Jammu and Kashmir into 
the Union Territories of Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir and 
Ladakh. 

All modes of communica¬ 
tion - landlines, mobiles 
and Internet - have been 



C.K. Prasad 


Valley 


suspended in the 
since early August. 

The council quotes clause 
23 of its “code of journalistic 
conduct”, which impresses 
upon journalists to exercise 
“due restraint and caution” 
in presenting news, com¬ 
ment or information “likely” 
to “jeopardise, endanger or 


harm the paramount inter¬ 
ests of the State and 
society”. 

State interests 

The council, whose objec¬ 
tive is also to review develop¬ 
ments that may restrict dis¬ 
semination of information, 
said “reasonable restric¬ 
tions” on free speech were 
acceptable when any news, 
comments or information 
seem to endanger state 
interests. 

In fact, the Press Council 
found it “apt” that Ms. Bha¬ 
sin did not mention about 
the dilution of Article 370 to 
the Supreme Court. 

The council described Ar¬ 
ticle 370 the “most conten¬ 
tious provision of the Consti¬ 
tution of India”. It said the 
“abrogation” of Article 370 


by Parliament, done in the 
“interests of integrity and so¬ 
vereignty of the nation”, had 
led to the clampdown in 
communication facilities 
and “other facilities” in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir. 

It said how Ms. Bhasin, re¬ 
presented by senior lawyer 
Vrinda Grover, claimed the 
restrictions had affected her 
publication and resulted in 
loss of circulation readership 
and revenue. 

In fact, Ms. Bhasin had 
contended that the informa¬ 
tion blackout was “fuelling 
anxiety, panic, alarm, inse¬ 
curity and fear among the 
residents of Kashmir”. 

Ms. Bhasin had sought to 
represent the entire journal¬ 
istic community in search of 
knowing the truth and 
ground reality in J&K. 


Senior leaders must stay away: J&K govt. 

They should not disturb the gradual restoration of normal life, it says 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The J&K government on Sa¬ 
turday said it had denied en¬ 
try to a joint delegation of 
Opposition members, head¬ 
ed by Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi, to Srinagar “to avoid 
any inconvenience to people 
here” and ensure “no viola¬ 
tions of the restrictions were 
committed”. 

Government spokesman 
Rohit Kansal said the admi¬ 
nistration’s position was 
made clear in advance to 
avoid visiting to J&K. 

“At a time when the go¬ 
vernment is trying to protect 
people of J&K from the 
threat of cross-border terro¬ 
rism and the attacks by mili- 



Empty streets: CRPF personnel patrol Lai Chowk in Srinagar 
on Saturday, -nissar ahmad 


tants and separatists, no at¬ 
tempts should be made by 
senior political leaders to 
disturb the gradual restora¬ 
tion of the normal life,” said 
Mr. Kansal. 


He requested the political 
leaders “to cooperate and 
not visit Srinagar”. 

“They would be putting 
other people to inconve¬ 
nience and also violating res¬ 


trictions still in place in ma¬ 
ny areas. The government’s 
top priority remains public 
order, peace and preventing 
the loss of life,” he said. 

Mr. Gandhi and other se¬ 
nior Opposition leaders in¬ 
cluding Loktantrik Janata 
Dal (LJD) chief Sharad Yadav, 
Dinesh Trivedi, CPI leader D. 
Raja and Majid Memon, ar¬ 
rived in a flight from Delhi 
around 2 p.m. at the Srina¬ 
gar airport. They were asked 
to board a Delhi-bound flight 
immediately after they dis¬ 
embarked here, an official 
said. 

The J&K government has 
lifted restrictions from 19 
more police stations in the 
Valley. 


Kashmir was 
isolated, 
says Modi 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ABU DHABI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said Jammu and 
Kashmir’s special status 
was revoked to end its “iso¬ 
lation” which allowed 
some youth to be “mis¬ 
guided, get radicalised and 
take to violence and 
terrorism”. 

He said it was India’s in¬ 
ternal steps taken in a 
“completely democratic, 
open, transparent and con¬ 
stitutional” manner. 

Mr. Modi, in an inter¬ 
view with the Khaleej 
Times on August 23, said 
his government diluted Ar¬ 
ticle 370 of the Constitu¬ 
tion to end the isolation 
that had kept Jammu and 
Kashmir underdeveloped 
“to serve the vested inter¬ 
ests of a few”. 

“This isolation also al¬ 
lowed some of the youth to 
be misguided, get radical¬ 
ised and take to violence 
and terrorism,” he said. 
“As far as Article 370 is con¬ 
cerned, our internal steps 
were taken in a democrat¬ 
ic, open, transparent and 
constitutional manner.” 


KERALA WATER AUTHORITY 


e-Tender Notice 

Tender No: T No. 06 & 08/2019-20/SE/Q. KIIFB - WSS to Pattazhy, Pattazhy 
Vadakkekkara, Mylom, Thalavoor Panchayaths- Phase II- Distribution system in 
Mylom Panchayath- Package V, KIIFB -Tranche 12.WRD 025-35(2017-18) - Chatha- 
nnoor Drinking water project - Extension of Distribution system from JICA scheme 
in various villages under Chathanoor constituency- Pooyappally Village (Package II) 
EMD : Rs.500000, 200000. Tender fee : Rs. 15000+2700, 10000+1800 (18% GST - 
It will beb paid by the contractor on reverse charge basis while filing his returns). 
Last Date for submitting Tender : 28-09-2019. 02:00:pm. Phone : 0474 2745293 
Website : www.kwa.kerala.gov.in Superintending Engineer 

www.etenders.kerala.gov.in „ „ „„ „ „„ PH Circle 

y KWA-JB-GL-6-223-2019-20 Kollam 
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CSIR - NATI ONAL G EOPHYSICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

UPPAL ROAD, HYDERABAD - 500 007 


& 

iI t*, \f 


CSIR - NGRI Advertisement No. 06/2019 Date: 16-08-2019 
CSIR - National Geophysical Research Institute, Hyderabad invites 
application for one post [UR] of Junior Hindi Translator from eligible Indian 
citizens. For further details and complete advertisement, kindly visit 
https://www.ngri.org.in /openings-at-ngri.php Sd/ _ 

(Y Ramakrishna) 
Sr. Controller of Administration 


KERALA WATER AUTHORITY e-Tender Notice 

Tender No : T No.l 1 &12/2019-20/SE/Q 

KIIFB - Tranche 12.WRD 025-35(2017-18)-Chathannoor Drinking Water Project- 
Extension of Distribution system from JICA scheme in various villages under 
Chathanoor constituency - Meenad Village (Package III), Paravoor Municipality 
(Package l)EMD: Rs. 100000,50000, Tenderfee: Rs. 7500+1350,5000+900(18% 
GST - It will be paid by the contractor on reverse charge basis while filing his returns) 
Last Date for submitting Tender: 25-09-2019, 02:00:pm, Phone : 0474 2745293, 
Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.inwww.etenders.kerala.gov.in 

Superintending Engineer 

KWA-JB-GL-6-225-2019-20_ PH Circle,Kollam 



INDIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY 

(A Central University, Govt, of India) 

East Coast Road, Uthandi, Chennai - 600 119 
Tel: (044) 24530342 


IMU-CC/PUR/64/TNDR-NS-SMUL/01/2019 


Dated: 25.08.2019 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

Sealed tenders are invited for Supply of 01 Number Officer Of the Watch 
(00W) Simulator to IMU Chennai Campus at Uthandi under Two cover system: 

Bidders are advised to study the Tender Document (including all Sections, 
Schedules and Annexure etc.) carefully. On submission of Tender, it shall be 
deemed that a careful study and examination of the Tender Document with full 
understanding of its implications have been done. 

The Tender Document can be downloaded free of cost from IMU website 
www.imu.edu.in from 25.08.2019 onwards. The last date for receiving 
tender at IMU - Chennai Campus is 11:00 AM on 23.09.2019. 

DEPUTY REGISTRAR 



GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, DEPARTMENT OF SPACE 
SATISH DHAWAN SPACE CENTRE SHAR 
CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE GROUP SRIHARIKOTA-524124. 


NO:CMG/TG/K 1987025 Corrigendum-1 

Sub: Augmentation of SMPF PYRO building (SMPB) at SDSC SHAR (Civil, PH and Road works). - 

Ref: CMG/C/K1987025, Dt: 02/08/2019 

Please note the following change in the Notice Inviting Tender (NIT) for the subject work. 

Value:^113Lakhs, Period:6Months 


Dt: 22.08.2019 


Reg; 


SI.No. 

Description 

Read for 

Read As 

1 

Period during which the tender 
documents can be requested 

From: 07/08/2019,10:00 Hrs 

To: 16/08/2019,14:00 Hrs 

Extended upto: 30/08/2019 

2 

Last date and time for uploading offenders 

22/08/2019,14:30 Hrs 

Extended upto: 04/09/2019 

All other terms & conditions of tender remain unaltered. This corrigendum also forms a part of the tender document. 

Interested tenderers may please refer Detailed 

Notice Invitina Tender (NIT) from website www.isro.aov.in / 

www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO. For further details and purchase of tender documents visit www.tenderwizard.com/ISRO. Ph: 

08623226447,226420. 

Group Director, CMG, SDSC SHAR 
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Hong Kong police fire tear gas 
to break up anti-govt, protests 

4 subway stations closed down around the densely populated area of Kwun Tong 



I resist: Protesters confronting riot police at the Kowloon Bay 
area in Hong Kong on Saturday. 


Trump, Macron find ‘points of 
convergence’ ahead of G7 meet 

French President hosts U.S. counterpart at surprise lunch 



Culinary diplomacy: U.S. President Donald Trump with French 
counterpart Emmanuel Macron in Biarritz on Saturday, -ap 


China hits out at Trump 
following new tariffs 



Won't stop Fed chief if he 
offers to resign: Trump 


WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
sharply criticised Federal 
Reserve Chairman Jerome 
Powell on Friday and said he 
wouldn't try to stop the chief 
U.S. central banker if he 
offered to resign. Mr. Trump 
told reporters, "I'm not happy 
with Jay Powell.'' He had 
earlier questioned on Twitter 
who was "our bigger enemy," 
- Mr. Powell or Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping? reuters 

British Sikh man choked 
to death in Thailand 

LONDON 

Amitpal Singh Bajaj, 34, a 
British Sikh man was earlier 
this month choked to death 
by a drunk Norwegian man 
after they got into an 
argument at a hotel in 
Thailand. Bajaj, his wife and 
son were in Thailand for a 
holiday and were staying in 
the Centara Hotel in Phuket 
at the time of the incident, 
the BBC reported, pti 

N. Korea launches more 
short-range missiles 

SEOUL 

North Korea fired what 
appeared to be two short- 
range ballistic missiles into 
the sea off its east coast on 
Saturday, the South Korean 
military said. Saturday's 
launch was the seventh by 
North Korea since U.S. 
President Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un met in June, reuters 


REUT ERS 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong police fired vol¬ 
leys of tear gas to break up 
anti-government protests in 
a gritty industrial suburb on 
Saturday after activists threw 
petrol bombs and bricks, as 
China freed a British consu¬ 
late worker whose detention 
had fuelled tensions. 

Four MTR subway stations 
were closed around Kwun 
Tong, a densely populated 
area of the Chinese-ruled ci¬ 
ty on the east of the Kowloon 
peninsula, but thousands 
packed the streets anyway, 
most carrying umbrellas 
against the sun. 

Police used tear gas after 
some protesters threw Molo¬ 
tov cocktails and bricks and 
others tore up “smart” lamp 
posts equipped with surveil¬ 
lance cameras. Others had 
set up roadblocks with bam¬ 
boo scaffolding. It was the 
first use of tear gas in 10 days 
after a series of mostly 
peaceful demonstrations in 
the former British colony. 

There were no immediate 
reports of injuries. 

‘Give me democracy’ 

“Give me democracy or give 
me death,” was spray-paint¬ 
ed on a wall, an illustration 
how the demands of the 
protesters have expanded 
beyond the withdrawal of a 
Bill that would have allowed 
extraditions to China. The 


government said in a state¬ 
ment the protesters “posed a 
serious threat to the safety of 
everyone” at the scene. “Af¬ 
ter repeated warnings to the 
protesters... police officers 
deployed tear gas and mini¬ 
mum force to disperse prot¬ 
esters,” it said. 

There were sporadic, 
smaller protests elsewhere 
in the territory which conti¬ 
nued after nightfall. Police 
fired tear gas in a running 
battle with protesters block¬ 
ing a highway in the Wong 
Tai Sin district, to the north¬ 
west of Kwun Tong. 

The airport and the roads 
and railways leading to it op¬ 
erated normally despite 
plans by protesters to imple¬ 
ment a ’’stress test” of tran¬ 
sport links after weeks of un- 


■AFP 

rest. The airport was forced 
to close last week after prot¬ 
esters thronged the main ter¬ 
minal for several days, 
grounding around 1,000 
flights and occasionally 
clashing with police. The 
wider calls for democracy 
have plunged the city into an 
unprecedented crisis posing 
a direct challenge for Com¬ 
munist Party leaders in 
Beijing. 

Demonstrators say they 
are fighting the erosion of 
the “one country, two sys¬ 
tems” arrangement that en¬ 
shrines a high degree of au¬ 
tonomy for Hong Kong since 
it was handed back from 
British to Chinese rule in 
1997. 

Hundreds took part in an 
“anti-fake news” protest. 


with people waving the 
Hong Kong and China flags 
and targeting government- 
funded broadcaster RTHK. 

A station spokeswoman, 
Amen Ng, rejected claims 
that RTHK was engaged in 
fake news. 

British staffer freed 

British consulate staffer Si¬ 
mon Cheng was detained for 
15 days for violating public 
security management regu¬ 
lations, police in Shenzhen, 
across the border from Hong 
Kong, said on their Twitter¬ 
like Weibo account. 

Police said Mr. Cheng was 
released as scheduled on Sa¬ 
turday and that his legal 
rights and interests had been 
observed. They also said Mr. 
Cheng had confessed to ac¬ 
cusations against him, a 
commonly used comment 
by Chinese police, even 
though Cheng was not given 
a chance to defend himself 
in court. Mr. Cheng had now 
returned to Hong Kong, his 
family said on his Facebook 
page. Cathay Pacific Air¬ 
ways, which has become the 
biggest corporate casualty of 
the protests after China de¬ 
manded it suspend staff in¬ 
volved in the demonstra¬ 
tions, protested against a 
planned rally by the Hong 
Kong Confederation of Trade 
Unions around the airport’s 
“Cathay City” HQ on 
Monday. 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

BIARRITZ 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron and his U.S. counter¬ 
part Donald Trump have 
found “major points of con¬ 
vergence” on subjects in¬ 
cluding trade, Iran’s nuclear 
programme and the wild¬ 
fires consuming parts of the 
Amazon, a French presiden¬ 
cy official said on Saturday. 

After an unscheduled 
two-hour lunch before the 
opening of the G7 summit in 
Biarritz, Mr. Macron “creat¬ 
ed the conditions for a good 
degree of convergence with¬ 
in the (G7) group, after ob¬ 
taining clarifications from 
Donald Trump” on key is¬ 
sues, the official said. 

Regarding the escalating 
tensions between Washing¬ 
ton and Tehran, for exam¬ 
ple, “Donald Trump con¬ 
firmed that he does not see a 
conflict, that he wanted a 
deal with Iran,” the official 
said. On the trade front, 
where Mr. Trump has threa¬ 
tened retaliation over Franc¬ 
e’s new levy on U.S. tech 
giants who pay the bulk of 
their EU taxes in low-rate ju¬ 
risdictions, Mr. Macron in¬ 
sisted that “there is no rea¬ 
son to spark a trade war over 
this,” the official said. 

Mr. Trump himself 
seemed contented after the 
lunch, which came after a 
series of combative tweets 
that suggested he was in no 
mood to compromise with 
this G7 peers. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
BEIJING 

China on Saturday angrily 
hit out at the latest U.S. 
tariff hikes on its goods, 
saying that a “bullying” 
Washington would 
eventually “eat its own 
bitter fruit”. 

Mr. Trump on Friday 
increased existing and 
planned tariffs on a total of 
$550 billion in Chinese 
goods, in response to new 
tit-for-tat levy hikes 
announced earlier that day 
by Beijing on $75 billion of 
U.S. imports. 

A Chinese Commerce 
Ministry spokesman on 
Saturday denounced 
Washington’s “unilateral 
and bullying trade 
protectionism”. The tariff 
increase “seriously 


undermines the multilateral 
trading system and the 
normal international trade 
order, and the U.S. will 
surely eat its own bitter 
fruit. “The Chinese side 
strongly urges the U.S. side 
not to misjudge the 
situation, not to 
underestimate the 
determination of the 
Chinese people, and 
immediately stop its 
mistaken actions, otherwise 
all consequences will be 
borne by the U.S.,” he said. 

By the end of the year, 
the feud will affect nearly 
all imports and exports 
between the two countries, 
with U.S. companies - 
many of whom rely on 
China for inputs - 
particularly worried by the 
rapidly changing conflict. 


Iran oil tanker now ! Johnson asks 
heading towards Turkey j ^ 

Greece had refused to aid the vessel 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

DUBAI 

An Iranian-flagged oil tank¬ 
er being pursued by the U.S. 
changed its listed destina¬ 
tion to a port in Turkey early 
on Saturday after Greece 
said it wouldn’t risk its rela¬ 
tions with America by aid¬ 
ing it. 

The crew of the Adrian 
Darya I, formerly known as 
the Grace 1, updated its list¬ 
ed destination in its Auto¬ 
matic Identification System 
to Mersin, Turkey, a port ci¬ 
ty in the country’s south 
and home to an oil terminal. 

Iranian state media and 
officials did not immediately 
acknowledge the new re¬ 
ported destination of the 
Adrian Darya, which car¬ 
ries 2.1 million barrels of Ira¬ 
nian crude oil worth some 
$130 million. Nor was there 
any immediate reaction 
from Turkey. 

The ship-tracking website 
MarineTraffic.com showed 
the Adrian Darya’s position 
as just south of Sicily in the 
Mediterranean Sea. At cur¬ 
rent speeds, it estimated the 
Adrian Darya would reach 



Iranian oil tanker Adrian 
Darya 1 in Gibraltar earlier 
this month, -reuters 


Mersin in about a week. 

The Adrian Darya’s de¬ 
tention and later release by 
Gibraltar have added fuel to 
the growing tensions bet¬ 
ween Washington and Teh¬ 
ran. In U.S. federal court 
documents, authorities al¬ 
lege the Adrian Grace’s true 
owner is Iran’s Revolution¬ 
ary Guard. 

The U.S. declared the 
Guard a foreign terror or¬ 
ganisation in April, the first 
time America named a mili¬ 
tary force of a nation as 
such, giving it the legal pow¬ 
er to issue a warrant for the 
vessel’s seizure. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
BIARRITZ 

British Prime Minister Bo¬ 
ris Johnson said on Satur¬ 
day that the European Un¬ 
ion (EU) needed to drop its 
insistence on the so-called 
Irish backstop to avoid a 
“no deal” Brexit. 

“I don’t want a ‘no deal’ 
Brexit. I say to our friends 
in the EU, if they don’t 
want a ‘no deal’ Brexit then 
we have got to get rid of the 
backstop from the treaty,” 
Mr. Johnson told reporters 
on the way to the G7 sum¬ 
mit in Biarritz, France. 

He also responded to EU 
Council president Donald 
Tusk, who earlier urged 
Mr. Johnson not to go down 
in history as “Mr. No Deal”. 
“If Donald Tusk does not 
want to go down as Mr. No 
Deal Brexit then that point 
should be borne in mind 
too,” Mr. Johnson said. 

During a press confe¬ 
rence in Biarritz, Mr. Tusk 
had warned: “One thing I 
will not cooperate on is a 
‘no deal’, and I still hope 
that Prime Minister John¬ 
son will not like to go down 
in history as Mr. No Deal.” 


Brazil records highest number of fires since 2013 

Figures released a day after President authorised military deployment to control the situation 



Lungs on fire: A tract of Amazon being burnt and cleared by loggers in Porto Velho, Brazil, 
on Friday. Land gets cleared at this time of the year to make way for crops. ■ reuters 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
REUT ERS 

PORTO VELHO 

Hundreds of new fires are 
raging in the Amazon rain¬ 
forest in northern Brazil, of¬ 
ficial data showed on Satur¬ 
day, amid growing 
international pressure on 
President Jair Bolsonaro to 
put out the blazes. 

Official figures show that 
78,383 forest fires were re¬ 
corded in Brazil so far this 
year, the highest number for 
any year since 2013, and ex¬ 
perts say the clearing of land 
during the months-long dry 
season to make way for 
crops or grazing has acceler¬ 
ated the deforestation. 

More than half of the fires 
are in the Amazon, and some 
1,663 new fires were ignited 
between Thursday and Fri¬ 
day, according to the Nation¬ 
al Institute for Space Re¬ 
search (INPE). 

Global outrage 

The new data came a day af¬ 
ter Mr. Bolsonaro authorised 
the deployment of the mili¬ 
tary to fight the fires and 
crack down on criminal ac¬ 
tivities in the region. The 
blazes have stirred outrage 


globally, with thousands 
protesting in Brazil and Eu¬ 
rope on Friday. 

Meanwhile, Agriculture 
Minister Tereza Cristina Dias 
insisted that Brazil was “tak¬ 
ing care” of the Amazon, and 
that international concerns 
over the fires needed to cool 
down. “The news is worry¬ 
ing, but I think we have to 


lower the temperature. The 
Amazon is important, Brazil 
knows that, and Brazil is tak¬ 
ing care of the Amazon,” she 
said. Earlier this month, Mr. 
Bolsonaro blamed the fires 
on non-government organi¬ 
sations, suggesting that they 
deliberately started them af¬ 
ter their funding was cut. 

The growing crisis threa¬ 


tens to torpedo a trade deal 
between the European Un¬ 
ion (EU) and South Ameri¬ 
can countries that took 20 
years to negotiate. 

Warning from businesses 

Also, Brazilian business lead¬ 
ers have warned that the 
backlash over Brazil’s envi¬ 
ronmental record could sink 


its efforts to join the Organi¬ 
zation for Economic Co-op¬ 
eration and Development 
(OECD). EU Council presi¬ 
dent Donald Tusk told repor¬ 
ters at the G7 on Saturday 
that it was hard to imagine 
European countries ratifying 
a trade pact with the Merco¬ 
sur bloc as long as Brazil fails 
to curb the fires ravaging the 
Amazon, which is consi¬ 
dered to be the “lungs of the 
planet” and crucial to keep¬ 
ing climate change in check. 

French President Emma¬ 
nuel Macron, who has taken 
the lead in piling pressure on 
Mr. Bolsonaro over the fires, 
had earlier accused him of 
lying about Brazil’s stance on 
climate change. 

Environmental specialists 
say the fires have been ac¬ 
companied by increasing de¬ 
forestation in the Amazon 
region, which in July quadru¬ 
pled compared to the same 
month in 2018, according to 
data from INPE. 

Stung by the international 
outcry, Brazil distributed a 
12-page circular to foreign 
Embassies, outlining data 
and statistics defending the 
government’s reputation on 
the environment. 
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U.S. to open Greenland consulate 

Washington wants to step up its presence in the Arctic area 



A view of the Apusiajik glacier, near Kulusuk, a settlement 
on the southeastern shore of Greenland. ■ afp 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON 

The Donald Trump adminis¬ 
tration is planning to open a 
U.S. consulate in Greenland 
for the first time in decades 
amid increased strategic and 
economic interest in the 
Danish territory. 

The State Department 
said in a letter to Congress 
that re-establishing a consu¬ 
late in Nuuk is part of a 
broader plan to increase the 
U.S. presence in the Arctic. 

The U.S. has a “strategic 
interest in enhancing politi¬ 
cal, economic, and commer¬ 
cial relationships across the 
Arctic region,” said the letter 
to the Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee. 

President Donald Trump 
sparked a diplomatic dis¬ 
pute with Denmark earlier 
this month after he pro¬ 
posed that the U.S. buy 
Greenland and the Danish 
government rejected the 
idea. Danish Prime Minister 
Mette Frederiksen called it 
an “absurd discussion.” Mr. 
Trump fired back that her 


comments were “nasty” and 
cancelled a trip to Denmark. 

‘A wonderful woman’ 

On Friday, though, Mr. 
Trump said he had spoken 
with Ms. Frederiksen and 
called her “a wonderful wo¬ 
man.” “We had a great con¬ 
versation,” he said . “We 
have a very good relation¬ 
ship with Denmark... Very 
nice. She put a call in and I 
appreciated it very much.” 

A permanent diplomatic 
presence would allow the 
U.S. to “protect essential 
equities in Greenland while 
developing deeper relation¬ 


ships with Greenlandic offi¬ 
cials and society,” the letter 
said. The U.S. opened a con¬ 
sulate in Greenland in 1940 
after the Nazi occupation of 
Denmark. It closed in 1953. 
The new one would open 
next year in the capital of 
the semi-autonomous terri¬ 
tory. The State Department 
said it has already assigned a 
Greenlandic affairs officer 
working out of the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy in Copenhagen. 

Greenland is situated in a 
geographically important re¬ 
gion and holds a potential 
treasure trove of natural gas 
and rare earth minerals. 


Bangladesh 
police kill 2 
Rohingya men 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TEKNAF 

Bangladesh police said 
they had shot dead two 
Rohingya refugees during a 
gunfight in a refugee camp 
on Saturday after the pair 
were accused of killing a 
ruling party official. 

Rights activists said they 
believe the two Rohingya 
men were killed by police 
in what appeared to be a 
staged encounter. 

The incident comes two 
days after a second failed 
attempt to repatriate the 
refugees, which saw not a 
single Rohingya turn up to 
return across the border to 
Myanmar’s conflict- 
scarred Rakhine state. 

Local police inspector 
Rasel Ahmad said the two 
Rohingya men were shot 
and critically injured dur¬ 
ing a manhunt for suspects 
after Omar Faruk, a youth 
wing official of the Awami 
League party, was killed 
earlier this month, alleged¬ 
ly by armed refugees. 


U.S., Taliban resume talks 


This is the ninth round of dialogue 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DOHA 

The U.S. and the Taliban 
met in Doha on Saturday, an 
American source close to 
the negotiations said, re¬ 
suming potentially decisive 
talks to allow Washington to 
drawdown militarily in 
Afghanistan. 

“Talks resumed this after¬ 
noon,” the U.S. source said. 

The second day of the 
two sides’ ninth round of 
dialogue had been due to 
begin on Friday but “both 
sides decided to postpone it 
until Saturday”, the Tali¬ 
ban’s Doha spokesman Su- 
hail Shaheen said, citing 
“other engagements”. 

‘Progress made’ 

“We have made progress 
and are now discussing the 
implementation mechan¬ 
ism and some technical 
points,” he said on Saturday, 
referring to discussions that 
took place on Thursday. 
“The agreement will be 
completed after we agree on 
these points,” he said. 



U.S. special representative 
Zalmay Khalilzad. -afp 


Any deal would be an¬ 
nounced before the media 
as well as representatives 
from neighbouring coun¬ 
tries and China, Russia, and 
the UN, he added. Washing¬ 
ton is hoping to strike an 
agreement with the Taliban 
by September 1. 

Also, the Taliban claimed 
on Saturday to have killed 
seven members of the U.S. 
military in an attack on a 
convoy near Bagram air¬ 
field. Col. Sonny Leggett, a 
spokesman for U.S. forces in 
Afghanistan, said some local 
businesses had been dam¬ 
aged but denied that coali¬ 
tion troops were injured. 
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Bankers meet to discuss 
performance of PSBs 

CHENNAI 

The second stage of the 
bottom-up consultative 
process to review the 
performance of public sector 
banks and their alignment 
with national priorities to 
achieve a $5 trillion economy 
was taken up during a meet 
of the State-Level Bankers 
Committee of Tamil Nadu on 
August 22 and 23. The 
meeting was presided over 
by Karnam Sekar, chairman of 
the committee as also MD 
and CEO of Indian Overseas 
Bank. 


Ramachandhran joins 
Sundaram Brakes' board 

CHENNAI 

The managing director of 
TVS Srichakra Ltd., Shobhana 
Ramachandhran, has been 
appointed as director (non¬ 
executive and non- 
independent) in Sundaram 
Brake Linings Ltd. (SBL). This 
follows the casual vacancy 
caused by the demise of the 
SBL's chairman K. Mahesh in 
February 2019. Ms. Shobhana 
is the cousin of SBL MD 
Krishna Mahesh, said SBL in a 
filing. She is also a director of 
Sundaram Finance Ltd. 


Lakshmi Vilas Bank 
board meet on Aug. 28 

CHENNAI 

Private lender Lakshmi Vilas 
Bank Ltd/s board meeting 
will be held on August 28, 
preparatory to its annual 
general meeting, to seek 
approval from its 
shareholders for raising 
funds, said the bank in a 
regulatory filing. The board 
will seek approval for an 
increase in the authorised 
share capital and to raise 
funds by way of equity 
shares or other eligible 
security. 


Surcharge may still apply to AIFs 

FM had rolled back added tax liability on FPIs, but made no mention of Alternative Investment Funds 


lift 



According to SEBI data, there are 599 registered AIFs in the 
country as on July 31. -getty images/istock 


Auto sector hopeful 
of GST rate cut to 18% 

Await FM’s word post GST council meet 


ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

MUMBAI 

Alternative Investment 
Funds (AIFs), especially 
those falling under Category 
III segment, are feeling left 
out after Friday’s announce¬ 
ment by the government that 
was aimed at, among other 
things, reviving foreign in¬ 
vestors’ interest in the In¬ 
dian capital markets. 

On Friday, Finance Minis¬ 
ter Nirmala Sitharaman said 
that the surcharge that was 
announced in the Union 
Budget would not be applica¬ 
ble on foreign portfolio in¬ 
vestors (FPIs) but made no 
mention of AIFs, many of 
whom are also structured as 
trusts and so would be sub¬ 
jected to the surcharge. 

This assumes significance 
as AIF Category III entities 
include long/short funds or 


hedge funds with many such 
funds dealing significantly in 
derivatives as well. 

“AIF Category III has been 
left out from yesterday’s [Fri¬ 
day’s] announcement as it 
has been specifically made in 
the context of FPIs,” said 


Padmanabh Sinha, chair¬ 
man, Indian Private Equity & 
Venture Capital Association 
(IVCA), an industry body of 
private equity and venture 
capital firms. 

“There is no reason dom¬ 
estic funds should be disin- 


Removal of higher 
W surcharge on 
capital gains will 
not apply to AIFs 
which deal in 
derivatives 

BHAVINSHAH 

Partner & Leader, Financial Services Tax 
PwC India 

centivised against foreign 
funds. 

‘Clarity needed’ 

“There are a few, growing 
AIF III long/short funds that 
deal in derivatives and it 
would really be helpful if the 
government clarifies wheth¬ 
er the gains of such AIF cate¬ 
gory III entities would also 
be free of surcharge,” added 
Mr. Sinha. 

Industry players had met 
policymakers post the Bud¬ 
get to put across their con¬ 


cerns related to higher tax 
outgo. While highlighting the 
fact that Category III funds - 
since they are perceived as 
hot money - do not get ma¬ 
ny benefits that Category I 
and II funds do and hence 
the added tax liability would 
only make the business envi¬ 
ronment more difficult. 

As per data from the Se¬ 
curities and Exchange Board 
of India, there were a total of 
599 registered AIFs in the 
country as on July 31. 

There were close to 9,400 
registered FPIs as on July 31. 

“The removal of higher 
surcharge on capital gains 
will not apply to AIFs which 
deal in derivative securities 
where the characterisation 
of income is business in¬ 
come,” said Bhavin Shah, 
partner & leader. Financial 
Services Tax, PwC India 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

The automotive sector is 
hopeful of a reduction in the 
Goods & Services Tax (GST) 
rate from 28% to 18%, which 
it believes, could help revive 
the industry and create 
demand. 

Welcoming Finance Mi¬ 
nister Nirmala Sitharaman’s 
decisions in Friday’s an¬ 
nouncement, Rajan Wadhe- 
ra, president, Society of In¬ 
dian Automobile 

Manufacturers said there 
was a need to lower the veh¬ 
icle transaction cost. “We 
will await the next announ¬ 
cement of the Finance Mi¬ 
nister on GST reduction, 
post the GST Council meet¬ 
ing,” he said. 

Vikram Kasbekar, execu¬ 
tive director. Operations 


(Plants) and CTO, Hero Mo- 
toCorp, said, “We reiterate 
our request that two-wheel¬ 
ers, which are neither luxu¬ 
ry nor ‘sin’ goods, require a 
reduction in the GST rate 
from 28% to 18%. This will 
help boost demand imme¬ 
diately,” he said. 

Ashwin Patil, senior re¬ 
search analyst (auto sector) 
at LKP Securities, said any 
decision on the GST rate re¬ 
vision would be taken on 
Sunday, when the Minister 
meets the GST Council. 

He said the Finance Mi¬ 
nister had indicated she 
would meet the press twice 
more over the coming 
weeks to address more is¬ 
sues, thus spurring hopes in 
the auto sector, especially 
on scrappage policy and 
GST rate cut. 


Industry leaders pay rich tributes to the ‘man of many reforms’ 

The world of business hails Arun Jaitley as an ardent advocate of economic reforms, a gifted orator and a great human being 



I am a vegetarian, he was not. But his dubbo from home always 
had vegetarian food, Rahul Bajaj recalled, -emmanualyogini 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

Industry leaders paid rich 
tributes to former Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, who 
passed away on Saturday fol¬ 
lowing an illness. 

“For me, it is a very perso¬ 
nal loss. I have known Arun ji 
for the last 25-30 years. Since 
I lived in Pune all these 
years, I used to meet him in¬ 
frequently. However, when I 
entered the Rajya Sabha in 
2006, we further deepened 
our friendship,” Rahul Bajaj, 
chairman, Bajaj Auto Ltd., 
and former Member of Par¬ 
liament told this 
correspondent. 

“He had become my men¬ 
tor. He was a very senior Par¬ 
liamentarian and I was a nov¬ 
ice. I learnt a great deal from 
him. As an anecdote, his 


lunch box used to come from 
his home everyday to the 
Parliament. When both of us 
were together in Parliament, 

I used to join him for lunch. I 
am a vegetarian, but he was 
not. But his dubba from 
home always had vegetarian p 
food,” Mr. Bajaj recalled. 

“I have a huge number of 
memories about not only his 
intellect, general knowledge 
of all kinds and tremendous 
common sense, but also 
about his being a great hu¬ 
man being. To a common 
friend, he had recently said 
the body could take only so 
much. Goodbye, my dear 
friend. I wish his family the 
courage to bear this irrepara¬ 
ble loss,” he added. 

Rajnish Kumar, Chairman, 

SBI, said in a statement, “Mr. 
Jaitley will be remembered 


for the many landmark re¬ 
forms like GST and IBC that 
he ushered in his era as FM. 
With his passing away, the 
country and the financial 
sector has lost a true friend 
and a guide.” 

Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII) President Vik¬ 


ram Kirloskar said: “Indian 
industry is deeply shocked 
and saddened by the untime¬ 
ly passing of Mr. Arun Jaitley, 
who is counted among the 
outstanding leaders in the 
country’s history.” 

“I salute, and pray for the 
soul of a man who lived by 


his convictions and commit¬ 
ted his life to his country,” 
Anand Mahindra, chairman, 
Mahindra Group, said in a 
post on his Twitter account 

“The nation has lost a 
warm, dedicated, outstand¬ 
ing parliamentarian who will 
be remembered as a creator 
of a modern BJP, for his bril¬ 
liant legal mind, for his im¬ 
peccable oratory skills, for 
bravely steering GST and 
other reforms,” RPG Group 
chairman Harsh Goenlca 
tweeted. 

Uday Kotak, chairman, 
Kotak Mahindra Bank, in a 
Twitter post, said, “[I am] ve¬ 
ry sad [on hearing] about 
Arun Jaitley. [He] stood for 
conviction and commitment. 
Will miss his presence and 
fragrance.” 

Gautam Adani, chairman. 


Adani Group, in a tweet, 
called Mr. Jaitley a gifted ora¬ 
tor, dynamic parliamentar¬ 
ian, champion of public poli¬ 
cy and a man with an 
invaluable ability to connect 
with people from different 
sections of society. 

“Mr. Arun Jaitley’s vision 
and progressive thinking 
have been a catalyst in shap¬ 
ing New India,” he added. 

N. Srinivasan, vice-chair¬ 
man and managing director, 
India Cements Ltd., said Mr. 
Jaitley’s passing away left a 
void that was difficult to fill. 

“He was not only a great 
lawyer, but also a successful 
Finance Minister. Through 
his abiding interest in crick¬ 
et, he had been a stalwart of 
the BCCI for over two de¬ 
cades. A personal friend, I 
shall miss him,” he said. 


Naveen Jindal, chairman, 
Jindal Steel and Power Ltd., 
said, “India has lost a great 
leader in his going. He had 
thought of all of us in his fir- 
stline. It doesn’t matter if you 
are in the Congress or the 
BJP. I think he was a 
karmayogi .” 

Manoj Gaur, chairman, 
Jaypee Group, said, “Arun 
Jaitley was a leader who 
should always be remem¬ 
bered and respected for his 
stellar contribution among a 
galaxy of leaders in the last 
45 years... by parliamentar¬ 
ians for his analysis, know¬ 
ledge... by Indians for his pa¬ 
triotism and value system. 
May the Almighty bless his 
soul with peace!” 

(With inputs from Piyush 
Pandey in Mumbai and N. 
Anand in Chennai) 


+ MSMEs seek more sops to tide over crisis 

‘Government must clear dues towards supplies, services in 30 days 4 


Amazon testing waters with Future deal + 

American major retains option to buy out promoters in Future Coupons later 



UnsoLd inventory can cause probLems of cash flow and 
unempLoyment, says past chief of AIMO, K.E. Ranganathan. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Despite Finance Minister Nir¬ 
mala Sitharaman announc¬ 
ing several initiatives on Fri¬ 
day for providing relief to the 
MSME sector, a section of the 
industry said that those mea¬ 
sures alone would not help it 
come out of its problems. 

“Today, the main problem 
of MSMEs is the financial is¬ 
sue. To solve this, both the 
central and State govern¬ 
ments must immediately 
clear all dues towards sup¬ 
plies and services rendered 
by MSMEs within 30 days,” 
said K.E. Ranganathan, past 
national president, All-India 
Manufacturers Organisation. 

Other refunds such as GST 
and TDS must be done im¬ 
mediately, and not within 30 
days, he said. The Centre has 
to keep on hold any demand 
for payment by MSMEs on 
statuary claims of the past, 
for the next three months as 
MSMEs have no money left. 


“The government also has to 
waive interest and penal in¬ 
terest on bank dues payable 
for the next three months.” 

‘Change NPA norms’ 

“The government has to in¬ 
crease NPA norms for 
MSMEs from 3 months to six 
months on default period,” 
he added. Mr. Ranganathan 
said the biggest challenge for 
MSMEs is unsold inventory, 
which had led to cash flow 


and unemployment issues. 

To address this, the go¬ 
vernment has to offer up to 
25% of the stockholding by 
an MSME. as certified by the 
auditors, as adhoc facility to 
tide over immediate cash re¬ 
quirements to help clear sal¬ 
ary dues. 

This will help enable indi¬ 
vidual buying capacity, he 
said. The government should 
consider launching an e-mar¬ 
keting portal and increasing 


its procurement to absorb in¬ 
ventory available with 
MSMEs, he added. 

“The government should 
completely waive f GST on 
marketing spend. This will 
save them 18% tax being in¬ 
curred and help them adver¬ 
tise and secure business to 
improve topline,”he said. 

Third, to address the pro¬ 
blem of employment, the go¬ 
vernment should waive pay¬ 
ment of EPF/ESI for existing 
staff for the next three 
months, he said. “The go¬ 
vernment has to provide 
50% salary subsidy for em¬ 
ployees working in a unit 
with less than 25 
employees.” 

However, Garima Kapoor, 
economist, Elara Capital, 
said the measures aimed at 
accelerating payment of go¬ 
vernment’s dues to private 
sector entities and ensuring 
timely refund of GST refunds 
to MSMEs would help re¬ 
solve the liquidity crisis. 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

American e-commerce giant 
Amazon may have got an up¬ 
per hand in its recent deal 
with Indian retail major Fu¬ 
ture Group, feel analysts. 

They said Amazon was 
testing waters before making 
any large-scale, long-term fi¬ 
nancial investment in Future 
Retail, which owns the large 
format stores of Big Bazaar 
and other format stores. 

“There is a lot of ambigui¬ 
ty in the deal because none 
of the parties has clearly 
spelt out details. But going 
by the structure of the deal, 
it appears that Amazon has 
got an edge over the promo¬ 
ters of Future Group,” said 
Abhimanyu Sofat, head of 
research, IIFL Securities. 

On Thursday, Amazon¬ 
.com NV Investment Holding 
LLC announced plans to pick 
up 49% stake in Future Cou¬ 
pons, which is a Future 
Group company, controlled 



by industrialist Kishore Biya- 
ni and his family, for an un¬ 
specified amount. 

Unlisted Future Coupons 
will hold a little more than 
7% in Future Retail, the list¬ 
ed firm, after conversion of 
warrants. Thus, with 49% 
stake in Future Coupons, 
Amazon will indirectly hold 
3% stake in Future Retail. 

As part of the agreement, 
Amazon has been granted a 
call option. “This option al¬ 
lows Amazon to acquire all 
or part of the promoters’ 
shareholding in Future Re¬ 


tail and is exercisable bet¬ 
ween the third and tenth 
years, in certain circum¬ 
stances, subject to applica¬ 
ble law,” Future Retail had 
told stock exchanges. 

This was a form of protec¬ 
tion Amazon was using to 
chart its future with Future 
Retail in India, analysts said. 

They said since Amazon 
and the owners of Future 
Coupons have signed other 
clauses that place restric¬ 
tions on Mr. Biyani selling 
shares to any other party, 
the latter has no option but 
to deal only with Amazon. 

Mr. Biyani did not res¬ 
pond to a text message. Why 
Amazon picked up stake in 
Future Coupons, engaged in 
corporate gift cards, loyalty 
cards and reward cards pri¬ 
marily for corporate and in¬ 
stitutional customers, in¬ 
stead of its actual target 
Future Retail, is not known. 

While Future Group has 
not clarified on the transac¬ 


tion, Amazon said the invest¬ 
ment would enhance its ex¬ 
isting portfolio of 
investments in the payments 
landscape in India. 

‘Big disappointment’ 

“It was believed that Ama¬ 
zon would pick up stake in 
Future Retail and [make] an 
open offer. In that sense, it is 
a big disappointment,” said 
Ambareesh Baliga, indepen¬ 
dent stock analyst. “Amazon 
is not going to invest in Fu¬ 
ture Retail in the near future 
either. That is why the stock 
corrected,” he added. 

Analysts said the main 
trigger for Amazon buying 
stake in the Future Group 
firm was to counter the do¬ 
minance of Walmart, which 
last year acquired Amazon’s 
rival Flipkart for $16 billion. 

But Amazon has taken a 
guarded approach in the In¬ 
dian market and has kept 
purse strings tight, they 
added. 


Plan in the works to fix power sector woes 

Govt, looking at reforms, incentive, investment support as way forward: Garg 


SCB to issue credit cards 
for Bandhan customers 

3 types of cards to be provided: Ghosh 


Air Asia offers 20% off 
for travel in September 

Offer on website, mobile app bookings 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Bandhan Bank is planning 
to enter the credit card busi¬ 
ness through a tie-up with 
Standard Chartered Bank 
(SCB) India, the CEOs of the 
two lenders announced 
here at a conference. 

Zarin Daruwala, SCB In¬ 
dia CEO, said this was the 
first such partnership for 
the bank under which it 
would issue credit cards to 
Bandhan Bank’s customers. 

Chandra Shekhar Ghosh, 
Bandhan Bank MD and CEO, 
said three types of co¬ 
branded cards would be is¬ 
sued under this partner¬ 
ship. One would be for the 
mass market, one for the af¬ 
fluent segment and the third 
for the premium segment. 
“Standard Chartered will 
provide backoffice sup- 




Chandra Shekhar Ghosh 


port,” he said. 

Ms. Daruwala said there 
was space in the growing In¬ 
dian credit card business. 
SCB has about 1.2 million 
cards in India. She said that 
the cards would be issued to 
customers who fit SCB’s cre¬ 
dit profile for which data 
analytics would be har¬ 
nessed. Annual fees, to be 
initially levied, would be 
subsequently waived. 



PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

The government is working 
on a new scheme involving 
reforms, incentive and in¬ 
vestment support for the 
power sector, which has ov¬ 
er Z4 lakh crore of exposure, 
as the stress cannot be re¬ 
solved under the Insolvency 
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
process. 

Union Finance Secretary 
Subash Chandra Garg said, 
“The power sector has dis¬ 
tressed assets worth 65,000 
MW to 75,000 MW and it is 
worth over t4 lakh crore. 

“Banks are trying to re¬ 
solve [this] in different ways. 
Some have gone the NCLT 
route, which has a certain 
kind of issues. If you resolve 
through NCLT, nothing will 
survive, except the plant. 
The power purchase agree¬ 
ment (PPA) goes away. The 
fuel supply agreement (FSA) 




Subash Chandra Garg 

goes away. What will the new 
entrepreneur get through 
NCLT?” 

When asked about the go¬ 
vernment’s plans for reviv¬ 
ing the sector, Mr. Garg said, 
“We are talking about new 
schemes, where reforms can 
be brought in backed by in¬ 
centive and investment sup¬ 
port by the government. The 
key in power sector is that 
power needs to be paid for. 
The scheme is being dis¬ 



cussed. Let’s hope we can do 
it soon.” 

Mr. Garg advocated the in¬ 
volvement of asset recon¬ 
struction companies (ARCs) 
for resolving stress in the 
power sector instead of re¬ 
solving under the provisions 
of existing bankruptcy laws. 

“Through ARCs, we can 
bring in strong power sector 
players - although strong 
players in power have be¬ 
come weaker now. ARCs and 
the industry need to come 
together and bid. ECB norms 
have been amended to allow 
foreign funds to be brought 
in to repay debts,” he said. 

‘Need new players’ 

Replying to a query from The 
Hindu, Mr. Garg said, “We 
need to get new industry 
players besides existing ones 
to bid for these assets. There 
are times when you need 
new industry players to 



come in. Airport infrastruc¬ 
ture was created when the 
new industry players came 
for the first time. It may be 
domestic or foreign. All of 
them [stressed power assets] 
need to be resolved, but how 
much can be resolved is the 
question.” 

‘Power must be paid for’ 

On Ujwal Discom Assurance 
Yojana UDAY scheme reviv¬ 
al, Mr. Garg said, “The issue 
that the UDAY was trying to 
solve, is to make sure that 
power is being paid for. Even 
post UDAY, some entities 
started delaying payment 
and ^40,000 crore bills are 
unpaid. 

“We have recently 
brought in a mechanism that 
you have to have a letter of 
credits (LC) before you buy 
power and LCs will be en¬ 
cashed if you fail to pay,” he 
added. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Low-fare carrier Air Asia will 
offer 20% off on “all seats, 
all flights, all destinations to 
all” for a week between Au¬ 
gust 26 and September 1. 
The low fares will be applic¬ 
able to all bookings made 
through airasia.com and the 
AirAsia mobile app for all 
destinations. The travel pe¬ 
riod for domestic routes 
would commence on Sep¬ 
tember 2 and end on Sep¬ 
tember 26, 2019, the airline 
said in a communique. 

No promo code needed 

Guests will not need a pro¬ 
mo code to avail the 20% 
discount during this period. 
This offer is also applicable 
on AirAsia International 
routes, for which the travel 
period will commence on 



T 



September 2 and end on No¬ 
vember 19, 2019. Comment¬ 
ing on the special offer, San- 
jay Kumar, COO, AirAsia 
India, said, “The campaign 
is a testimony to our com¬ 
mitment, Now Everyone 
Can Fly. The discounted 
scheme will help flyers tra¬ 
vel around the world on af¬ 
fordable rates with AirAsia.” 

AirAsia India currently 
has a fleet of 22 aircraft con¬ 
necting 19 destinations. 
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The concussion test 

Why was Steve Smith substituted in 
the second Ashes Test? What are the 
rules for a head injury in cricket? 
What happens in other sport? 

SRINIVASAN RAMANI 


The story so far: Australia’s Steve Smith, batting on 80, 
was floored by a bouncer from England pacer Jofra 
Archer in the first innings of the second Ashes Test in 
London on August 17. Smith was hit on the back of his 
neck close to his head at a spot that was not protected by 
the helmet, and fell down immediately after taking the 
blow. Dazed, he had to leave the crease. Although he 
came back to bat later in the innings (he eventually got 
out on 92), he was withdrawn from the game and was 
substituted by Marnus Labuschagne who batted in the 
second innings. Labuschagne was the first ever 
“concussion substitute” and in fact, the first ever 
substitute player to bat in a Test innings. 

What are the new rules on ‘concussion 
substitution’? 

Following the death of Australian cricketer Phillip 
Hughes, who was hit on the head by a bouncer in a 
Sheffield Shield (Australian domestic cricket 
tournament) first class match in 2014, there had been 
several calls for “concussion substitutes” who could 
replace injured players and also bat in the game. 

After a two-year trial in domestic cricket, the 
International Cricket Council (ICC), in July 2019, 
approved player replacement in the case of concussion 
or suspected concussion in all formats of international 
and first class cricket worldwide. The rule, implemented 
since August 1,2019 says that following a medical 
determination by a team representative in the case of an 
on-field concussion, the injured player will be 
substituted by a like-for-like replacement approved by 
the match referee. 

In Smith’s case, Labuschagne was the like-for-like 
replacement as a middle-order batsman at the exact 
same position as Smith’s (No 4 in the Australian batting 
order). The ICC rules also specify that in case a like-for- 
like replacement is not available, the match referee may 
choose not to allow a substitute under the 
circumstances. Substitutes of this kind are only allowed 
if there are injuries due to concussions. 


What is a concussion? How are concussions 
medically determined? 

The 4th International Conference on “Concussion in 
sport” held in Zurich in 2012, came up with a consensus 
statement. It defined concussion as “a brain injury... that 
may be caused either by a direct blow to the head, face, 
neck or elsewhere on the body with an ‘impulsive’ force 
transmitted to the head”. Concussion is also termed as a 

“mild traumatic brain 
injury” and temporarily 
affects brain functioning. 
Its symptoms could 
include loss of 
consciousness, memory 
loss, headaches, difficulty 
with thinking, 
concentration or balance, 
nausea, blurred vision, 
sleep disturbances and 
mood changes. 

Concussions tend to 
bring about a rapid onset 
of temporary impairment 
of some neurological 
functions, and could 
resolve spontaneously or evolve over a number of 
minutes to hours. Most concussions resolve in a short 
period (a week to 10 days). 

The ICC has recognised that “concussion is a 
potentially serious injury that may have both short 
(increased musculoskeletal and brain injury risk) and 
long-term (chronic traumatic encephalopathy, dementia 
and mental health issues) health risks”, and therefore 
“requires a conservative management approach”. 


Following the death of 
Australian cricketer 
Phillip Hughes, there 
have been several calls 
for 'concussion 
substitutes'. This July, 
the International 
Cricket Council 
approved player 
replacement in the 
case of concussion 


Do other sports also follow a protocol? 

While several sport have had concussion protocols in 
place in recent years, the ICC’s concussion management 
guidelines follow the Berlin Concussion Consensus, 
which sets the benchmark for such guidelines. A number 
of various sporting bodies representing various 
disciplines have instituted specific concussion-related 
protocols and guidelines within the settings and rules of 
their sport. These include American football, Australian 
football, basketball (organised by the National Basketball 
Association, or NBA), ice hockey, rugby, football among 
others. 

The guidelines look at ways to assess if the player has 
suffered a concussion and to grade the injury quickly and 
offer immediate remedies. They also include the need 
for a graded return to play based on the symptoms 
suffered and the scale of the injury. The ICC says a player 
must be immediately withdrawn from the field of play if 
he/she is seen to suffer from typical concussion 
symptoms and diagnosed appropriately by a trained 
medical official. The player should also be tested for 
structural brain injuries if he/she suffers signs of serious 
brain injury. 

The ICC’s guidelines also mandate that a typical 
graded return to play for cricket would include these 
steps - 24 hours relative rest, light aerobic exercise, light 
training, full training and being cleared to compete (via a 
formal medical clearance). If at any of these stages, the 
symptoms return, the player drops back an exercise 
level. In case the symptoms persist for three weeks or 
more, the player will be subject to a neuropsychological 
assessment and tested for structural brain damage. 

Other sports also follow such graded testing and 
return protocols. Besides these, the NBA, for example, 
has instituted mandatory education of concussion 
knowledge to players, coaches and medical staff. 



Will India change its ‘No First Use’ policy? 


Nuclear escalation ladder 

India's 'No First Use' policy states that nuclear 
weapons will only be used in retaliation against a 
nuclear attack on Indian territory or on Indian forces 
anywhere. A look at the India-Pakistan escalation 
ladder, at the top of which is a nuclear war 



■ BAT action 
(Border 
Action Team) 

■ Terrorist 
attacks 

■ Ceasefire 
violations 

■ Infiltration 


■ Retaliatory fire 

■ Counter¬ 
insurgency ops 

■ Military 
mobilisation, 
exercises 
(signalling) 

■ Calibre 
escalation 

In response to 
India's retaliation, 
Pakistan may use 
similar moves 


ro ■ Counter 
ro response by 
Pakistan 
c (Eg: air strike 
■2 by Pak. across 
g theLoCon 
g Feb. 27 and 
s following aerial 
| dog fight) 

These tactics fall 
under 

sub-conventional 
and conventional 
warfare 


■ Opening 
offensive 
across the 
borders 

■ Targeted 
missile 
strikes (Eg: 
BrahMos) 

■ Precision 
air strikes 
(Eg: Balakot) 

■ Surgical 
strikes 


-Escalation ladder- 



Nuclear 

mobilisation 


Use of 
Tactical 
Nuclear 
Weapons 


Nuclear 

bogey 



India's 

nuclear 

doctrine 

opera¬ 

tionalised 


Indian forces 
inside 
Pakistan 


'Cold Start’ 

doctrine^ 


Swift deployment of troops on the western border within days if a full-blown war arises 

If ever Cold Start was authorised it would be only in response to a credible threat from or action by Pakistan 


What will happen if the country’s 
nuclear posture is revised in the 
‘most dangerous place in the world?’ 
What about the stand on deterrence? 

NARAYAN LAKSHMAN 

The story so far: Since conducting its second nuclear 
tests, Pokhran-II, in 1998, India has adhered to a self- 
imposed commitment to ‘No First Use’ (NFU) of nuclear 
weapons on another country. However, last week, on 
August 16, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh dropped a hint 
that in the future, India’s NFU promise “depends on 
circumstances.” 

When did India’s N-weapons journey begin? 

India embarked on the path of nuclear weapons 
development after its face-off with China in the 1962 war, 
followed by China carrying out nuclear tests in 1964 and 
in the subsequent years. In 1974, under Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, India conducted its first nuclear tests, 
Pokhran-I, dubbed as a “peaceful nuclear explosion”. 
Despite more than two decades of international pressure 
that followed to make India abandon its pursuit of 
nuclear weapons, India again carried out a test in May 
1998, Pokhran-II, involving a fission device, a low-yield 
device, and a thermonuclear device. Its successful 
execution meant that India had the ability to introduce 
nuclear warheads into its fast-developing missile 
programme. A fortnight after the Pokhran-II tests, 
Pakistan also carried out similar tests, confirming 
progress with its nuclear weapons programme; since that 
time its nuclear arsenal has expanded rapidly. In 1999, 
India came out with an explicit nuclear doctrine that 
committed, among other things, to NFU - that is it would 
never carry out a nuclear first-strike. This doctrine 
emphasised “minimal deterrence, no first use and non¬ 
use against non-nuclear weapon states”, in the words of 
former National Security Adviser Shivshankar Menon. 

The NFU promise thus went together with credible 
minimum deterrence (CMD). 

What does CMD mean for the Indian nuclear 
doctrine? 

Credible minimum deterrence does not imply indefinite 
expansion of the nuclear arsenal; rather it is built on an 
assured second-strike capability. This implies that in the 
event of another nation carrying out a first nuclear strike 
of any magnitude against India, India’s nuclear forces 
shall be so deployed as to ensure survivability of the 
attack and the capability to carry out a massive, punitive 
nuclear retaliation aimed at inflicting damage that the 
aggressor will find “unacceptable”. Additionally, CMD 
requires a robust command and control system; effective 
intelligence and early warning capabilities; 
comprehensive planning and training for operations in 
line with the strategy; and the will to employ nuclear 
forces and weapons. 

Currently, the Nuclear Command Authority is 
responsible for command, control and operational 
decisions on nuclear weapons; specifically it is the 
Cabinet Committee on Security and ultimately the office 
of the Prime Minister of India, that is responsible for the 
decision to carry out a nuclear attack. 

Why might the NFU policy be revisited? 

Regional geopolitical realities have a significant bearing 
upon India’s NFU commitment, to the extent that the 
CMD is what the “enemy” believes deterrence to be, and 


their belief is manifested in their actions. After the 1998 
nuclear tests in India and Pakistan, the CMD was 
established in the sense that in the following decade, 
including the aftermaths of the attack on the Indian 
Parliament in 2001 and the Mumbai terror attacks in 
2008, neither country felt inclined to instigate all-out 
war. 

However, since that time, the deterrent effect of India’s 
arsenal seemed to have less effect in one significant 
aspect: Pakistani officials started speaking out about their 
country’s development of tactical nuclear weapons, or 
“theatre nukes”, which had a lower yield but could still 

inflict enough damage to 
blunt a conventional 
attack. It is surmised that 
Pakistan’s talk of tactical 
nuclear weapons might 
have emerged as a 
counter to speculation 
that India might have 
developed the “Cold 
Start” doctrine. This is a 
purported classified plan 
for a conventional 
military attack by Indian 
forces on Pakistani soil, 
likely as a response to a 
prior sub-conventional 
attack from across the 
border (such as a state-sponsored terror-attack). 

In this context, in 2013, Shyam Saran, convener of the 
National Security Advisory Board, said: “India will not be 
the first to use nuclear weapons, but if it is attacked with 
such weapons, it would engage in nuclear retaliation 
which will be massive and designed to inflict 
unacceptable damage on its adversary. The label on a 
nuclear weapon used for attacking India, strategic or 
tactical, is irrelevant from the Indian perspective.” 

However, there may be some concerns with this idea 
that India will retaliate massively even if Pakistan uses 
tactical nuclear weapons - possibly on Indian forces 
operating on Pakistani soil - against it. First, this strategy 
would take both countries back into the old-world 
deterrence paradigm of “mutually assured destruction”, 
because any surviving forces in Pakistan after India’s 


retaliation would surely launch a devastating attack 
against targets across India. 

Second, India may have more to gain by pre-emptive 
action. This is the question that analysts Christopher 
Clary and Vipin Narang have studied, and they argue that 
one option under consideration could be for “a hard 
counterforce strike against Pakistan’s relatively small 
number - perhaps several dozen - strategic nuclear 
assets on land (and eventually at sea) to eliminate its 
ability to destroy Indian strategic targets and cities. Such 
a strategy would be consistent with India’s doctrine of 
massive retaliation - massive retaliation strategies need 
not be countervalue - while avoiding the credibility 
issues associated with a countervalue targeting strategy 
following Pakistan’s use of nuclear weapons on the 
battlefield.” 

Will we see India’s nuclear doctrine changing to 
accommodate these realities? 

The simple answer: unlikely. As Mr. Clary and Mr. Narang 
argue, India’s adoption of potentially pre-emptive 
“counterforce options” - i.e. to eliminate Pakistan’s 
strategic nuclear weapons when it deems the risk of a 
Pakistani first-strike to have crossed a critical threshold - 
may require no explicit shifts in its declared nuclear 
doctrine. In fact, remaining silent on this subject might 
be calculated as a strategic advantage for India as the 
country would be assuming deliberate nuclear ambiguity. 
The downside is that New Delhi remaining silent on this, 
except for occasional hints - such as what the Defence 
Minister tweeted recently - might compel Pakistan to 
adjust its nuclear posture accordingly, based on a 
calculation that India might be willing to carry out a 
counterforce attack and thereby eliminate the Pakistani 
nuclear threat entirely. This in turn risks fuelling an arms 
race or more unstable nuclear weapons deployment 
patterns in Pakistan. 

The Balakot strikes that followed the Pulwama attack 
(both in February 2019) demonstrate that the Narendra 
Modi government is not shy of taking cross-border 
military action. If another sub-conventional attack, say a 
terror attack, occurs on Indian soil anytime soon, these 
theories will likely be tested. What remains unclear is 
how high up the escalation ladder both countries will be 
willing to go. 


Regional geopolitical 
realities have a 
significant bearing 
upon India's NFU 
commitment. Credible 
Minimum Deterrence is 
what the 'enemy' 
believes deterrence to 
be, and their belief 
is manifested in 
their actions 


Is the WTO becoming a new battlefront? 

Why is the U.S. President critical of the organisation? Where do India and China stand in this confrontation? 


PRASHANTH PERUMAL J. 

The story so far: U.S. President Donald Trump earlier 
this month attacked the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
for allowing countries such as India and China to engage 
in unfair trade practices that affect American economic 
interests. While addressing a gathering in Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Trump took issue with the “developing country” 
status enjoyed by India and China at the WTO. He argued 
that these countries are not developing economies, as 
they claim to be, but instead grown economies that do 
not deserve any preferential trade treatment from the 
WTO over developed countries such as the U.S. 

What is the “developing country” status? 

The “developing country” status allows a member of the 
WTO to seek temporary exception from the 
commitments under various multilateral trade 
agreements ratified by the organisation. It was 
introduced during the initial days of the WTO as a 
mechanism to offer some respite to poor countries while 
they try to adjust to a new global trade order marked by 
lower barriers to trade. Countries such as India and 
China, while seeking exception from various WTO 
agreements, have argued that their economic 
backwardness should be considered when it comes to the 
timeline of implementation of these agreements. The 
issue of farm subsidies, for instance, is one over which 
rich and poor countries have had major disagreements. 
The WTO, however, does not formally classify any of its 
members as a developing country. Individual countries 
are allowed to unilaterally classify themselves as 
developing economies. So, as many as two-thirds of the 
164 members of the WTO have classified themselves as 
developing countries. 

How do countries such as India and China benefit 
from the special status? 

The WTO was envisaged as an international trade body to 
help foster more trading in goods and services between 
nations by lowering various barriers to trade such as 
tariffs, subsidies and quotas. Towards this end, several 
trade agreements have been ratified over the years under 
the WTO. 

Developing countries such as India and China, 
however, as earlier mentioned, can seek to delay the 
implementation of these WTO agreements owing to their 
disadvantaged economic status. They can continue to 
impose tariffs and quotas on goods and services in order 
to limit imports and promote domestic producers who 
may otherwise be affected adversely by imports that are 
lower in price or better in quality. India, for instance, 
subsidises agriculture heavily in the name of food 
security in order to protect its farmers. While local 
producers may be protected by protectionist barriers 
such as tariffs, consumers in India and China will have 
limited access to foreign goods. 

Is the U.S. justified in criticising the WTO? 




GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO 


While the “developing country” status was supposed to 
help poor countries ease gradually into a more globalised 
world economy, it has had other unintended effects. 

Since the WTO allows countries to unilaterally classify 
themselves as “developing”, many countries have been 
happy to make use of this freedom. Even many 
developed economies such as Singapore and Hong Kong 
which have per capita income levels higher than the U.S., 
have made use of the provision to classify themselves as 
growing economies. Further, countries such as China 
justify that while their per capita income level has 
increased many-fold over the last few decades, these are 
still far below that of high income levels in countries such 
as the U.S. Thus, Mr. Trump may have a prima facie case 
in urging the WTO to address the issue of how countries 
arbitrarily classify themselves as “developing” to justify 
raising trade barriers. This is, however, not to say that 
WTO rules always work to the advantage of developing 
countries alone. 

Developed countries such as the U.S. have tried to 
force poorer countries to impose stringent labour safety 
and other regulations that are already widely prevalent in 
the West. These regulations can increase the cost of 
production in developing countries and make them 
globally uncompetitive. Developing countries further 
view the introduction of labour issues into trade 
agreements as beyond the scope of the WTO, which is 
primarily supposed to be an organisation dealing with 
trade. Many economists also oppose the fundamental 
argument of poorer countries that low per capita income 
levels justify their decision to raise trade barriers. They 
argue that free trade benefits all countries irrespective of 
their income levels. In fact, they argue that protectionist 
trade barriers impede the transition of developing 
economies to higher income levels. The developing 
country status may thus simply be a false pretext to 
justify protectionism. 


What lies ahead? 

Mr. Trump’s criticism of the WTO is seen by many as the 
opening of a new front in his trade war against China. 
Earlier, the U.S. President had termed China as a 
“currency manipulator” for allowing the yuan to 
depreciate against the dollar. China and the U.S. have also 
been slapping steep tariffs on imports from each other 
since early last year. China’s developing country status at 
the WTO gives Mr. Trump yet another opportunity to 
attack China. Since developing countries are likely to 

oppose any efforts to stop 
them from protecting their 
domestic economic 
interests, global trade rules 
are unlikely to experience 
any drastic reform any time 
soon. Further, ahead of the 
next ministerial-level talks 
of the WTO scheduled to 
be held in Kazakhstan next 
year, the inability of the 
WTO to rein in global trade 
tensions has raised 
questions about its 
relevance in today’s world. 
This is particularly so given that global tariff rates over 
the years have dropped more due to bilateral trade 
agreements rather than due to multilateral trade 
agreements brokered at the WTO. 

Further, the dispute resolution mechanism of the 
WTO, which can pass judgments on disputes, lacks the 
powers to enforce them as the enforcement of decisions 
is left to individual member states. While initially 
envisaged as a global body to promote free trade, the 
WTO has now deteriorated into a forum where 
competing governments fiercely try to protect their 
narrow interests. 


Initially envisaged as 
a global body to 
promote free trade, 
the WTO has 
deteriorated into a 
forum where 
competing 

governments fiercely 
try to protect their 
narrow interests 
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For new pain relievers 

Researchers have discovered a 
scorpion toxin that targets the 
'wasabi receptor. 1 The wasabi 
receptor is embedded in 
sensory nerve endings 
throughout the body. Because 
the toxin triggers a pain 
response, scientists think it 
can be used as a tool for 
studying chronic pain and 
inflammation, and may 
eventually lead to the 
development of new kinds of 
non-opioid pain relievers. 



How brain senses an itch 

Researchers have discovered 
how neurons in the spinal cord 
help transmit itch signals to 
the brain. The mechanical itch 
sensation is distinct from other 
forms of touch and it has a 
specialised pathway within the 
spinal cord. The findings could 
help contribute to a better 
understanding of itch and 
could lead to new drugs to 
treat chronic itch. 


IIT Jodhpur fabricates a highly 
sensitive hydrogen sensor 


The sensitivity of the sensor is 74% when hydrogen gas concentration is 100 ppm 


R. PR ASAD 

A sensor that can detect hy¬ 
drogen gas even when present 
at extremely low concentra¬ 
tion of 1 part per million (ppm) 
has been developed by re¬ 
searchers at the Indian Insti¬ 
tute of Technology (IIT) Jodh¬ 
pur in collaboration with IIT 
Hyderabad. The sensor has 
30% sensitivity to detect hy¬ 
drogen at 1 ppm concentra¬ 
tion and as high as 74% sensi¬ 
tivity when the concentration 
of the gas is 100 ppm. It takes 
about 25 seconds to detect hy¬ 
drogen. 

Hydrogen gas is a pollution- 
free, renewable source of 
energy and is seen as a fuel of 
choice in the future. However, 
hydrogen is highly explosive 
and flammable in nature. It is 
a small molecule and can rea¬ 
dily mix with air but detecting 
hydrogen gas leakage become 
quite difficult particularly as it 
is colourless and tasteless. So 
a sensor that can detect it 
even when present at very low 
concentration becomes essen¬ 
tial. And this is where the cur¬ 
rent work becomes 
important. 

Carbon nanofibres with mi¬ 
nute pores are decorated on 
the zinc oxide semiconductor. 
The carbon nanofibres in¬ 
crease adsorption of oxygen 



High sensitivity: The sensor has 30% sensitivity to detect hydrogen at 1 ppm concentration. 


on the surface of the semicon¬ 
ductor. More oxygen ad¬ 
sorbed would mean the num¬ 
ber of electrons available for 
conduction is reduced leading 
to increased resistance. 

Hydrogen reacts with the 
adsorbed oxygen (to produce 
water molecule) thereby mak¬ 
ing more electrons available 
for current conduction. 
“Since more oxygen is ad¬ 
sorbed there are more active 
sites where hydrogen can 
react with oxygen and reduce 
the resistance,” says Vijendra 
Singh Bhati from the Depart¬ 
ment of Physics at IIT Jodhpur 
and first author of a paper pu¬ 


blished in the journal Sensors 
& Actuators: B. Chemical. 

“In the presence of hydro¬ 
gen the resistance reduces 
drastically leading to more 
current flow, thus suggesting 
hydrogen gas leakage. When 
hydrogen is removed, the re¬ 
sistance goes back to the in¬ 
itial state,” says Prof. Mahesh 
Kumar from the Department 
of Physics at IIT Jodhpur and 
the corresponding author of 
the paper. “The change in re¬ 
sistance is a function of the 
concentration of nanofibres 
loaded on the zinc oxide sem¬ 
iconductor, temperature and 
the concentration of hydrogen 


gas.” 

The zinc oxide by itself has 
only 44% hydrogen sensitivity 
while it is a meagre 3.5% for 
carbon nanofibres. But when 
0.2 weight percentage of na¬ 
nofibres is loaded onto the 
semiconductor the sensitivity 
is maximum at 74%. Any in¬ 
crease in the concentration of 
nanofibres actually leads to a 
decline in the sensitivity. 

Oxygen gets adsorbed both 
on zinc oxide and nanofibres. 
“Tiny pores made on the car¬ 
bon nanofibres increase the 
surface area for oxygen to get 
adsorbed and enhance the 
sensitivity,” says Prof. Chan¬ 


dra Shekhar Sharma from the 
Department of Chemical Engi¬ 
neering at IIT Hyderabad and 
co-author of the paper. 

According to Prof. Sharma, 
a polymer and a block polym¬ 
er were blended together and 
electrospun to produce nano¬ 
fibres. “The block polymer 
has two monomers and is po¬ 
lymerised. It is possible to dis¬ 
solve one monomer selective¬ 
ly by exposing it to UV 
radiation. When one monom¬ 
er degrades on UV exposure it 
leaves behind micropores,” 
explains Prof. Sharma.e sen¬ 
sor can detect hydrogen only 
when the temperature is mod¬ 
erate - 150 degree C. “High 
temperature is needed to ac¬ 
tivate the chemical reaction 
between hydrogen and oxy¬ 
gen,” says Prof. Kumar. “Other 
hydrogen sensors require 
about 250 degree C to activate 
the chemical reaction. We are 
able to achieve the same at 150 
degree C.” 

The researchers are able to 
activate the chemical reaction 
at a relatively lower tempera¬ 
ture as carbon nanofibres are 
used. “The nanomaterial in¬ 
creases the surface area and 
acts as a catalyst to reduce the 
activation energy,” says Bhati. 

The next goal is to develop 
a prototype by integrating the 
sensor with a microheater. 



Fora purpose: Tree-dwelling monkeys have long 
tails in order to balance themselves. 


Evolution and the 
loss of tail in us 

A tail that is not used is just 
another limb that needs energy 
to grow 

/f ’N 

•%) SPEAKING 
OF SCIENCE 

D. BALASUBRAMANIAN 

A team of bioengineers for Keio University in Japan 
have come out with what looked first glance as a 
practical joke, but upon reading further, we find 
that they have devised a wearable robotic tail for 
needy people. A tail, and for humans? The details 
of the tail, named Arque and its use to assist the el¬ 
derly with mobility, preventing them from falling 
are and to maintain balance while climbing stairs 
and so on, can be read in the article by Nancy Co¬ 
hen in TechXplore.com of August 7, 2019, and the 
YouTube display of “Arque: Artificial Biomimicry- 
Inspired Tail for Extending Innate Body Func¬ 
tions” explains the uses of this man made tail; 
please see 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Trl-IhEhXYQ. 
Besides helping needy senior citizens, Arque can 
also help labourers while moving heavy loads, 
climbers who want to get on to high cliffs and so 


Understanding douded leopards 
and their habitats 



Critical link: Clouded leopard presence was positively associated with 
forest cover and rain. 


ASWA THI PACHA 

Before scrolling the internet for 
funny cat photos and videos, meet 
clouded leopards belonging to the 
same family whose cuteness and 
grandeur can give your house cat a 
tough competition. Named after 
the cloud-shaped patterns on its 
skin, these medium-sized cats are 
typical rain-forest dwellers but can 
also be found in the drier forests of 
Southeast Asia. Now a research 
paper published by over 20 re¬ 
searchers from across the globe 
has helped understand their habi¬ 
tats, migration corridors and laid 
out the conservation strategies. 

By using over 3,000 trap loca¬ 
tions spread over 45 sites, the mo¬ 
del looked at nine countries (Bhu¬ 
tan, Nepal, India, Peninsular 
Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, Cam¬ 
bodia, Laos, Myanmar) and sug¬ 
gested that only 9.44% of the stu¬ 
died region was ‘highly’ suitable 
for clouded leopards (Neofelis 
nebulosa). 

In India, the Dampa tiger re¬ 
serve in Mizoram was chosen as 
the study site. Dampa has been 
much in the news lately as one of 
the tiger reserves where tigers 
were estimated to be zero as part 
of the latest all India tiger estima¬ 
tion exercise. 

“However, it is an incredible 
area that supports a very high di¬ 
versity and numbers of almost ev¬ 
ery other species expected in this 
ecosystem. It receives funding 
from the National Tiger Conserva¬ 
tion Authority on an annual basis 


which helps it maintain over 100 
daily wage forest guards, and con¬ 
duct patrolling, which perhaps al¬ 
lows sustain this incredible biodi¬ 
versity,” says Priya Singh, a 
Bangalore-based independent re¬ 
searcher involved with this study 
published in Diversity and Distri¬ 
butions. “With over 350 sq. km. of 
prey rich forests, very low human 
presence, and a terrain that is very 
hard to access, which generally 
works acts as a deterrent to human 
movement, aids the survival of 
clouded leopards here.” 

An interesting find was that 
Dampa had one of the highest pop¬ 
ulation densities of clouded leo¬ 
pards, from the sites surveyed. In 
2018, India added clouded leo¬ 
pards to its Recovery Programme 
for Critically Endangered Species 
to aid more research and streng¬ 
then conservation efforts. 


It was also noted that when the 
closed-canopy forest cover de¬ 
clined by just 35%, the clouded leo¬ 
pard detection dropped by 25%. 
This shows that clouded leopard 
presence was positively associated 
with forest cover and rain, suggest¬ 
ing that deforestation and reduc¬ 
tion in rainfall patterns as a result 
of climate change may negatively 
influence clouded leopard 
distributions. 

“We are trying to understand 
how land-use and development 
policy can be adapted to facilitate 
coexistence of people alongside 
clouded leopards as umbrellas for 
wider nature,” said Prof. David W. 
Macdonald from the Wildlife Con¬ 
servation Research Unit, Depart¬ 
ment of Zoology at the University 
of Oxford in an email to The Hindu. 
He is the corresponding author of 
the study. 


Heart attacks halved by polypill 


AFP 

A cheap, once-a-day pill combining 
aspirin with drugs that lower blood 
pressure and cholesterol cuts cardio¬ 
vascular disease as a whole by a 
third, and heart attacks by more than 
half, researchers report in The 
Lancet. 

In clinical trials, the polypill was 
especially effective among people 
with no history of cardiovascular dis¬ 
ease, reducing the number of severe 
events by 40%. For those with a his¬ 
tory of heart problems and strokes, 
the drug combo was only half as 
effective. 

The polypill concept was first pro¬ 
posed more than 20 years ago as a 
simpler, cost-effective approach to 
treating cardiovascular disease. Cur¬ 
rently, patients are typically pre¬ 
scribed one or more drugs to lower 
blood pressure along with a statin, 
which holds lipids such as fatty acids 
in check. Aspirin, an analgesic, has 
blood thinning properties. 

“The more tablets people have to 
take, the less they comply in the 
long-term,” noted Kausik Ray, a pro¬ 
fessor in public health and Imperial 
College London not involved in the 
study. 

About a third of patients stop tak¬ 
ing their meds as early as 90 days af¬ 
ter a heart attack, according to ear¬ 
lier research. But despite its obvious 
potential, the polypill had yet to be 
tested on a large number of people 
over a long period of time. 

Scientists led by Reza Malekzadeh 
from the Tehran University of Medi¬ 
cal Sciences recruited nearly 7,000 
men and women, aged 50 to 75, liv¬ 
ing in rural Golestan, a province in 
Iran. 

The participants were divided into 



Hard evidence: Blood pressure did 
not differe much but LDL 
cholesterteroldid. 


two groups. While one was a control 
arm, the other also got a daily poly¬ 
pill from 2011 to 2013. Doctors moni¬ 
tored compliance with the drug regi¬ 
men, and then tallied the number of 
strokes and heart attacks across each 
cohort over the next five years. 

Crucially, adherence was signifi¬ 
cantly higher with the all-in-one pill. 
Compared with the lifestyle group, 
the polypill cohort had 34% fewer ad¬ 
verse events. Results were similar for 
men and women. 

Blood pressure did not differ 
much, but “bad” (LDL) cholesterol 
levels were lower in the group taking 
medicines. “Now we know that a 
fixed-dose polypill can achieve clini¬ 
cal benefits in practice,” Malekzadeh 
said in a statement. 

“But the polypill is not an alterna¬ 
tive to a healthy lifestyle and should 
be combined with physical activity, a 
healthy diet, and smoking cessa¬ 
tion.” 

Other researchers not involved in 
the study said the findings could be a 
game changer, especially in develop¬ 
ing nations. 


IIT-H develops waterproofing material using fly ash 

Stearic acid-coated fly ash surface can be made to behave like rose petals or lotus leaves 



Waste no more: A simple process of particle distribution was 
used to achieve the two types of wate-repelling. ■ 


R. PR ASAD 

Researchers at the Indian In¬ 
stitute of Technology (IIT) 
Hyderabad have developed a 
cheap waterproofing material 
by coating fly ash, a waste by¬ 
product from coal-based ther¬ 
mal power plants, with stearic 
acid, which is a surfactant. 
While fly ash is extremely wa¬ 
ter-loving (hydrophilic), it 
turns into a highly water-re¬ 
pelling surface once coated 
with stearic acid. 

The stearic acid has a hy¬ 
drophilic part called the head 
and hydrophobic portion 
called the tail. While the head 
of stearic acid which is hydro¬ 
philic binds to fly ash parti¬ 
cles, the water-repelling tail 
remains free. Numerous free 
hydrophobic tails of stearic 
acid makes the fly ash surface 
water repellent. 

Fly ash varies in size from 
100 nanometres to a few mi¬ 



crons and can thus provide 
surfaces with different rough¬ 
ness based on the size of the 
particles chosen. The stearic 
acid-coated fly ash surface can 
be made to behave like one of 
the two naturally occurring 
water-repelling materials - 
rose petals or lotus leaves - by 
the varying the surface rough¬ 
ness. 

In the case of a rose petal 
the surface repels the water 
but at the same time the struc¬ 
ture of the petal ensures that 
the water droplets adhere to 
it. Thus, even when inverted, 
water droplets do not fall 
down. On the other hand, in 
the case of the lotus leaf, wa¬ 
ter droplet rolls off easily. 

“When we used particles of 
more or less uniform size, the 
inter-particle space is more 
and water penetrates and 
sticks to the surface like in the 
case of a rose petal and re¬ 
mains adhered to the surface 



even when we tilted it to 90 
and 180 degrees,” says Dr. Atul 
Suresh Deshpande from the 
institute’s Department of Ma¬ 
terial Science and Metallurgi¬ 
cal Engineering and corres¬ 
ponding author of a paper 
published inChemistry Select. 

The topography changes 
completely when fly ash parti¬ 
cles of different sizes are used. 



The smaller particles tend to 
fill the gap between the larges 
ones thus resulting in a tighter 
packing with very little gap 
between particles. “Air pock¬ 
ets tend to form when the gap 
between particles reduces 
making it difficult for water to 
get into the gaps. Water dro¬ 
plets are suspended on top of 
the air pockets and so has less 



By using a 
combination of 
stearic acid and 
surface roughness we 
were able to achieve 
superhydrophobicity 

Urbashi Mahanta 

adhesion to the surface. So 
when the surface is tilted 
slightly (5 degree) the droplets 
tend to roll off easily,” says Dr. 
Mudrika Khandelwal from IIT 
Hyderabad and a co-author of 
the paper. 

“By using a combination of 
stearic acid and surface 
roughness we were able to 
achieve superhydrophobicity 
(where the water contact an¬ 
gle is more than 150 degree),” 
says Urbashi Mahanta, a PhD 
student from IIT Hyderabad 
and first author of the paper. 
“We used a simple process of 
particle distribution to 
achieve the two types of hy- 



drophobicity.” 

The extent of hydrophobic- 
ity increased in both surfaces 
when the drying temperature 
was increased from 60 degree 
C to 80 degree C. The melting 
point of stearic acid is over 69 
degree so when heated to 80 
degree C the surfactant melts 
leading to better coverage and 
therefore smoother surface 
compared with samples treat¬ 
ed to 60 degree C. Samples 
with tight and loose packing 
when treated to 80 degree C 
showed more hydrophobicity. 
The stearic acid-coated fly ash 
can be used as a waterproof¬ 
ing material. Owing to its hy¬ 
drophobic nature, the surface 
can be easily cleaned. One can 
use an adhesive to apply the 
stearic acid coated fly ash on a 
surface,” says Dr. Deshpande. 

More work is needed to test 
the mechanical and chemical 
durability of the fly ash water¬ 
proofing material. 



If Arque type artificial tails become necessary as 
some of us age and have locomotor difficulty, why 
did nature not keep the tail as part of the anatomy 
of humans (and our close cousins such as the bo- 
nobos, chimpanzees and gorillas)? Most animals in 
sea as on land have tails -long or short- and the tails 
perform important functions. As Dr David Young 
of the University of Melbourne, Australia points 
out, the tail in an animal performs a variety of 
functions, apart from swatting flies and bugs. Fish 
uses its tail to steer along the water, crocodiles and 
camels store excess body fat in their tails as an 
energy reserve, and tails in mammals act as a 
counterbalance to the head and assist in running. 
Fast runners have long tails. Tree-dwelling mon¬ 
keys have long tails in order to balance themselves. 

Why did we lose it? 

As we evolved from walking on four legs (quadri- 
peds) to two feet (bipeds), the tail actually became 
more of a hindrance than a help. As Hannah Ash¬ 
worth points out in the BBC Science Focus Maga¬ 
zine (sciencefocus.com), a tail that is not used is 
just another limb that needs energy to grow (and 
another thing for predators to grab. (Re: the last 
point, the lizard has learnt to simply drop its tail 
when it faces attack, to regrow it later at leisure). 
We bipeds walk straight, with our bodies aligned 
with a center of gravity that passes through our 
spine to our feet, without needing a tail to counter¬ 
balance the weight of our head. She further states: 
“natural selection would have favoured those of 
our ancestors that had smaller tails when they 
moved from the forest to the savannah. 

Over the course of the next a few million years, 
it dwindled to nothing. (There are other distinct 
differences between us and the great apes. Dr. Ke¬ 
vin Hunt of Indiana University thinks humans' an¬ 
cestors stood upright in order to reach vegetation 
in low-hanging tree branches. "When Africa start¬ 
ed getting drier about 6.5 million years ago, our 
ancestors were stuck in the east part, where the 
habitat became driest. Trees in dry habitats are 
shorter and different than trees in forests. Thus, 
our ancestors stood up on both legs in the scrubby, 
dry areas of Africa, to pick up food from the trees. 
Chimps in the forests did not”. They walk both on 
two legs and when needed, on all fours. This hab¬ 
itat and bipedalism also made our noses different 
(stick up) from those of the great apes. Further, as 
Darwin pointed out how the simple act of standing 
up made all the difference in separating man from 
ape. One word: tools. "Once we became bipedal, 
we had hands to carry tools around. We started 
doing that only 1.5 million years after we became 
bipedal," Hunt explains). Moving from a qua¬ 
druped into a biped has had such biostructural, 
energetic and functional consequences. 

Actually, we still have a tail during the first four 
weeks of our lives in the womb, but then its gets 
absorbed by the 7th week and we are just left with 
the coccyx, at the base of our spine, which serves 
as a muscle attachment point)”. Apes notably such 
as chimpanzee, gorillas also have coccyx. 

Not completely lost 

What if this absorption goes wrong and the tail ac¬ 
tually starts to form in infants? Fortunately this is a 
rare and so far these have lean no more than 40 
cases reported to date across the world. The tail is 
no longer than 6 inches at best in Indian alone, 
there are just about 3 reports of babies born with 
tiny tails in the lumbar and several regions of the 
spine a total of 8 infants. The most recent case has 
been reported in 2017. All these neonates were op¬ 
erated with success, and have grown in health and 
are normal with no neurological or other effects. 
Analysis of the removed tail material showed it to 
be made of adipose tissues, collagen fibers, some 
nerve fibers, blood vessels and ganglion cells but 
no bones. Preliminary gene-based analysis of the 
tail material showed that the genes controlling tail 
development might be from the Wnt family of 
genes. Biological research - involving genetic ana¬ 
lysis, cell biology and inhibitor search- on this 
“rare disorder” to find the cause and solutions will 
be of great value to the family. 

dbala@lvpei.org 
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Friends and 
nations 


ASHU PRAKASH 

A few years ago, as an 
undergraduate stu¬ 
dent at the Indian In¬ 
stitute of Technology, Kan¬ 
pur, I went to Russia on a 
research project. I was ex¬ 
cited about going aboard, 
performing research and 
making friends from all ov¬ 
er the world. 

My project was in the 
Department of Physics and 
Higher Mathematics at the 
National Research Tomsk 
Polytechnic University in 
Siberia. It was winter, and 
the temperature used to 
fluctuate between -40 de¬ 
grees Celsius and 0. Rarely 
would I go out of my dormi¬ 
tory, except to the universi¬ 
ty library, office or shop. 

The dormitory on Usova 
Street in Tomsk had people 
from all over the world. Af¬ 
ter a few days of staying, I 
heard a group of people 
talking in Hindi. I joined 
them out of curiosity, and 
they warmly accepted me 
into their group. They were 
mostly post-doctoral re¬ 
searchers or MS students 
from Pakistan. 

Among them, Umair be¬ 
came a good friend. We 
used to talk about our re¬ 
search projects, Russian 
language and many times, 
the border disputes bet¬ 
ween India and Pakistan. 
What I liked about our 
friendship is that we dis¬ 
cussed the border issue ra¬ 
tionally. In far-off coun¬ 
tries, united by language 
and culture, Indians and 
Pakistanis often become 
friends. 

It’s been a long time 
since we talked. The in¬ 
creasing discontinuity in 
India-Pakistan relation¬ 
ship, mainly after the Pul- 
wama attack on February 
14, created a wide hole in 
the friendship. Earlier we 
used to crack jokes at each 
other, often on Kashmir. 
The disputes between the 
two nations have grown to 
such a level in the past few 
months that we cannot 
continue with such banter 
now. 

Ours is more of a con¬ 
fused relationship between 
two individuals who are 
torn between being ration¬ 
al and nationalistic (as peo¬ 
ple define it nowadays by 
glorifying wars). I don’t 
know his point of view, but 
I am sure his country’s me¬ 
dia and politicians would 
have created a biased view 
in his mind too as ours 
have done here. I wish I 
would see Pakistan and In¬ 
dia as friendly neighbours 
in my lifetime, and I could 
tease Umair again. 


ashuprakash08@gmail.com 


The magic of 

MISTAKES 

Everyone commits blunders, but the wise learn from them 


GEOR GEJOHN 

A life spent making mistakes 
is more honourable and use¬ 
ful than a life doing nothing 
- George Bernard Shaw 

H ave you ever learnt 
from a mistake you 
have made? Many 
won’t admit doing so. For 
those who do, there is no 
need for guilt. 

We often make mistakes 
from taking risks, but some 
brush them aside and learn 
from it. With that, they may 
not make mistakes the next 
time around. 

When entrepre¬ 
neurs spend 
time and mo¬ 
ney trying to 
avoid failure, 
the lessons 
learnt from 
missteps can 
be invaluable, 
making them wis¬ 
er and ultimately 
earning them more profit. 

While we know the impor¬ 
tance of learning from mis¬ 
takes, the reality is not as ea¬ 
sy as it sounds - despite the 
best efforts, our brains fight 
us every step of the way by 
making us rationalise that it 


was not a big mistake to start 
with. 

The name of the game 

Everyone makes mistakes, 
but the wise learn from 
them. Experience is the 
name of our mistakes and 
the resulting pain nourishes 
courage. The hidden magic 
in every mistake is the learn¬ 
ing. To learn from mistakes, 
we have to first acknowledge 
that we have made one, but 
that makes us feel bad about 
ourselves. To avoid it, we of¬ 
ten skirt around the truth, 
which is a big obstacle 
and arguably the 
most important 
one to over¬ 
come. 

We often 
retroactively 
create posi¬ 
tive attributes 
to a choice we 
have already 
made, which is a 
choice supportive bias and 
an example of a rationalisa¬ 
tion-after- the-event. 

Effects of making mistakes 
are not limited to the psycho¬ 
logical level either. When we 
celebrate after a win, there is 
a rush of “feel-good” chemi¬ 


cals such as testosterone and 
dopamine from the brain, 
giving us a high. With repeti¬ 
tion, this neurotransmitter 
signal morphs the brain’s 
chemical configuration to 
make the better-trained peo¬ 
ple feel smarter and more 
confident. 

The dictum “success be¬ 
gets success” makes future 
winnings more likely and 
neuroscientists call it the 
“winner effect”, which along 
with the not-yet-officially- 
named “loser effect” runs in 
accordance with Nietzsche’s 
famous adage “That which 
does not kill us makes us 
stronger.” 

The 18th century poly¬ 
math Benjamin Franklin was 
being more intuitive than ri¬ 
gorously scientific when he 
famously defined insanity (as 
echoed by Einstein) as “do¬ 
ing the same thing over and 
over expecting a different re¬ 
sult”. Such persisting atti¬ 
tudes are not a foible be¬ 
cause the consequences can 
be severe. 

Neurosciences suggest 
that the inability to learn 
from mistakes may lie at the 
heart of problems such as 
passive aggression, sub- 
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stance abuse and certain 
types of personality disor¬ 
ders. The changes in EEG 
patterns in some cases sug¬ 
gest that the flaws may be 


hard-wired in the brain. 

Since science is about 
measurable and repeatable 
phenomena, every failed ex¬ 
periment is a learning expe¬ 


rience. Failures being more 
plentiful than successes, mis¬ 
takes are to be celebrated be¬ 
cause of their immense tuto¬ 
rial value. 


Ian Wilmut had hundreds 
of failures before succeeding 
with cloning Dolly the sheep. 


docgjohn@aol.com 


Cut and run! The bore is nigh 

How to escape the self-important chatterbox and how not to be one 



JAIRA M MENON 

A bore is almost always 
someone else. It’s the 
neighbour who drops 
in for a chat and overstays 
the welcome. It could be the 
babbler at a function who 
stands between you and the 
cocktails. Or it may be an un¬ 
cle whose incessant chatter 
and adhesive company make 
you wistful for the delights of 
solitary confinement. 

Rarely if ever does it strike 
us that somewhere along the 
course of evolution, we 
could have become prize 
bores ourselves. 

The older we get and the 
higher we climb up the social 
or professional ladder, the 
more careful we need to be. 
Granduncles, aunts, bosses 
and men and women of high 
stature command the un¬ 
complaining attention of 
their relatives and subordi¬ 
nates, and are unlikely to be 
called out and candidly told 
that they are getting 
insufferable. 

Bore alert 

So, here’s a “bore alert”, a 
ready reckoner that you are 
perhaps unwittingly but un¬ 
remittingly taxing the pa¬ 
tience of your friends and 
companions. 

The first step is to run a 
check on our ego (many 


bores are egoists in mufti). A 
pumped-up sense of self-im¬ 
portance prevents us from 
realising that others may not 
be dying to learn of the cele¬ 
brities we have rubbed 
shoulders with, the classics 
we have read, the places we 
have visited, the hearts we 
have won and the feats of 
derring-do of our youth... If 
and when people are eager 
to know our life’s highlights, 
they will step up and say so, 
and we can promise them an 
autobiography. Until such 
time, it’s best to keep our sto¬ 
ries to ourselves. 

Poor skills 

Not all bores, however, have 
king-size egos. I know of self- 
effacing men becoming 
champion bores because 
they simply don’t know what 
to talk about. When in com¬ 
pany, the need to say so¬ 
mething - anything - com¬ 
pelling, and therefore, they 
make feeble attempts to fill 
the void with dull bits of this 
and that. 

If you are in danger of fall¬ 
ing into this trap, step back 
and say nothing. Being 
known to be the quiet sort is 
infinitely better than earning 
a reputation as a bore. 

Since one man’s passion is 
another man’s poison, not 
everybody will find the same 
things boring. So it would 


help to know your audiences 
well before you engage them. 
Let’s say you have a lot to say 
about Moti, your dear Pome¬ 
ranian. You launch into a no- 
holds-barred commentary 
about how the little fellow 
can sniff out people in the 
next suburb, how his way of 
expressing delight is to roll 
on the floor, with forelegs 
pointing to the tubelight, and 
what a wonderful watchdog 
he is. 

Carried away by the mo¬ 
mentum, you may even re¬ 
veal that Moti’s toilet training 
can set benchmarks for the 
urban middle class - all 
spellbinding stuff no doubt, 
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but only for kindred dog lov¬ 
ers. For the rest, you are a 
person to be wary of. 

Audience feedback 

Midway through your talk, it 
makes sense to sensitise 
yourself to audience feed¬ 
back. You don’t need snores 
loud and long to signal that 
you have lost your listeners 
for good. Keep your eyes 
open for the more subtle 
signs - people trying to edge 
away from your circle, shoot¬ 
ing agitated glances at the 
watch or wearing the dis¬ 
tracted air of chaps who wish 
they are somewhere else. 

If any of this happens, you 


are running close to the dan¬ 
ger mark. 

Bad listeners 

Bores are poor listeners, and 
they do not respect the ba¬ 
lanced equation that is at the 
heart of a normal conversa¬ 
tion. While you go on and on, 
and the sole contribution of 
your listeners is an occasion¬ 
al ‘ah’, ‘oh-ho’ and ‘very 
nice’, there is obviously so 
much of give and so less of 
take that it’s time to wring 
down the curtain. Your final 
“Okay, goodbye” could well 
be the sweetest words for 
many. 

If none of this works, 
there is always the clock. Kim 
Il-Sung, the late “eternal pre¬ 
sident” of North Korea, 
would talk to his subjects for 
eight hours at a stretch on 
tractor production. But he 
was trying his hand at chang¬ 
ing the mindset of his peo¬ 
ple. 

You and I have no such no¬ 
ble agenda. As they say, if we 
haven’t struck oil in half an 
hour, it’s time we stopped 
boring. Social psychologists 
say learning to be consider¬ 
ate of other people’s feelings 
can shape us into better-ad¬ 
justed human beings. More 
to the point, we won’t be 
called a bore. 


jairam.menon@gmail.com 


A millstone around 
the country’s neck 

Traditions are holding back progress 


ANCILIN BIJU PALACKAL 

Do traditions hold our coun¬ 
try back from developing? 
It’s a disturbing question. 

Tradition is mainly about 
thinking about how people 
lived in the past and using 
that as a guideline to our 
lives. But if we keep trying to 
live in the past, we distance 
ourselves from the gradual 
changes arising in society. 

Traditions are not static. 
They are constantly emerg¬ 
ing and with time, new 
thoughts and new ways of 
doing things evolve into fo¬ 
cus. 

However, we seldom re¬ 
cognise this within the con¬ 
text of the culture and tradi¬ 
tions which continue in our 
country. People often think 
that the familiar is better 
and different is bad, and 
that perspective needs to be 
corrected. 

I have been convinced 
that traditions and the In¬ 
dian belief system create 
barricades which hold back 
the nation as a whole from 
reaching high peaks of suc¬ 
cess. 

The sole reason we are 
not an advanced country is 
tradition. 

Instead of immediately 
doing things that would 



make humanity better, we 
stick to tradition, and 
science gets pushed back as 
it ruins the barricades of 
traditions. 

In the name of tradition, 
superficial and unreasona¬ 
ble laws are used to hurt the 
weaker sections of society 
and women, many of whom 
are confined to their homes. 

Sadly in India, any at¬ 
tempt made to make way for 
development by breaking 
the traditional laws is 
nipped in the bud by certain 
mindsets. 

To take our beloved coun¬ 
try up the slopes to the peak 
of success, a few of these 
traditions have to be kept 
apart as they obstruct the 
path to success. 


ancilinbijup@gmail.com 


Confession coupe: instant friendships and quick lies 

How in the pre-Internet era, train passengers opened their hearts out to strangers in an enabling ambience of anonymity 



SHAN KAR GOPALKRISHNAN 

B efore the Internet ar¬ 
rived on the scene, the 
instant friendships 
struck inside railway coaches 
were like a blind date. With 
no Facebook page or Twitter 
handle to check each other’s 
background, there was, ho¬ 
wever, the luxury of ano¬ 
nymity to open your heart to 
a stranger. 

Over the rattle of the rail, 
family trees were dissected, 
relatives and their motives 
scrutinised openly and se¬ 
crets spilt. It was that easy. 
You volunteered to buy tea at 
a station and over each sip, 
more conversation flowed, 
and you got closer. 

You stayed awake through 
the night and spoke in bated 
breath, how he would get 
down the following day and 
would be gone forever. Such 
friendships made journeys 
memorable, to the extent 


that even the destination did 
not matter. At times, ad¬ 
dresses were exchanged, but 
rarely pursued. The joy was 
in the journey. 

Roorkee to Bombay (as it 
was known then) was a long 
train journey. Thirty-six 
hours if the stars aligned 
well. Often, it took well over 
40 hours spread over two 
nights. 

Settling down in the 
coach, I took an instant lik- 
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ing to the elderly person on 
the opposite seat. “I am Ar- 
vind. You can call me Arvind 
Kaka,” he said. “What do you 
do?” 

“I am an art student,” I 
said quickly. 

“Why are you at Roorkee,” 
he asked me, puzzled. 

“I was here to attend an 
art workshop by Vitankar.” 

Kaka’s eyes lit up. “You 
mean Vitankar, that comic¬ 
book artist?” 


“Yes, he conducts a 
month’s workshop.” 

That evening, as we 
shared rewri at the Meerut 
station, it was my turn to 
quiz Kaka. “I am a theatre ar¬ 
tiste. I am part of a troupe. 
We stage one-act plays, so¬ 
cial dramas and mythologi¬ 
cal adaptations all over Mah¬ 
arashtra,” he announced 
grandly. 

As the train meandered its 
way through Delhi, Kota, 
Ratlam and Vadodara, we 
took turns to buy the special¬ 
ty of each station - gajak , 
petha , chivda - and endless 
cups of matlca chai. 

“Unlike the cine star, the 
theatre artiste has no fixed 
script. He has to improvise 
on the spot... instantly... to 
strike a chord with the au¬ 
dience. I have learnt that art 
over the years,” Kaka remi¬ 
nisced sagely. 

I made Kaka recite his fa¬ 
vourite lines in Marathi and 


giggled, as he became overly 
dramatic and disturbed pas¬ 
sengers in the adjoining 
coupe. Kaka wanted me to 
draw a caricature of his. I 
dodged his request, but 
agreed to paint his portrait 
once I qualified as a com¬ 
plete artist. 

Kaka and I were on the ad¬ 
joining top berths at night. 
Rocked by the rhythm of the 
rail, in the dim light of the 
coach, I lay on my side and 
faced Kaka. He suddenly 
broke the silence, “Tomor¬ 
row, you will be on your way 
and I ... mine. I know you 
will grow up to be a great ar¬ 
tist, like Vitankar saheb,” he 
smiled gently. 

“I hope so. I will remem¬ 
ber you Kaka.” I did not sleep 
a wink. 

In the morning, the train 
limped to a halt at Bombay 
Central. The journey was ov¬ 
er. As we got down, my heart 
was heavy. It was not the 


usual lump in the throat that 
such platform partings bring 
in its wake. 

This was different. “I have 
a confession to make, Kaka. I 
am not an art student. I lied. 
I am just a first year engi¬ 
neering student,” I said look¬ 
ing at Kaka straight in the 
eye. For a split second, Ka¬ 
ka’s expression was inscruta¬ 
ble. 

The next instant, he threw 
his head back and laughed 
heartily. Placing his hand on 
my shoulder and between 
spasms of uncontrollable 
laughter, Kaka managed to 
say, “I knew that from the be¬ 
ginning! Now, let me tell you 
this. It will make you feel bet¬ 
ter. Neither am I a theatre ar¬ 
tiste! I am just an insurance 
agent!” With that, Kaka 
turned around and walked 
away into the crowd. I stood 
on the platform transfixed. 


shankar.ccpp@gmail.com 
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Slowly but steadily India extends lead 

West Indies bowled out for 222 after Holder and Cummins frustrate the visitors; Ishant scalps five 



Breathing fire: Ishant Sharma broke the back of the West Indies batting with hisfive-for. -afp 


INDIA in wi 


IANS 

NORTH SOUND (ANTIGUA) 

India extended its lead to 173, 
but the West Indies stayed 
well in the game with three 
wickets in the second session 
of day three of the first Test 
here on Saturday. 

Roston Chase took the 
wickets of the Indian open¬ 
ers, while Kemar Roach got 
the big wicket of Cheteshwar 
Pujara as India went to tea 
with the score reading 98 for 
three. 

India, however, is very 
much in the driver’s seat in 
the context of the match with 
captain Virat Kohli and depu¬ 
ty Ajinkya Rahane in the mid¬ 
dle. Kohli was on 14 off 28 
balls while Rahane was on 
five off 13 when the umpires 
called for tea. 

Mayank Agarwal and K.L. 
Rahul gave India a steady 
start with a 30-run opening 
stand. The partnership was 
broken when Mayank fell leg- 
before to Chase. His partner 
told him not to review the de¬ 
cision as it looked plumb, but 
replays surprisingly showed 
that the ball would have mis¬ 
sed leg-stump. 

Pujara and Rahul added 43 
runs for the second wicket 
and were looking strong 
when the latter ended up 
missing everything while at¬ 
tempting to sweep Chase. 

In the very next over, Puja¬ 
ra was done in by a peach 
from Roach. The delivery was 
pitched at length and moved 
in instead of going the other 
way. It breached Pujara’s de¬ 
fence and knocked down the 
stumps. Kohli and Rahane 
have since kept the bowlers 
at bay. 

India dismissed the West 
Indies for 222 after host skip¬ 
per Jason Holder and Miguel 
Cummins provided resis¬ 
tance for much of the first 
session, managing a first-in¬ 
nings lead of 75 runs. Ishant 
Sharma’s late burst broke the 


back of the West Indies bat¬ 
ting. 

India was frustrated by 
Holder and Cummins. 

India got the breakthrough 
an over later, when Mo¬ 


hammed Shami got Holder to 
nick to wicketkeeper Rishabh 
Pant. 

A dubious record 

The West Indies innings did 


not last long after that, with 
Jadeja dismissing Cummins 
off the first ball of the next ov¬ 
er. Cummins fell for the fifth 
longest duck in terms of balls 
faced in Test history. 


SCOREBOARD 


INDIA-1ST INNINGS: 297. 

WEST INDIES-1ST INNINGS 

Kraigg Brathwaite c & b Ish¬ 
ant 14 (51b, 1x4), John Camp¬ 
bell b Shami 23 (30b, 4x4), Sha- 
marh Brooks c Rahane b Jadeja 
11 (36b, 1x4), Darren Bravo Ibw 
b Bum rah 18 (27b, 2x4, 1x6), 
Roston Chase c Rahul b Ishant 
48 (74b, 5x4, 1x6), Shai Hope c 
Pant b Sharma 24 (65b, 1x4), 
Shimron Hetmyer c & b Ishant 
35 (47b, 3x4), Jason Holder c 
Pant b Shami 39 (65b, 5x4), Ke¬ 
mar Roach c Kohli b Ishant 0 
(3b), Miguel Cummins b Jadeja 
0 (45b), Shannon Gabriel (not 
out) 2 (56); Extras (b-4, lb-1, 
nb-2, w-1): 8; Total (in 74.2 ov¬ 
ers): 222. 

FALL OF WICKETS 

1-36 (Campbell, 7.6 ov), 2- 
48 (Brathwaite, 17.5), 3-50 
(Brooks, 20.3 ov), 4-88 (Bravo, 
29.1), 5-130 (Chase, 42.2), 6- 
174 (Hope, 53.6), 7-179 (Het¬ 
myer, 55.3 ov), 8-179 (Roach, 
55.6), 9-220 (Holder, 73.1). 

INDIA BOWLING 

Ishant 17-5-43-5, Bumrah 
18-4-55-1, Shami 17-3-48-2, Ja¬ 
deja 20.2-4-64-2, Vihari 

2-0-7-0 

INDIA-2ND INNINGS 

K.L. Rahul b Chase 38 (85b, 
4x4), Mayank Agarwal Ibw b 
Chase 16 (43b, 2x4), Chetesh¬ 
war Pujara b Roach 25 (53b, 
1x4), Virat Kohli (batting) 14 
(28b, 1x4), Ajinkya Rahane (bat¬ 
ting) 5 (736); Total (for three 
wickets, in 37 overs): 98. 

FALL OF WICKETS 

1-30 (Mayank, 13.2), 2-73 
(Rahul, 29.2), 3-81 (Pujara, 
30.5). 

WEST INDIES BOWLING 

Roach 7-2-13-1, Gabriel 5-1- 
18-0, Chase 15-3-42-2, Holder 
7-1-16-0, Cummins 2-0-5-0, 
Campbell 1-0-4-0. 


Indians players wear 
black armbands 

■ The Indian cricket team 
wore black armbands as a 
mark of respect for former 
union minister and veteran 
cricket administrator 
Arun Jaitley, who passed 
away on Saturday after 
prolonged illness 


Sindhu in third successive final 


Holder Momota ends Praneeth’s impressive run 



Great going: P.V. Sindhu was a picture of perfection as she outclassed Chen Yu Fei. -afp 


BADMINTON WORLDS 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BASEL (SWITZERLAND) 

India’s P.V. Sindhu is one vic¬ 
tory away from an elusive 
World badminton cham¬ 
pionships gold after storm¬ 
ing into her third successive 
final with a 21-7,21-14 victory 
in 40 minutes over World 
No. 3 and All England cham¬ 
pion Chen Yu Fei of China 
here on Saturday. 

Sindhu set up a pulsating 
summit clash with Japan’s 
World No. 4 Nozomi Okuha- 
ra, who beat Ratanchok In- 
aton of Thailand 17-21, 21-18, 
21-15. 

Meanwhile, B. Sai Pra¬ 
neeth’s impressive run end¬ 
ed as he lost 21-13,21-8 to de¬ 
fending champion and 
World No. 1 Kento Momota 
of Japan in a lop-sided semi¬ 
final and finished with a 
bronze. Praneeth’s attacking 
game couldn’t dent the de¬ 
fence of an in-form Momota 
as he lost in 41 minutes. 

Praneeth also became the 
first Indian man in 36 years 
to win a medal in the presti¬ 
gious tournament. Prakash 
Padukone was the first to 
win a men’s singles World 
Championships medal - a 
bronze - in the 1983 edition. 

Earlier, Sindhu, who had 
claimed successive silver in 
the last two editions beside 
two bronze medals, was a 
picture of perfection as she 


outclassed Chen. 

Sindhu, who came into 
the match with a 5-3 head-to- 
head record against Chen, 
grabbed the initiative 
quickly. 

Angled returns 

She dished out a compact 
game, producing angled re¬ 
turns to push Chen to the 
corners. Sindhu retrieved 
well and punished any weak 
return from her rival to dom¬ 
inate the rallies. 

In the men’s section, Pra¬ 
neeth’s attacking game 


couldn’t dent the defence of 
an in-form Momota. 

The results (semifinals): 

Men: Kento Momota (Jpn) bt B. 
Sai Praneeth 21-13, 21-8. 
Women: P.V. Sindhu bt Chen Yu 
Fei (Chn) 21-7, 21-14; Nozomi 
Okuhura (Jpn) bt Ratanchok In- 
aton (Tha) 17-21, 21-18, 21-15. 


■ Praneeth became the first 
Indian man in 36 years to 
win a medal in the 
tournament. Prakash 
Padukone, who claimed a 
bronze in 1983, was the first 


'Very special’ for Praneeth’ 


V.V. SU BRAHMANYAM 

HYDERABAD 

B. Sai Praneeth, 
pitchforked himself into 
the World championship 
semifinal for the first time 
in his career. But, faltered 
on Saturday against 
defending champion, 
Kento Momota. 

“Yes, unlike the Super 
Series titles (he was 
champion in the 2017 
Singapore and Thailand 
Opens), a World 
championship medal 
stands out as an 
everlasting memory and I 
am proud to be the first 
Indian after the great 
Prakash Sir to win 
another one for country 


(in men’s section),” said a 
visibly elated Praneeth in 
a chat with The Hindu. 

“This Worlds is a very 
special for me for I finally 
got a medal at this level 
and I should cherish this 
for long,” said Praneeth. 

“Definitely, 

disappointing to lose this 
way in Worlds semifinal 
but credit to Momota for 
the way he played. He 
was on a different plane 
altogether,” the Indian 
said. 

“In the Olympic 
qualifying year for next 
year’s Tokyo Games, the 
bronze in Worlds should 
mean a lot to me,” he 
concluded. 


BCCI condoles Jaitley’s demise 

Tributes pour in from former players and administrators 


Root digs deep to keep Australia at bay 

England requires another 203 runs with seven wickets for victory 



Holding fort: Joe Root, unbeaten on 75 at stumps, is the key 
to England's chances of pulling off victory, -getty images 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The BCCI on Saturday con¬ 
doled the demise of Arun 
Jaitley, describing him a “re¬ 
markable statesman” and an 
“able and respected” cricket 
administrator. 

“A remarkable statesman, 
Jaitley was a passionate 
cricket follower and will al¬ 
ways be remembered as one 
of the most able and respect¬ 
ed cricket administrators,” 
BCCI said in a press release. 

The BCCI also lauded the 
former DDCA president for 
bringing in change in the 
State cricket’s administra¬ 
tion. 

“The BCCI shares the pain 
and grief of the Jaitley family 
and prays for the departed 
soul,” the Board said. 

Father figure 

Former India opener Gau- 
tam Gambhir said: “A father 
teaches u to speak but a fath¬ 
er figure teaches u to talk. A 
father teaches u to walk but 
a father figure teaches u to 
march on. A father gives u a 
name but a father figure 



Arun Jaitley. - pti 


gives u an identity. A part of 
me is gone with my Father 
Figure Shri Arun Jaitley Ji. 
RIP Sir,” Gambhir tweeted. 

Sports Minister Kiren Riji- 
ju termed it a personal loss. 
“Extremely saddened to 
learn the passing away of 
@arunjaitley ji. Arun ji was a 
brilliant lawyer and a great 
parliamentarian. He will be 
missed & remembered for 
his warmth & wit. My heart¬ 
felt condolences to his fami¬ 
ly and supporters,” Rijiju 
tweeted. 

“Shocked & saddened to 
hear about the passing away 


of Shri Arun Jaitley ji. He was 
always willing to help others. 
He took out his precious 
time back in 2006 when my 
father passed away to come 
to my home & pay his condo¬ 
lences. May his soul rest in 
peace,” Kohli tweeted. 

Also expressing their grief 
were Virender Sehwag, Shilc- 
har Dhawan, Yuvraj Singh, 
Mithali Raj and R. Ashwin, 
among others, through a se¬ 
ries of tweets. 

Special Correspondent re¬ 
ports from Mumbai 

Sanjay Patel, former BCCI 
secretary said: “One of the 
finest persons involved in 
the BCCI administration. He 
was a great trouble shooter. 
When my name was suggest¬ 
ed for BCCI secretary’s post 
and when I was reluctant he 
told me that in crisis one 
should not run away. 

Ratnakar Shetty, former 
BCCI Jt. secretary and CAO 
and GM, Game Development 
said: “Jaitley was the BCCI 
vice-president for five years. 
His advice and guidance was 
always sought on different 
matters. His contribution as 


member of the IPL GC in the 
formative years was impor¬ 
tant. He was a part of the 
BCCI disciplinary committee 
that found Lalit Modi guilty. 

“Unfortunately he was not 
a part of the BCCI when the 
Justice Lodha Committee 
was constituted because he 
would have certainly given 
proper advice. It was he who 
advised Shashank Manohar 
to become the president 
again in 2015. 

Sports Reporter reports 
from Chennai 

Former BCCI president N. 
Srinivasan condoled the de¬ 
mise of Jaitley on Saturday. 

“Shri Arun Jaitley’s pass¬ 
ing away leaves a void diffi¬ 
cult to fill. Not only was he a 
great lawyer and a successful 
finance minister, he was al¬ 
so, through his abiding inter¬ 
est in cricket, a stalwart of 
the BCCI for over two de¬ 
cades. A personal friend, I 
shall miss him,” said Sriniva¬ 
san. 

The Tamil Nadu Cricket 
Association and other State 
associations also condoled 
the demise. 


THE ASHES 


IANS 

LEEDS 

Captain Joe Root ensured 
England did not repeat its 
first innings collapse. With 
an unbeaten 75 he ensured 
the host had a chance at re¬ 
demption. At the end of day 
three of the third Ashes Test 
at Headingley, England was 
156 for three. Giving Root 
company was Ben Stokes 
who faced 50 balls for just 
two runs. Earlier, Joe Denly 
and Root put on 126 runs for 
the third wicket. 

Pat Cummins and Josh Ha- 
zlewood dismissed the En¬ 
gland openers within the 
first seven overs of the in¬ 
nings. Rory Burns’ jab off the 
last ball of the sixth over end¬ 
ed up flying to the razor 
sharp David Warner at first 
slip. 

In the next over, Jason 
Roy’s horror run as En¬ 
gland’s Test opener conti¬ 
nued when he was left clue¬ 
less to a snorter from Pat 
Cummins and lost his off 


stump. Roy was dismissed 
for eight. 

It looked like England 
might be in for another col¬ 
lapse but Root and Denly 
managed to stem the rot. Ha- 
zlewood and Cummins con¬ 
sistently tried to get an edge 
off the pair but the two dug 
in and that meant that Aus¬ 
tralia got only two wickets 
from the session. 

Earlier, it was a decent 
start to the morning session 
for the English bowlers as 
they picked up the remain¬ 
ing four wickets for 75 runs. 
Marnus Labuschagne stole 
the show with a gritty 80 off 
187 balls. 


SCOREBOARD 


Australia - 1st innings: 179. 
England - 1st innings: 67. 
Australia - 2nd innings: Marcus 
Harris b Leach 19, David Warner 
Ibw b Broad 0, Usman Khawaja c 
Roy b Woakes 23, Marnus Labus¬ 
chagne run out 80, Travis Head 
b Stokes 25, Matthew Wade c 
Bairstow b Stokes 33, Tim Paine 
c Denly b Broad 0, James Pattin- 
son c Root b Archer 20, Pat 
Cummins c Burns b Stokes 6, 


Nathan Lyon b Archer 9, Josh 
Hazlewood (not out) 4; Extras 
(b-5, lb-13, nb-7, w-2): 27; Total 
(in 75.2 overs): 246. 

Fall of wickets: 1 -10, 2-36,3-52, 
4-97,5-163, 6-164,7-215, 8-226, 

9- 237. 

England bowling: Archer 14-2- 
40-2, Broad 16-2-52-2, Woakes 

10- 1-34-1, Leach 11-0-46-1, 
Stokes 24.2-7-56-3. 

England - 2nd innings: Rory 


Burns c Warner b Hazlewood 7, 
Jason Roy b Cummins 8, Joe 
Root (batting) 75, Joe Denly c 
Paine b Hazlewood 50, Ben 
Stokes (batting) 2; Extras (b- 4, 
lb-6, nb-1, w-3): 14; Total (for 
three wkts. in 72 overs): 156. 

Fall of wickets: 1-15, 2-15, 3-141. 
Australia bowling: Cummins 15- 
3-33-1, Hazlewood 18-6-35-2, 
Lyon 21-3-42-0, Pattinson 13-3- 
23-0, Labuschagne 5-0-13-0. 


Liverpool dispatches Arsenal yet again thanks to a Salah brace 



Palace ambushes toothless United; Lampard earns first win as Chelsea boss 


EURO LEAGUES 


REUT ERS 

LIVERPOOL 

Liverpool made it three wins 
out of three as Mohamed Sa¬ 
lah scored twice in a convinc¬ 
ing 3-1 victory over Arsenal 
on Saturday to take control at 
the top of the Premier 
League. 

Arsenal had won its open¬ 
ing two games and the Gun¬ 
ners’ record signing, winger 
Nicolas Pepe, could have 
opened the scoring three 
times as he threatened on 
the counter-attack. 

Yet four minutes before 
the break, the European 
champion, who dominated 


the early possession, broke 
the deadlock with Joel Matip 
rising to power home a head¬ 
er from a Trent Alexander- 
Arnold corner. 

Liverpool doubled its lead 
just four minutes after the 
restart as David Luiz blatant¬ 
ly pulled Salah’s shirt in the 
box and the Egyptian ham¬ 
mered home the resulting 
spot kick. 

Luiz’s bad day continued 
when he was left for dead by 
Salah, who burst goalwards 
and then superbly buried the 
ball in the far bottom corner 
to make it 3-0. 

Earlier, a stoppage-time 
goal by defender Patrick van 
Aanholt gave Crystal Palace a 
memorable 2-1 win at Man¬ 


chester United. 

Van Aanholt powered a 
shot past United keeper Da¬ 
vid De Gea following a how¬ 
ler by Paul Pogba after Daniel 
James scored in the 89th mi¬ 
nute to cancel out a first-half 
opener by Jordan Ayew. 

Ayew scored against the 
run of play in the 32nd mi¬ 
nute as Palace punished Un¬ 
ited’s lack of creativity in 
midfield and bite up front, 
with Marcus Rashford mis¬ 
sing a 70th-minute penalty 
for the home side. 

Frank Lampard celebrat¬ 
ed his first victory as Chelsea 
manager with Tammy Abra¬ 
ham’s double inspiring their 

3-2 win over Norwich City in 
a pulsating encounter at Car- 


row Road. 

The results: 

Premier League: Norwich 2 
(Cantwell 6, Pukki 31) lost to 
Chelsea 3 (Abraham 3, 68, 
Mount 17); Brighton 0 lost to 
Southampton 2 (Djenepo 55, 
Redmond 90+1); Manchester 
United 1 (James 89) lost to 
Crystal Palace 2 (Ayew 32, Van 
Aanholt 90+3); Sheffield United 
1 (McBurnie 62) lost to Leices¬ 
ter 2 (Vardy 38, Barnes 70); 
Watford 1 (Gray 17) lost to West 
Ham 3 (Noble 3-pen, Haller 64, 
73). 

Liverpool 3 (Matip 41, Salah 
49-p, 58) bt Arsenal 1 (Torreira 
85). 

La Liga: Levante 2 (Marti 68-p, 
73-p) bt Villarrreal 1 (Moreno 
3). 

Serie A: Parma 0 lost to Juven- 
tusl (Chiellini 21). 


Bundesliga: Fortuna Duessel- 
dorf 1 (Morales 82) lost to Bayer 
Leverkusen 3 (Baker 6-og, 
Aranguiz 33, Bellarabi 39); 
Mainz 1 (Quaison 18) lost to Bo- 
russia Monchengladbach 3 
(Lainer 31, Plea 78, Embolo 79); 
Augsburg 1 (Vargas 59) drew 
with Union Berlin 1 (Andersson 
80); Paderborn 1 (Mamba 3) 
lost to Freiburg 3 (Waldschmidt 
21-pen, Petersen 40, Kwon 
90+1); Hoffenheim 3 (Bicakcic 
54, Bebou 59, Kaderabek 87) bt 
Werder Bremen 2 (Fuellkrug 42, 
Osako 81). 

Schalke 0 lost to Bayern 
Munich 3 (Lewandowski 20-p, 
50, 75). 

Friday: Premier League: Aston 
Villa 2 (Wesley 22, El Ghazi 
90+5) bt Everton 0. 

La Liga: Granada 0 lost to Sevil¬ 
la 1 (Jordan 52). 
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Kalsi’s century keeps India Red afloat 

Pathania and Saxena share seven wickets between them for India Blue 


Draws keep 
Anand in 
joint lead 


Velavan ousts Zaveri, 
to play Rutvik 


DULEEP TROPHY 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

A marathon knock from An- 
kit Kalsi (106,345b, 8x4) kept 
India Red afloat on the se¬ 
cond day of its Duleep Tro¬ 
phy encounter against India 
Blue at Alur grounds here on 
Saturday. 

India Red, on the back of 
Kalsi’s century and a 77-ball 
50 from Ishan Kishan, made 
285 in its first essay. In reply, 
India Blue moved to 74 for 
three. 

Kalsi displayed tremen¬ 
dous patience and tempera¬ 
ment during the course of 
his 466-minute vigil at the 
crease. The southpaw pre¬ 
sented a dead, straight bat to 
anything on the stumps, and 
carefully drove the over¬ 
pitched stuff all along the 
ground. 

The Himachal Pradesh 
batsman was in danger of 
missing his hundred, when 
he was left with only last 
man Avesh Khan for compa¬ 
ny. A thick inside edge off 
pacer Diwesh Pathania, ho¬ 
wever, gave Kalsi the three 
runs needed to reach the 
three-figure mark. The 25- 
year-old, who racked up the 
runs in the 2018-19 Ranji Tro¬ 
phy season, was the last man 
to go, edging one from off- 
spinner Jalaj Saxena to Rutu- 
raj Gaikwad. Gaikwad had gi¬ 
ven Kalsi a reprieve on 34, 
when he put down a regula¬ 
tion chance at slip. 


TV PICKS 


BWF World Tour: Star 
Sports 1 (SD & HD), 3.30 
p.m.; SS Select 2 (SD & HD), 
4.30 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.15 p.m. & 8.30 p.m. 
Premier League: SS Select 1 
(SD & HD), 6.15 p.m., 8.40 
p.m. 

Bundesliga: SS Select 2 (SD 
& HD), 6.50 p.m., 9.15 p.m. 
Serie A: Sony Ten 2 (SD & 
HD), 9.30 p.m., 12.15 a.m. 
(Monday); Sony ESPN (SD & 
HD), 12.15 a.m. 

Czech open TT: SS Select 2 
(SD & HD), 1.30 p.m. 

West Indies vs India: 1st 

Test, day 4, Sony Ten 1 & 3 
(SD & HD), 7 p.m. 

The Ashes: 3rd Test, day 4, 
Sony Six (SD & HD), 3.30 p.m. 
Sri Lanka vs New Zealand: 
2nd Test, day 4, Sony ESPN 
(SD& HD), 9.30 a.m. 



Dwight Howard 
joining Lakers 


LOS ANGELES 

Eight-time NBA All-Star 
Dwight Howard is joining the 
Los Angeles Lakers on a 
one-year deal after being 
bought out of his contract 
with the Memphis Grizzlies, 
multiple reports said Friday. 
Howard, 33, agreed terms 
with the Lakers after meeting 
with team management on 
Thursday following a workout 
with players and coaches. It 
will mark Howard's second 
stint with the Lakers 
following a season with the 
team in 2012-2013. AFP 



Australia hoopsters post 
first-ever win over USA 


MELBOURNE 

San Antonio Spurs' guard 
Patty Mills, in pic., sank a 
game-high 30 points as 
Australia beat USA for the 
first time ever on Saturday, 
stunning the basketball World 
champion 98-94 in a huge 
upset. Andrew Bogut added 
16 points with nine rebounds 
and four assists while Joe 
Ingles scored 15 and seven 
assists in front of 52,079 fans 
- the biggest ever crowd to 
watch a game of hoops in 
Australia. Boston's Kemba 
Walker led USA with 22 points 
off the bench, but it wasn't 
enough to prevent a rare 
defeat for Gregg Popovich's 
World No.1 team in a massive 
wake-up call ahead of the 
World Cup in China from Aug. 
31. AFP 




Marathon: Ankit Kalsi displayed tremendous patience and temperament during his knock of 106. ■ file photo 


Karun Nair, on 92 over¬ 
night, fell one run short of 
what would have been his 
maiden first-class century in 
two years. Left-arm spinner 
Saurabh Kumar drew Karun 
out of his crease, and wicket¬ 
keeper Snell Patel whipped 
off the bails to get him 
stumped. 

Twin strikes 

Services speedster Pathania 
(four for 55) and Saxena 


(three for 57) starred for In¬ 
dia Blue. Pathania brought 
the game to life in the after¬ 
noon session when he took 
out the dangerous Kishan 
and Axar Patel (0) off succes¬ 
sive balls. While Kishan’s en¬ 
tertaining 50 ended with a 
lazy waft outside off, Axar 
lost his stumps to an inswing¬ 
ing beauty. 

Saxena toiled hard, keep¬ 
ing a tight line and length. 
His pace variations troubled 


the batsmen no end, and was 
unlucky to have not gotten a 
better return. 

India Blue did not have a 
good time with the bat, as 
left-arm seamer Jaydev Un- 
adlcat dismissed Snell Patel 
(0) and Shubman Gill (9) 
cheaply. Gaikwad made a 
fluent 37, before fast Avesh 
Khan managed to induce a 
nick late in the day. 

Play was affected by inter¬ 
mittent showers, which 


caused a couple of short de¬ 
lays. The ground, equipped 
with a good drainage system, 
coped with the rain well. 

The action was extended 
till 6 p.m. to make up for lost 
time. 

The scores: India Red 285 in 124 
overs (Ankit Kalsi 106, Karun 
Nair 99, Ishan Kishan 50, Di¬ 
wesh Pathania four for 55, Jalaj 
Saxena three for 57) vs India 
Blue 74 for three in 24 overs 
(Ruturaj Gaikwad 37). 


SINQUEFIELD CUP 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

SAINT LOUIS (USA) 

Draws on all boards kept 
the leaderboard intact with 
Viswanathan Anand shar¬ 
ing the lead with two oth¬ 
ers after six rounds of Sin- 
quefield Cup chess 
tournament here on Fri¬ 
day. 

With five rounds to go, 
Anand was in the company 
of second seed Fabiano Ca- 
ruana and third seed Ding 
Liren at 3.5 points. 

Safe play 

After the action resumed 
following a day of rest, the 
players chose to play it 
safe. 

Anand and Anish Giri 
were involved in an equal 
battle in Sicilian Defence. 

The players battled till 
the last pawn was off the 
board on the 54th move. 
The results: 

Sixth round: Viswanathan 
Anand (3.5) drew with Anish 
Giri (Ned, 2.5). 

Fabiano Caruana (USA, 3.5) 
drew with Maxime Vachier- 
Lagrave (Fra, 3). 

Ian Nepomniachtchi (Rus, 
3) drew with Ding Liren (Chn, 

3.5) ; Sergey Karjakin (Rus, 3) 
drew with Levin Aronian 
(Arm, 2.5). 

Shakhriyar Mamedyarov 
(Aze, 3) drew with Wesley So 
(USA, 3). 

Hikaru Nakamura (USA, 

2.5) drew with Magnus Carl- 
sen (Nor, 3). 


Latham leads New Zealand’s riposte 

Dhananjaya de Silva’s century takes Sri Lankans to 244 


KIWIS IN SL 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOMBO 

A sparkling century by Tom 
Latham powered New Zea¬ 
land’s first innings reply after 
Sri Lanka posted 244 on day 
three of the rain-hit second 
Test in Colombo on 
Saturday. 

Latham, on 111, put togeth¬ 
er an unbeaten 70-run stand 
with B.J. Watling, on 25, to 
thwart the Sri Lankan bow¬ 
ling attack that had made 


SCOREBOARD 


Sri Lanka: D. Karunaratne c 
Watling b Southee 65, L. 
Thirimanne c Williamson b 
Somerville 2, K. Mendis c Wat¬ 
ling b de Grandhomme 32, A. 
Mathews c Watling b Boult 2, K. 
Perera Lbw b Boult 0, D. de Silva 
b Boult 109, N. Dickwella c 
Watling b Southee 0, D. Perera 
lbw b Ajaz 13, S. Lakmal c Wat¬ 
ling b Southee 10, L. Embu- 
Ideniya lbw b Southee 0, L. Ku- 
mara (not out) 5; Extras (b-1, 
lb-2, nb-3): 6; Total (in 90.2 
overs): 244. 

Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-79, 3- 
93, 4-93, 5-130, 6-130, 7-171, 
8-214, 9-224. 

New Zealand bowling: Boult 


early inroads into the Kiwi 
batting. 

The tourists were 196 for 
four at stumps, still trailing 
Sri Lanka by 48 runs. 

Earlier Dhananjaya de Sil¬ 
va made 109 to lift Sri Lanka 
after it resumed the day on 
144 for six following its deci¬ 
sion to bat first. 

Key wickets 

But Latham made the day his 
own as he registered his 10th 
Test hundred - fourth 
against Sri Lanka - to hold 
the New Zealand innings af- 


22.2-6-75-3, Southee 29-7- 
63-4, De Grandhomme 17-3- 
35-1, Somerville 6-3-20-1, Ajaz 
16-4-48-1 

New Zealand: J. Raval c de Silva 
b D. Perera 0, T. Latham (bat¬ 
ting) 111, K. Williamson c 
Mendis b Kumara 20, R. Taylor c 
de Silva b Embuldeniya 23, H. 
Nicholls c de Silva b D. Perera 
15, B.J. Watling (batting) 25; 
Extras (lb-1, w-1): 2; Total (for 
four wkts., in 62 overs): 196. 
Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-34, 3-84, 
4-126. 

Sri Lanka bowling: D. Perera 
25-3-76-2, de Silva 4-1-8-0, 
Lakmal 4-1-9-0, Kumara 11-0- 
44-1, Embuldeniya 18-1-58-1. 


ter it lost key wickets includ¬ 
ing skipper Kane Williamson 
for 20. Latham combined 
the right dose of caution and 
aggression as he hit 10 boun¬ 
daries in his 184-ball stay at 
the wicket so far. 

Off-spinner Dilruwan Per¬ 
era opened the bowling for 
Sri Lanka and claimed two 
wickets, dismissing opener 
Jeet Raval, for nought, and 
Henry Nicholls, for 15. 

Paceman Suranga Lakmal 
sent Williamson trudging 


back to the pavilion after the 
batsman edged an away-go¬ 
ing delivery to be caught at 
second slip. 

Partnership broken 

Latham and Ross Taylor, 
who made 23, tried to steady 
the innings by putting to¬ 
gether 50 runs before left- 
arm spinner Lasith Embul¬ 
deniya broke the partner¬ 
ship. Embuldeniya drew 
Taylor out of his crease only 
for the batsman to edge the 


ball to slip. 

Sri Lanka’s wicketkeeper 
Niroshan Dickwella had to 
leave the field after damag¬ 
ing the little finger of his left 
hand while attempting a 
catch off a Kumara delivery. 

In the morning session, 
De Silva moved from his 
overnight 32 to complete his 
fifth Test century. 

Kiwi quick Tim Southee 
took four wickets while pace 
partner Trent Boult got 
three. 



Sweeping success: Tom Latham combined the right dose of caution and aggression as he hit 10 
boundaries in his stay so far. -ap 


Saidan Secondary School, Kolasib makes merry 


SUBROTO CUP 


new delhi Hat-tricks by F. 
Lalthlamuana and Hun Ma- 
wa helped Saidan Secondary 
School, Kolasib, Mizoram de¬ 
feat KV Maithon Dam, Ran¬ 
chi 10-0 in a Pool E match of 
the Subroto Cup internation¬ 
al football tournament here. 

In Pool A, Ajay Mondal’s 
hat-trick helped Reliance 


Foundation School, Mumbai 
beat Pathways World School, 
Gurugram 11-0. 

The results: Pool A: Reliance 
Foundation School, Mumbai 11 
(Ajay Mondal 3, Srijal Rai 2, Al- 
winson Barch 2, Rapgay Lepcha, 
Mihir Mohite, Neil Sidarshan, Sa- 
nathoi Singh) bt Pathways World 
School 0. Pool B: Estiqlal 
School, Afghanistan 8 (Firdous 
Haidar 3, Rehman Hamid, Rashid 
Nazari, Hafizullah Abdullah, Ra¬ 


him Shah, Mukhtar Nazari bt 
Ramkrishna Mission Vivekanand 
Vidyapeeth, Narayanpur, Chattis- 
garh 1 (Rajesh). 

Pool C: Greenwood School, Di- 
mapur, Nagaland 5 (Akito 2, Ash- 
ish, Imti Kumba, Kipika Chishi) bt 
Vishvas Nav Sharda Public School 
(CBSE) 0. 

Pool D: Unique Model Academy, 
Imphal (E), Manipur 6 (Y. Monis 
2, S. Anaroy 2, K. Bijando, Ch. 
Akash) bt Our Lady Mount Car¬ 
mel School, Goa 0. 


Pool E: Tripura Sports School, 
Panisagar 3 (Rajib Singh, Kiren 
Kumar Reang, Nobokeshor 
Singh) bt YSR Sports School, Ka- 
dapa 0.; Saidan Secondary 
School, Kolasib, Mizoram 10 (F. 
Lalthlamuana 3, Hun Mawa 3, 
Lalkamdinmawia 2, Lalrimluan- 
gla 2) bt KV Maithon Dam, Ran¬ 
chi 0. 

Pool F: Maharana Pratap Sports 
College, Dehradunl (Priyesh) bt 
NCCNERO. 

Pool G: Betkuchi High School, 


Guwahati 7 (Saityajit Bay 3, Hari 
Rabha 2, Mintu Barman 2) bt Sai- 
nik School, Rajapara 0. 

Govt. Orient Higher Secon¬ 
dary School, Edathanathukara, 
Kerala 4 (H. Haokip, H. Tuboi, I. 
Nongdomba, Arishkan) bt Tilaiya 
Sainik School, Jharkhand 0 

Pool H: Brajboomi International 
School, Gujarat 6 (Karan Adnani 
3, Prajwal Awasthi2, Satyam 
Chauhan) bt The Sanskaar Valley 
School, Bhopal 1 (Shiv FF Nivas). 


PSA CHALLENGER 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GREATER NOIDA 

Velavan Senthilkumar 
knocked out fourth seed Aa- 
dit Zaveri 11-7, 12-10, 11-8 in 
the pre-quarterfinals of the 
$12,000 HCL PSA Challen¬ 
ger squash tournament at 
the Jaypee Greens Sports 
Complex on Saturday. 

In the quarterfinals, Vela¬ 
van will play Rutvik Rau 
who beat the seventh seed 
Chua Man Chin of Singapore 
in straight games. 

Yash Fadte accounted for 
fifth seed Abhishek Pradhan 
in four games to set up a 
quarterfinal against third 
seed Ammar Altamimi of 
Kuwait. 

Abhishek Agarwal fought 
his way past Mohd. Farez Iz- 
wan of Malaysia 9-11,11-5,12- 
10, 5-11,11-7 to meet second 
seed Aditya Jagtap in the 
quarterfinals. 

Top seed Vilcram Malho- 
tra warmed up with a win 
over Sandeep Ramachan- 
dran after a bye in the first 
round. 

In the women’s $6,000 
event, eighth seed Sanya 
Vats, went down fighting 10- 
12 in the fifth game to com¬ 
patriot Ananya Dabke. 

Tanvi Khanna, Sachika 
Balvani and Sunayna Kuru- 


villa were the other Indian 
players to reach the quarter¬ 
finals. Top seed Farida Mo- 
hamed led three other 
players from Egypt, Hana 
Moataz, Menna Hamed and 
Salma Youssef, into the 
quarterfinals. 

The results (pre-quarterfi- 
nals): Men: Aditya Jagtap bt 
Hasanain Dakheel (Irq) 11-7, 3- 

11.11- 6,11-6; Abhishek Agar¬ 
wal bt Mohd. Farez Izwan 
(Mas) 9-11, 11-5, 12-10, 5-11, 
11-7; Yash Fadte bt Abhishek 
Pradhan 11-6, 6-11,11-9,11-4; 
Ammar Altamimi (Kuw) bt Vi¬ 
kas Mehra 11-4,11-3,11-4; Ve¬ 
lavan Senthilkumar bt Aadit 
Zaveri 11-7,12-10,11-8; Rutvik 
Rau bt Chua Man Chin (Sgp) 11- 

9.11- 6, 12-10; Robert Andrew 
Garcia (Phi) bt Chua Man Tong 
(Sgp) 11-8,11-8,13-11; Vikram 
Malhotra bt Sandeep Rama- 
chandran 11-7,11-8,11-5. 

Women: Farida Mohamed 
(Egy) bt Urwashi Joshi 13-11, 
11-3,11-5; Hana Moataz (Egy) 
bt Megha Bhatia 11-8, 11-2, 
11-3; Ananya Dabke bt Sanya 
Vats 11-6, 2-11,11-6,10-12,12- 
10; Menna Hamed (Egy) bt 
Abhisheka Shannon 11-5,11-1, 
11-2; Sunanya Kuruvilla bt 
Aishwarya Khubchandani 11-8, 
11-3, 11-6; Sachika Balvani bt 
Aparajitha Balamurukan 11-8, 
11-5, 11-6; Tanvi Khanna bt 
Amita Gondi (US) 11-7, 11-4, 
11-4; Salma Youssef (Egy) bt 
Sanika Choudhari 11-2, 11-7, 
11 - 8 . 


ATK signs two domestic 
players, retains three 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

ATK on Saturday an¬ 
nounced the signing of two 
domestic players, Dheeraj 
Singh Moirangthem and 
Sehnaj Singh. 

Dheeraj, 19, a goalkeeper, 
has been signed for five 
years, while Sehnaj, a mid¬ 
fielder, has been roped in 
for a year. 

Dheeraj is best known for 
his brilliant performance at 
the 2017 FIFA U-17 World 
Cup held in the country. 

After the tournament, he 
played for Indian Arrows in 
the I-League and represent¬ 
ed Kerala Blasters in 
2018-19. 

Experience 

Young Sehnaj, who came 
through the Gurdaspur 


Football Academy and the 
Chandigarh Football Acade¬ 
my, also played for Arrows 
and then for Mohun Bagan 
in 2014-15, when the club 
emerged the I-League 
champion. 

Later, Sehnaj played for 
ISL sides Delhi Dynamos 
Mumbai City FC. 

Contracts renewed 

Meanwhile, the contracts of 
Lalhmangaihsanga Ralte, 
Arindam Bhattacharya and 
Komal Thatal have been re¬ 
newed by ATK. 

Ralte has been retained 
for a year, Bhattacharya for 
three years and Thatal for 
two years. 

Head coach Antonio Lo¬ 
pez Habas will begin the 
training of the squad from 
September 2. 


BFC signs Augusto 
from Chennaiyin 

Becomes BFC’s sixth foreigner 


SPOR TS REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

Reigning ISL champion Ben¬ 
galuru FC (BFC) has signed 
midfielder Raphael Augusto 
from Chennaiyin FC on a 
two-year deal, the club an¬ 
nounced on Saturday. 

The 28-year-old Brazilian 
played 68 times for Chen¬ 
naiyin across four seasons 
and won two ISL titles. He 
was the standout player in 
Chennaiyin’s victory over 
BFC in the 2018 final in Ben¬ 
galuru. 

“I am very happy to sign 
for Bengaluru FC,” Augusto 
said. “Bengaluru has a very 
good coach, a good set of 
players and some amazing 
fans and I’m sure all of us to¬ 
gether can win more titles. I 
want to thank all fans and 
supporters [in Chennai].” 



Augusto. -FILEPHOTO 


Augusto becomes BFC’s 
sixth foreigner and will join 
a midfield that includes Erik 
Paartalu, Dimas Delgado 
and Eugeneson Lyngdoh. 

“We’re all aware of, and 
have seen the kind of talent 
he possesses,” said BFC 
coach Carles Cuadrat of Au¬ 
gusto. “The onus is now on 
us to get the best out of an 
exceptional player.” 


Double for Little Angels 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Little Angels Senior Secon¬ 
dary School won both the se¬ 
nior boys and senior girls tit¬ 
les in the second DDA 
inter-school tennis tourna¬ 
ment organised by the Team 
Tennis Academy at the Siri 
Fort Sports Complex on 
Saturday. 

Karan and Lakshay helped 
the Little Angels boys team to 
a 2-0 victory over Bal Bharati 
Public School, Pitampura, in 
the final. 

In the senior girls final, 
Rupal and Khushi helped Lit¬ 
tle Angels to a 2-0 victory ov¬ 
er Ajanta Public School, as 


they won their singles match¬ 
es against Mansi Sharma and 
Ananya Kumar respectively. 

Modern School, Vasant Vi- 
har, beat Modern School, Ba- 
rakhamba Road, 2-1 in the 
middle school girls’ final. 

The results: Senior boys: Little 
Angels Senior Secondary School 
bt Bal Bharati Public School, Pi¬ 
tampura 2-0 (Karan bt Dush- 
yant 6-3; Lakshay bt Ashish 
6-4). 

Middle school boys: DPS, Noi- 
da, bt Air Force Bal Bharati 
School, Lodhi Road, 2-0 
(Mayank bt Viraj 6-4; Rushil 
Khosla bt Haresh 6-0). 

Junior boys: DPS, Vasant Kunj, 
bt Bal Bharati Public School, Pi¬ 
tampura, 2-1 (Kushagra bt De- 


vansh 15-7; Divyansh lost to 
Shaurya 9-15; Kushagra & Di¬ 
vyansh bt Devansh & Shaurya 
16-14). 

Senior girls: Little Angels Se¬ 
nior Secondary School bt Ajanta 
Public School 2-0 (Rupal bt 
Mansi Sharma 6-2; Khushi bt 
Ananya Kumar 6-2). 

Middle school girls: Modern 
School, Vasant Vihar, bt Modern 
School, Barakhamba Road, 2-1 
(Raviya Suri lost to Mriganka 
1-6; Kinjal Singh bt Mahi 6-1; 
Raviya Suri & Kinjal Singh bt 
Mriganka & Ojasvini 6-4). 

Junior girls: Bal Bharati Public 
School, Pitampura, bt The Air 
Force School, Subroto Park, 2-0 
(Silvia Jindal bt Snigda 15-3; Ti- 
sya Tuteja bt Dhani 15-6). 






Great show: Little Angels School which won both the senior boys' and girls' titles in the 
DDA inter-school tennis tournament, -special arrangement 




Firtulescu 

forCFC 

chennai: Chennaiyin FC on 
Saturday announced the 
signing of the 30-year-old 
Romanian winger Dragos 
Firtulescu on a free transf¬ 
er for the 2019-20 season. 
Dragos last featured for 
Bulgarian top-tier side FC 
Dunav 2010 Ruse. 

“I’m very happy to sign 
with the two-time Indian 
Super League (ISL) cham¬ 
pion Chennaiyin FC. I wish 
to taste success and create 
lasting memories with the 
club here. I’ll work hard 
and prove that I’m worthy 
of wearing the colours of 
this club.” 



A ND-NDE 
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Joseph’s double lands Gokulam the title 

Bagan left to rue a raft of missed opportunities before a scrappy end to the encounter 



Yippee! Gokulam Kerala players celebrate their titile triumph with great gusto. ■ rajeev bhatt 


DURAND CUP 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICO L KATA 

Captain Marcus Joseph’s bril¬ 
liant brace propelled Goku¬ 
lam Kerala FC to a thrilling 
2-1 win over Mohun Bagan 
and its maiden Durand Cup 
title at the Salt Lake Stadium 
here on Saturday. 

In a high-voltage final, 
GKFC thwarted a late chal¬ 
lenge from Bagan to be the 
second club from Kerala to 
win the crown - the I.M. Vi- 
jayan-led FC Kochi was the 
first to claim the title in 1997. 

GKFC gave a good account 
of its organised approach to 
gain the upper hand in the 
opening half. 

The touring side exhibited 
solidity at the back, under 
the command of Trinidadian 
Andre Ettienne, and some 
well-crafted moves, ably led 
by Joseph, upfront. 

Golden chance 

Sebastian Thangmuansang 
had a golden chance in the 
sixth minute, but his left-foo¬ 
ter was too weak to beat Ba¬ 
gan custodian Debjit 
Majumder. 

Amid tough tackles, Bagan 
managed some free-kicks 
and corners but hardly came 
close to scoring a goal. 


Francis Morante’s 17th mi¬ 
nute header went wide, 
while Joseba Beitia’s 22nd 
minute long ranger sailed ov¬ 
er the bar. 


GKFC used its left wing, 
manned by the agile Ma- 
lemnganba Meitei, and some 
aerial balls to threaten the 
Bagan citadel. 


It came close to grabbing 
the lead twice. Meitei’s fine 
cross for Henry Kisekka was 
neutralised by Debjit in the 
19th minute and Joseph’s 


26th minute cross from the 
left did not find a taker owing 
to confusion between Mo¬ 
hammed Rashid and Kisek¬ 
ka. 


Dabang Delhi pips Bengaluru Bulls 



Slipping through: A Delhi Dabang raider looks to escape the clutches of Bengaluru Bulls' 
defence, -specialarrangement 


PKL 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Host Dabang Delhi on Satur¬ 
day notched up a thrilling 33- 
31 win over defending cham¬ 
pion Bengaluru Bulls in the 
first match of the Delhi leg of 
the ProKabaddi League Sea¬ 
son 7 at the Thyagaraj Sports 
Complex here. 

IN another match Telugu 
Titans beat Jaipur Pink 
Panthers 24-21. 

Naveen Kumar was the 
star for the Delhi side who 
trailed for most parts of the 
match but inflicted a crucial 
all-out in the final minutes on 
the Bulls to walk away with 
all the points. 

Bengaluru Bulls started 
the match on the front foot, 
racing to a 5-0 lead, with Pa- 
wan Sehrawat flying high. 
The Bulls piled on the pres¬ 
sure, backed by their de¬ 
fence, to inflict the first All- 


Out of the match on Dabang 
Delhi in the 11th minute and 
open a gap of six points. 

The defending champions 
continued to dominate with 


its defence, manned by Ma- 
hender Singh and Saurabh 
Nandal, thwarting all the 
raiders who came in their 
territory. The first half ended 


19-11 in favour of Bulls. 

The league’s top raider, 
Pawan Sehrawat started the 
second half with the same in¬ 
tensity, rushing to his Super 


10 (10 raid points) within six 
minutes of resumption as the 
Bulls maintained their pres¬ 
sure on Delhi. 

The home team brought 
in Meraj Sheykh to add an ex¬ 
tra dimension to its raids and 
the Iranian picked up bonus 
points to keep Debang in the 
game as the match edged 
closer to the final whistle. 

Three points by Naveen 
Kumar in two successive 
raids with five minutes re¬ 
maining in the match helped 
him reach a Super 10 and 
make it a one-point game. 

The aggressive strategy 
saw Delhi force an all-out on 
Bulls with 3 minutes remain¬ 
ing to take the lead. 

But Pawan Sehwarat’s 
two-point raid tied the 
match once again with just a 
minute remaining. 

Delhi then pulled off an 
important tackle in the final 
minute to win the first match 
of its home leg. 


Serena Williams chases a record 24th Grand Slam 

Faces Sharapova in opener; Big Three ‘almost impossible’ to beat in the men’s section 



No big deal: Top seed Naomi Osaka has said that last year's acrimonious final will not stop her 
from watching the high-profile Serena Williams vs Maria Sharapova clash, -ap 


us OPEN 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
REUT ERS 

NEW YORK 

Serena Williams has the US 
Open spotlight as she chases 
tennis history, but a host of 
Grand Slam winners and 
high-ranked rivals are also 
taking aim at the title. 

The 37-year-old American 
will be the focus of attention 
when the Flushing Meadows 
fortnight begins on Monday 
with her first-round night 
match against Russian Maria 
Sharapova the most antici¬ 
pated of the women’s 
openers. 

“Of course I’m going to 
watch it,” said top-seeded 
defending champion Naomi 
Osaka, who beat Williams in 
last year’s final. “I think eve¬ 
ryone in New York is going to 
watch it.” 

Williams will try to cap¬ 
ture her 24th Grand Slam 
singles title to match the all- 
time record set by Margaret 
Court. 

The wannabes 

Ashleigh Barty, Naomi Osa¬ 
ka, Simona Halep and Czech 
third seed Karolina Pliskova, 
seeking her first Slam title, 
are among the foes trying to 
deny Williams yet again in a 
quest she insists doesn’t 
dominate her thoughts. 

Roger Federer, Rafa Nadal 
and Novak Djokovic have en¬ 
joyed years-long strangle¬ 
hold on Grand Slam titles 
and that dominance is un¬ 
likely to end at the U.S. Open 
where a cast of hopefuls will 
try to end their reign. 

The ‘Big Three’ have com¬ 



bined to win each of the last 
11 Grand Slams, with Serb 
Djokovic having triumphed 
in four of the last five blue ri¬ 



band events and a popular 
pick to successfully defend 
his New York title despite be¬ 
ing dealt a tough draw. 



Top seed Djokovic will be¬ 
gin his title defence against 
Roberto Carballes Baena, 
and before a projected semi¬ 



final clash with five-time win¬ 
ner Federer could meet 
former champion Stan Waw- 
rinka or 2017 finalist Kevin 
Anderson in the fourth 
round. 

The threat 

One player who is widely 
considered a possible threat 
is Russian fifth seed Daniil 
Medvedev, who has proven 
to be the most in-form player 
in the lead-up to the U.S. 
Open and is Djokovic’s pro¬ 
jected quarterfinal oppo¬ 
nent. 

Federer, owner of a record 
20 Grand Slam titles, consid¬ 
ers himself in fine form des¬ 
pite a forgettable U.S. Open 
tune-up that consisted of a 
swift third-round upset in 
Cincinnati. 

Three-times champion 
Nadal, whose title defence at 
last year’s U.S. Open ended 
with him retiring from the 
semifinals with a knee injury, 
has also declared himself 
ready for battle. 



Nagal to face Federer in dream debut 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW YORK 

Sumit Nagal has earned 
himself a dream Grand 
Slam debut - he will face 
the legendary Roger 
Federer in the US Opening 
round on Monday. 

Nagal defeated Brazil’s 
Joao Menezes 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 
in the final qualifying 
round on Friday. 

The 22-year-old Indian 
has become only the fifth 


Indian after Somdev 
Dewarman, Yuki 
Bhambri, Saketh Myneni 
and Prajnesh 

Gunneswaran to feature in 
a Grand Slam singles main 
draw in this decade. 

Nagal was also only the 
sixth Indian to win a 
junior Grand Slam title 
when he won the 
Wimbledon boys’ doubles 
with Nam Hoang Ly of 
Vietnam in 2015. 


“It means a lot. 
Everyone dreams about 
this. I am super happy. I 
don’t even know what to 
say,” Nagal told PTI. 

“It will be a great 
opportunity to play Roger 
at Arthur Ashe stadium. 

It’s probably the best thing 
that could have happened. 

“I was hoping I get to 
play Roger someday. He is 
God of tennis, so yeah I 
am looking forward to it,” 


added Nagal. 

With Prajnesh also 
playing in this US Open, 
India now will have two 
players in the Grand Slam 
main draw for the first 
time since 1998 when 
Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi competed at 
Wimbledon. 

Prajnesh is set to clash 
with Cincinnati Masters 
winner and world No. 5 
Daniil Medvedev. 


Athletes find strange 
reasons to slap Nationals 

Is there another motive for this? 


GKFC gained the lead 
through a penalty at the 
stroke of half-time. In a clas¬ 
sic counter-attack, Joseph 
took forward a clearance and 
passed it on to Kisekka. The 
Ugandan was brought down 
by Debjit and Joseph con¬ 
verted the penalty. 

Solo run 

And soon after GKFC sur¬ 
vived a spirited attack from 
Suhair V.P., Joseph doubled 
the lead. Huidrom Nachoa 
Singh banked on Ashutosh 
Mehta’s lapse to feed Joseph 
and the Kerala captain ran 
solo for 25 yards before beat¬ 
ing a helpless Debjit in the 
51st minute. 

Bagan, nevertheless, 
maintained pressure and re¬ 
duced the margin in the 64th 
minute when Chamorro Sal- 
va headed in Beitia’s free- 
kick. GKFC keeper Ubaid 
fumbled and saw the ball roll 
into the net. 

The final 15 minutes wit¬ 
nessed madness of sorts - 
with Bagan missing plenty of 
chances, both teams in¬ 
volved in a heated exchange 
and each getting a red card - 
before GKFC laid its hands 
on the coveted trophy. 

The result: GKFC 2 (Joseph 
46-p, 51) bt Mohun Bagan 0. 

Anas, Hima 
finish on top 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

MLADA BOLESLAV (CZECH 
REPUBLIC) 

The venue might be the 
Czech Republic but the In¬ 
dian quartermilers ran 
against themselves in a 
meet here on Saturday 
with National record-hol¬ 
ders Muhammed Anas and 
Hima Das winning the 
men’s and women’s races. 

Anas clocked 45.57s 
while Hima came in with a 
time of 53.07s in the all-In¬ 
dian races. 

The results: 

400m: Men: 1. Muhammed 
Anas (45.57s), 2. Noah Nirmal 
Tom (45.75), 3. Amoj Jacob 
(46.43), 4. K.S. Jeevan 

(46.54), 5. M.P. Jabir (46.96), 
6. A. Dharun (47.34), 7. R. Mo¬ 
han Kumar (57.51). 

Women: 1. Hima Das (53.07s), 
2. V.K. Vismaya (53.11), 3. 
M.R. Poovamma (54.08), 4. V. 
Subha (54.29), 5. V.K. Salini 
(54.87), 6. R. Vithya (55.00). 


STAN RAYAN 

ICOCHI 

He had shocked the Asian 
Games champion triple jum¬ 
per Arpinder Singh for the 
Federation Cup gold in Patia¬ 
la early this year. But sur¬ 
prisingly, Youth Olympics 
bronze medallist Praveen 
Chithravel will miss the Na¬ 
tional inter-State athletics 
championships, a qualifica¬ 
tion meet for next month’s 
Doha Worlds, which begin in 
Lucknow on Tuesday. 

And a bit of confusion ap¬ 
pears be the reason behind 
the big miss. 

“The (national body) AFI 
had changed the rule recent¬ 
ly, if as a junior you partici¬ 
pate in a senior meet, you 
cannot compete in a junior 
meet any more. But the ju¬ 
nior meet is a qualification 
competition for next year’s 
under-20 Worlds,” said An¬ 
tony Yaich, the head coach 
of JSW’s Inspire Institute of 
Sports, near Ballari, where 
Chithravel trains. 

“So Praveen and woman 
high jumper Rubina Yadav, 
even if she is ready to jump 
1.85m, will not be taking part 
in the inter-State.” 

Only a proposal 

But the AFI has not intro¬ 
duced such a rule, it is just a 
proposal and the national 
federation has formed a 
committee to study it. 

When this was explained 
to Yaich, he said, “I am fine 
with that, the focus for Pra¬ 
veen and Rubina will be the 
junior Worlds.” 

Meanwhile D. Arivusel- 
vam, the country’s third best 
triple jumper last year (per¬ 
sonal best of 16.49m), has al¬ 
so decided to skip the inter¬ 
state to focus on next 
month’s Services meet in 
Pune. 

“I had to attend a few 
classes conducted by the Ar¬ 
my and so could not prepare 
properly; that’s why I’m not 
going to Lucknow. But I will 
go for the Services meet, it is 
more important for me,” 
said the Armyman from Ta¬ 
mil Nadu. 

Mohammed Salahuddin 
has progressed impressively 
this year and is now the 
country’s No. 1 triple jumper 
with his 16.64m at Almaty 
(Kazakhstan) but Yaich feels 
Arpinder is ready for a 17m 
jump in Lucknow and quali¬ 
fy for the Doha Worlds. 


I had to attend a few 
classes conducted 
by the Army and so 
could not prepare 
properly; that’s why 
I’m not going to 
Lucknow 

D. ARIVUSELVAM 

Also, a lot of promising 
triple jumpers currently ap¬ 
pear to be down with inju¬ 
ries or just recovering from 
them. 

UP’s Mohammed Zuber 
suffered a ligament tear after 
winning silver (16.21m) in Al¬ 
maty last month while Mah¬ 
arashtra's Jay Shah, the best 
athlete with his 16.36m jump 
at the varsities National last 
year, will also skip the inter¬ 
state after missing many 
training sessions following a 
heel injury. 

Meanwhile, Asian junior 
champion Kamal Raj, who 
was fifth in last year’s un¬ 
der-20 Worlds in Finland, is 
recovering from an injury. 

Ankle injury really? 

“I have a crack in the ankle, 
only if it is cured I can jump 
properly so I’ve decided not 
to go to Lucknow,” said the 
20-year-old. 

Surprisingly, that did not 
stop Raj from winning the 
all-India inter-Railway gold 
with a 15.49m effort in Pune 
the other day. 

Incidentally, there was no 
dope testing at the Railway 
meet. 

Another athlete, Rintu 
Mathew jolted Asian Games 
silver medallist V. Neena and 
won the women’s long jump 
gold in the Railway meet 
with a personal best of 
6.42m. That made Rintu the 
country’s best long jumper 
this year, but the Kerala- 
born athlete has also decid¬ 
ed to give Lucknow a miss. 

“I have been selected for 
the World Railway meet 
from September 10 in the 
Czech Republic and we have 
the camp in Delhi, so I’ve de¬ 
cided to skip the inter-State.” 

Interestingly, Tamil Na¬ 
du’s Chandralekha who took 
the 100m title in the Railway 
meet with a personal best 
11.47s - and became the 
country’s second fastest wo¬ 
man this year behind Dutee 
Chand (11.26s) - will also be 
missing the Lucknow meet. 

That raises the big ques¬ 
tion - is there another rea¬ 
son behind the big miss? 
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IN BRIEF 


Gaming goes through a retro moment 


Console makers are retooling their old machines and dusting off catalogues of yesteryear hits 


Gandhi statue to be 
installed in Manchester 

LONDON 

A new statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi will be inaugurated in 
the British city of Manchester 
later this year after a local 
council approved plans for it 
as a symbol of peace. The 
9-foot-high bronze sculpture 
by Indian artist Ram V. Sutar 
will be installed outside 
Manchester Cathedral, pti 


Star Wars leads Disney 
streaming line-up 

ANAHEIM 

Disney lifted the lid on three 
live-action Star Wars series 
for its much-hyped new 
television streaming service. 
The shows will have Ewan 
McGregor's return as Obi-Wan 
Kenobi.A live-action Lodyond 
the Tramp production is also 
on the cards, afp 


Ecologists seek trade 
sanctions on Mexico 

GENEVA 

Conservationists are urging 
countries to slap trade 
sanctions on Mexico over its 
failure to rein in illegal fishing 
that could doom the vaquita 
marina porpoise to extinction 
within months. Only 10 
vaquita are believed to exist 
in the wild, afp 


7 new species of insects that can walk on water discovered 


Humanoid 
robot fails to 


Google cracks whip on 
political debates at work 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Google on Friday told 
employees to focus on their 
jobs instead of heated 
debates about politics with 
colleagues at the workplace. 
The revised community 
guidelines said the workday 
should not be disrupted to 
have arguments, ians 


The tiny bugs are 
among nature’s 
scavengers 

SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

ICOLKATA 

Scientists of the Zoological 
Survey of India have disco¬ 
vered seven species of water 
treaders, semi-aquatic in¬ 
sects that can walk or run on 
the surface of water. 

The newly described spe¬ 
cies belong to the genus Me- 
sovelia whose size ranges 
from 1.5 mm to 4.5 mm and 
are equipped with hydro¬ 


weeds. Among the new dis¬ 
coveries, Mesovelia andama- 
na is from Andaman Islands, 
M. bispinosa and M. isiasi 
are from Meghalaya, M. oc¬ 
culta and M. tenuia from Ta¬ 
mil Nadu and M. brevia and 
M. dilatata live both in 
Meghalaya and Tamil Nadu. 

The details of the discov¬ 
ery were published in a pap¬ 
er in the journal Zootaxa ear¬ 
lier this month. 

“These bugs are hemime- 
tabolous insects without hav¬ 
ing larval stage i.e., they go 
from egg to nymph to adult. 
They are found on freshwa¬ 
ter bodies such as ponds, 


lakes, pools, streams, rocks 
with moss and sometimes on 
estuaries,” E. Eyarinjehama- 
lar, one of the authors of the 
paper, said. 

Ms. Jehamalar said these 
bugs serve as predators and 
scavengers (feed on midges, 
water fleas, feed on dead and 
dying mosquitoes), thereby 
removing organic waste and 
also providing a natural sani¬ 
tation service. The females of 
Mesovelia are larger than 
males and dig several holes 
on plants and insert eggs in 
plant tissues with a specially 
adapted long serrated ovi¬ 
positor (genital organ). 


There are 12 species of ge- = 
nus Mesovelia found in the : 
country. While large water i; 
striders (. Limnogonus , Aqua- l 
rius, Cylindrostethus, Ger- \ 
ris, Ptilomera) are easily i; 
spotted upon the surface of ji 
water, the tiny Mesovelia are ii 
not as well-known. 

Other than the size, there j 
are morphological features ; 
that make these pond-weed j 
insects different from water i; 
striders. The claws of Meso- \ 
velia are placed apically (tip 
or extreme end of legs), whe- || 
reas in water striders, they ? 
arise from the pre-apex (just \ 
before the tip) of legs. 


dock at ISS 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MOSCOW 

An unmanned spacecraft 
carrying Russia’s first hu¬ 
manoid robot to be sent in¬ 
to orbit failed to dock at the 
International Space Station 
on Saturday, in a new set¬ 
back for Moscow. 

“Russian cosmonauts is¬ 
sued a command to abort 
the automated approach of 
an uncrewed Russian Soy- 
uz spacecraft to the Inter¬ 
national Space Station,” 
the U.S. space agency NA¬ 
SA said in a statement. 


32 fashion firms sign pact to 
make the industry eco-friendly 


Down and dirty 


“The craft was unable to 
lock onto its target at the 
station,” and “backed a 
safe distance away from 
the orbital complex while 
the Russian flight controll¬ 
ers assess the next steps,” 
NASA said. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOGNE 

Clunky games consoles with 
blobby pixels might not be 
the latest thing - but they’re 
still cool even if you’re no 
longer at school. 

Video games producers 
plying their wares at Games- 
com this week in Cologne, 
Germany, may primarily be 
out to push the frontiers of 
hi-tech and virtual reality as 
they eye a bigger slice of a 
booming market. But their 
commercial antennae are 
sufficently honed to realise 
numerous hands on the joys¬ 
tick belong to gamers for 
whom retro hasn’t so much 
come back as never gone 
away. 

That much was evident 
from the interest shown to¬ 
wards those who brought 
along vintage hardware 
which the uninitiated might 
have thought had long been 
left to gather dust in the attic. 

So-called “retrogaming” - 
digging out favourite classic 
games of yesteryear to be 
played on equally ageing 
hardware - is trending at Ga- 
mescom, Europe’s gaming 
fair. 

That much is clear from 
seeing a sea of enraptured 
faces as visitors drool over 
machines from right back in 
the early days. 

For some old school gam¬ 
ers, it’s a welcome blast from 
the past. 

For others, the past is 
their present, be it indulging 
original vintage passions on 
old machines, ‘emulating’ a 
game simulated on a new 
machine or ‘porting’ to en¬ 


Blast from the past: Players try their hand at Pacman at Gamescom in Cologne, -afp 


joy old content on new 
hardware. 

“It reminds me of my 
childhood and today I realise 
that the games in those days 
could also be complex,” 
laughs Jaclcye Mueller, a 21- 
year-old student trying to 
snaffle virtual bananas while 
playing old favourite Donkey 
Kong on a Super Nintendo. 

Down the generations 

Nearby, a father is waxing 
lyrical on the attractions of 
another classic game, 
“Pong”, to his young son. 

The early arcade game, 
launched in 1972, involves 
each player manipulating a 
virtual cursor-like tennis 
‘racquet’ to ping the ball 
back across a screen of sim¬ 
ple 2D graphics to win the 
‘point’. 


This has the 
potential to become 
a real market, albeit 
not a very big one 

ANDREW KITSON 
Analyst at Fitch Solutions 

“Retro is everywhere - in 
films, music, cars, clothes. 
So why not games?” asks 
Christian Gleinser, creator of 
a cohort of new games which 
work on computers ‘boast¬ 
ing’ 1980s graphics. 

“People like to have fun 
among friends and appre¬ 
ciate the ease of use, the 
short charging times and 
even the old pixels,” says 
Gleinser against the fair’s 
musical backdrop of the likes 
of Sonic, Mario Kart or 
Pokemon. 

Some dyed-in-the-wool 
gamers have kept faithful to 


the old games even if some 
emulator programmes 
which allow adaptation 
across platforms are not al¬ 
ways technically quite legal. 

What is striking is how the 
rising retro trend has lifted 
the average gamer age as vet¬ 
erans who got the bug in the 
1980s and 1990s pass on 
their memories and old-time 
savvy to youngsters, often 
their own, even as the latter 
more often than not are com¬ 
ing to the genre via shiny and 
new hardware. 

“We see there is a return 
to VHS tapes or vinyl and re¬ 
trogaming is adding itself to 
that trend - there’s no rea¬ 
son why video games 
wouldn’t,” notes Fanny Re- 
nard, a community manager 
at independent studio 
Goblinz. 


Given the trend many con¬ 
sole makers are retooling 
their old machines and dust¬ 
ing off catalogues boasting 
dozens of the hit games of 
times past. 

Japanese offering 

An example is Japanese 
group Sega, which had 
found itself unable to stand 
its ground in the face of new¬ 
fangled competition from 
the likes of Sony’s PlaySta¬ 
tion and Microsoft’s Xbox. 

For retro fans Sega is now 
proposing its Mega Drive Mi¬ 
ni, replete with 42 games. 

Nintendo has meanwhile 
revamped its NES and Su- 
perNES consoles while the 
first edition of PlayStation is 
also back on the market. 

“The fact that each maker 
is retooling its consoles with 
sizeable catalogues shows 
there really is a market out 
there,” says Laurent Mi¬ 
chaud, director of studies for 
Idate. 

“The cost of the retooling 
is pretty low and has already 
long been paid off - it’s just a 
bit of supplementary layout 
for these groups,” says Mr. 
Michaud. 

How long the business can 
surf the retro wave is not 
clear, however. 

“Augmented reality is the 
market of the future” for vi¬ 
deo games. “Retrogaming is 
a bit different,” Mr. Michaud 
suggests. 

“This has the potential to 
become a real market, albeit 
not a very big one and not for 
very long,” predicts Andrew 
Kitson, an analyst with Fitch 
Solutions. 


Cyber-savvy: A boy visiting the German Armed Forces 
Bundeswehr stand at Gamescom in Cologne, -afp 

German army seeks 
computer enthusiasts 

Recruitment stall set up at gaming fair 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOGNE 

Among countless stands of 
car manufacturers, software 
developers and engineering 
universities at Cologne’s vi¬ 
deo games convention, the 
sight of fatigue-clad soldiers 
manning the German mili¬ 
tary’s brightly-lit stall draws 
in the curious. 

With a stand boasting a 
helicopter simulator and ul¬ 
tra-fast games, the Bundes¬ 
wehr, Germany’s army, has 
turned to the Gamescom 
fair in its bid to recruit com- 
puter-sawy potential 
soldiers. 

The call to arms is clear 
under a “Centre of Cyber 
Operations” sign with a key- 
board-inspired logo in the 
colours of the German flag. 

“We are looking for peo¬ 
ple who specialise in infor¬ 
mation technology - those 
with a taste for computers 
are knocking at the right 
door,” Nils Feldhoff, an ar¬ 
my communications officer. 


said. Dozens of young gam¬ 
ers, visiting the stand at the 
Gamescom convention, 
flocked to try their hand at 
the army’s flight simulator 
or test their reactions on a 
two-player game. 

However, the military 
personnel were careful to 
spell out the difference bet¬ 
ween the reality of life in the 
ranks and violent military- 
based video games. 

“We have a clear educa¬ 
tional mission: we strictly 
try to separate virtual games 
from reality by explaining to 
any interested young people 
that this is not a video 
game,” Mr. Feldhoff said. 

If a gamer “wants to be¬ 
come a soldier because he is 
interested in weapons, 
that’s not a good argument,” 
he added. 

The move is part of an in¬ 
itiative to change the public 
image of obsolete equip¬ 
ment and under-investment 
that has plagued the 
Bundeswehr. 


Sector is responsible for 10% of greenhouse gas emissions 


Marvel Studios to offer She-Hulk and Moon Knight series 


Mesovelia andamana and, right, Mesovelia brevia. -zsi 


phobic setae (bristles) on insects are pale green with 
their legs. The combination silver-white wings with black 
of hydrophobic setae and veins on the basal half which 
water surface tension pre- make them stand out over 
vents them from sinking. The the green mat of aquatic 


ELIZA BETH PATON 

PARIS 

Major fashion companies 
from around the world said 
they had signed a pact which 
they would present at this 
week’s G7 summit to help 
protect the environment. 

The pact has been signed 
by 32 companies. 

Protecting the environ¬ 
ment will be a leading issue 
at the G7, with French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron and 
United Nations Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
having expressed concern 
this week over wildfires rag¬ 
ing through the Amazon. 

The agreement outlines 
group commitments on cli¬ 
mate, biodiversity and 
oceans. It defines itself as “a 
set of guidelines” and will 
not be legally binding. The 
32 signatories, which in¬ 
clude high-end brands like 
Chanel, Prada and Hermes; 
athletic apparel names like 
Nike and Adidas; as well as 
fast fashion retailers like the 
H&M Group and Inditex, the 
parent company of Zara, say 
they will implement pro¬ 
posed changes to their own 
operations. No punitive 
measures will be imposed 
should they fall short of 
targets. 

“The global challenges we 
are facing are complex,” Mr. 
Pinault said. “They know no 
borders. Only coalitions can 
overcome them, bringing to¬ 
gether governments, busi¬ 
nesses and civil societies.” 

Scrutiny of the fashion in- 


Haute couture houses are set 
to take action with growing 
consumer attention on the 
environment, -afp 

dustry’s impact on the glo¬ 
bal climate crisis has hit new 
heights in recent months, 
driven by consumer pres¬ 
sure to tackle its carbon foot¬ 
print, and has prompted a 
flurry of brands to publish 
updated public sustainabili¬ 
ty commitments. 

UN data 

Globally, the fashion indus¬ 
try is responsible for about 
10% of all greenhouse gas 
emissions, according to the 
United Nations, 20% of all 
wastewater, and consumes 
more energy than the inter¬ 
national aviation and ship¬ 
ping industries combined. 
But confusion around the 
data related to fashion and 
sustainability has com¬ 
pounded issues for compa¬ 
nies grappling with challeng¬ 
es for the sector. 


The expected growth of 
the worldwide apparel and 
footwear market, pegged by 
Euromonitor analysts at 
roughly 5% through 2030, 
will risk “exerting an unpre¬ 
cedented strain on plane¬ 
tary resources,” a recent Eu¬ 
romonitor report said. 
According to the Ellen Ma- 
cArthur Foundation, a Brit¬ 
ish organisation dedicated 
to building a circular econo¬ 
my, textile production emis¬ 
sions will rise more than 
60% by 2030 if the industry 
stays on its current 
trajectory. 

“Meaningful change will 
start here, given the volume 
and breadth of companies 
that have agreed to be part 
of this pact, and that is ex¬ 
tremely exciting,” said Ma- 
rie-Claire Daveu, chief sus¬ 
tainability officer of Kering. 

A follow-up meeting con¬ 
firming more in-depth 
pledges will be held in Oc¬ 
tober, Ms. Daveu said. For 
now, details on specific tar¬ 
gets remain vague. Progress 
is to be voluntarily reported 
annually by the companies 
themselves. 

Several fashion executives 
made public statements 
about the pact. “We know 
that one company cannot 
solve the environmental 
challenges facing our planet 
alone, and we believe in the 
power of collaboration to 
drive real change,” Marco 
Gobbetti, chief executive of 
Burberry, said in a news re¬ 
lease. NY TIMES 


Unafraid of spatter: Men covered with mineral-rich mud play football during the "Iron mud" festival in the town of 
Zheleznovodsk, Russia, on Saturday. The mud, which is considered therapeutic, is drawn from the Lake Tambukan. ■ reuters 


Russian flight controll¬ 
ers had told the ISS crew it 
appeared the problem that 
prevented automated 
docking was in the station 
and not the Soyuz space¬ 
craft, NASA added. 

Roscosmos director 
Dmitry Rogozin said on 
Twitter that a new attempt 
would be made to dock the 
craft on Tuesday morning. 

“The situation is diffi¬ 
cult, but under control,” he 
added. 

“There is no threat to 
the station and its crew,” a 
Roscosmos statement said. 

Russia’s space industry 
has suffered a series of set¬ 
backs from accidents in re¬ 
cent years. 

Last October, a Soyuz 
rocket carrying an Ameri¬ 
can and a Russian had to 
make an emergency land¬ 
ing shortly after lift-off - it 
was the first failure in the 
history of manned Russian 
flights. 


INDO -ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

ANAHEIM 

Marvel Studios is amping up 
the superhero slate, with 
She-Hulk and Moon Knight 
ready to join the Marvel Ci¬ 
nematic Universe (MCU). 

Marvel head Kevin Feige 
announced that a live action 
series on She-Hulk, Moon 
Knight and Ms. Marvel were 
in development for the up¬ 
coming streaming platform 
Disney+. He even said that 


there was a possibility of 
these storylines shaping into 
movie form. 

“Bruce Banner is no lon¬ 
ger the only Hulk in the 
MCU. Jennifer Walters is a 
Hulk, she’s a lawyer, and 
she’s going to star in a show 
unlike anything we’ve done 
before,” said Mr. Feige. 

Mr. Feige is also excited 
about an action adventure 
series on Moon Knight, a 
popular Marvel character 


“At the centre is Marc 
Spector, a mercenary left for 
dead by his companions in 
the Egyptian desert. He may 
or may not be infused with 
powers from the Moon God 
Khonshu or he might just be 
crazy. It is something very 
unique and exciting for us,” 
Mr. Feige said. 

Muslim superhero 

The studio will also intro¬ 
duce its first Muslim super¬ 


hero with Ms. Marvel. The 
series will focus on the life of 
a teenager named Kamala 
Khan, a Pakistani-American 
from New Jersey, who has 
the ability to stretch and 
change shape. The Ms. Mar¬ 
vel project will be helmed by 
screenwriter and comedian 
Bisha K. Ali. 

The announcements 
didn’t include any details 
about casting or planned re¬ 
lease dates. 


She-Hulk is the story of a 
lawyer who gains 
superpowers. 
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